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Distinctive Christmastise Suggestions for the Pastor 


LOOKING TOWARD Christmas? 





We are ready 





* NOW a 


to help you 


CHRISTMAS Program Folders in pleas- 
ing variety. Interesting new designs, 
lithographed in soft mellow colors to 
bring out their exquisite beauty. 
PASTORAL Letters (ready to mail). 
Expressing the Pastor’s friendship in 
just the kind of a message his people 
would enjoy. Hand-drawn lettering. 
Beautiful designs in colors and bronze. 
ARTISTIC OFFERING ENVELOPES 
that invite more generous contributions. 
STATIONERY that will serve as a fit- 
ting background for your personal greet- 
ing. 

COIN HOLDERS, Banks, Slot Coin En- 


velopes. 








“Camel” Dollar in Dimes for 
Christmas Offering 
A Cutout Design in Colors 


Collects 10 
Dimes 
This is a new 
design that 
possesses the 
virtue of im- 
mediate ap- 
peal to the 


THE USE OF CANDLES IN CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 





The lise of 

CANDLES in 

Christianfellowship 
AW, 
7S. 


for the year. 


With Poems 














By WILLIAM H. LEACH 


Beautifully Illustrated 


A beautiful Christmas gift book which will be ap- 
preciated by clergymen, youth leaders, music di- 
rectors and others who arrange special programs 


Tells the story and gives candle lighting services 
for Christmas, Easter, Communion, Installation, 
Wedding Anniversary and other occasions. 


Price $1.00 


At Your Book Store or Direct 








COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROL and SERVICE 


Leaflet No. 2 


For Churches and Sunday Schools, Hospi- 
tals, Week-day Schools and Colleges, 
State Institutes, Civic Groups and Fra- 
ternal organizations, Department Store 
Choral clubs, and many other organiza- 
tions that may plan a “sing” at Christ- 
mastide. An_ inspirational paragraph 
from the pen of Margaret Sangster is 
part of the attractive heading. There are 
thirteen of the most singable and popular 
carols; and in addition the Scriptural 
stories of the Shepherds and the Wise 
Men for responsive reading. 

A four-page folder printed attractively in 
red and green from readable type on pa- 
per of good body. Size folded 6x8%. 


$1.25 Per 100—Less Than 50 at 25 cents 
Per Dozen — 500 or More, $1.00 Per 100 








“THE WORLD’S BEST CHRISTMAS CAROLS” — (30c Postpaid) 


Supplies music for all of these carols and many more 





interest 
of  prospec- 
tive solicitor 
or giver of 
dimes, toward 
your Christ- 
mas financial 
objectives. 
Size, 3x3% inches. Price, including ma- 
nila envelope protector, $3.50 per 100; 
without envelope, $3.25 per 100. 








Christmas Star Dollar in Dimes 
A Cutout Design for Ten Dime Inlays 
This new “star” dollar collector makes a 
very persuasive Christmastide appeal to 
the spirit of giving. Size, 2%4x3% inch- 
es. Price, $3.50 per 100, with envelopes; 
$3.00, without envelopes. 


“Christmas Drum” Dollar in Dimes 
Collector 
Size, 2%x2% inches. Price, $3.00 per 


100, with envelopes; $2.75 without en- 
velopes. 


PROTECTED SLOT OFFERING ENVELOPES 


Christmas Tree Slot 


Envelope 





and __ significance. 
tically 
colors on paper of 


printed in 


curity. Coin 
admits 


dimes. 
success expectancy. 





pocket. 








For successful coin collec- 
tion. Designs of beauty 
Artis- 
three 


viceable strength for 
opening 
nickels, dimes, 
quarters or half dollars. 
Capacity equivalent to 75 
Designs keyed to 
Con- 
venient to carry in 
Price, $1.50 
hundred, $12.50 per 1,000. 


“Good-Will” Slot 


Envelope 
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GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., 296 BROADWAY, Box 2, NEW YORK 


SEND FOR OUR CATALOG OF CHRISTMAS SUGGESTIONS 
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Selected Short Sermons 
By Earl Riney 














Earl Riney 








1. Men are born with two eyes, but 
with one tongue, that they may see 
twice as much as they say. 

* a * 

2. Often an ill-minded person is not 
much more than a row of hooks to hang 
grudges on. 

2 + * 


3. The most striking thing about 


ideals, Christian ideals, is this: they 
have been lived. 
* * is 
4. It makes little difference what 


you are, rich and powerful, or poor 
and insignificant, you have to make up 
your mind to one thing—you cannot 
always win, no matter how hard you 
fight. 
* * x 
5. Father and mother have the 
training of the child more than pastor, 
teacher, librarian, or friend can have. 
* x * 
6. The modern church method of 
collecting money is largely by extrac- 
tion, as dentists take our teeth. 


* * * 
7. Happiness is seventy-five per | 
cent self-respect. 
* x BS 


8. The spirit that controls will de- 
cide the moral bent of both character 
and career. 

* * a 

9. To be a Christian is to obey, no 
matter how you feel. 

—Henry Ward Beecher. 
Oo oa a 

10. Troubles come to all men, but 
those who are looking for them will 
have the largest share. 


* * ok 
11. You can either make or mar 


(Turn to page 157 











TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ 





GUIDE 


By MARTHA TARBELL, LITT. D. 


It seems hardly necessary to commend “Tar- 
bell’s” to Sunday school workers. 
thousands who use it regularly value the in- 
timate relationship it affords them with its 
author, a practical teacher. 
nize its many features, its fresh illustrations, 
its inviting suggestions, its unmatched teach- 
ing hints, which, in the opinion of experts, 
render it beyond competition. 


The many 


They also recog- 


The Augsburg Teacher—“It brings its information, its illustrations, and its 


historical data from a wide field. 


Its oriental references are illuminating, 


and the exposition of the Biblical material is clean-cut and understandable. 
The range of information brought together for the benefit of the teacher is 


exceedingly broad.” 


A DOCTOR WITHOUT 
A COUNTRY 


By THOMAS A. LAMBIE, M.D. 


“One of the best and most satisfy- 
ing books on East Africa—full of re- 
markable happenings—in the best 
traditions of David Livingstone and 
Dan Crawford — one’s indignation 
arises at the Fascist invasion. Get 
the book and read it.”—Pittsburgh 
Courier. Illustrated $2.00 


THE FIRE BIRD 


An Interpretation of Russia 
Today and Yesterday 
By GLEB BOTKIN 
The author draws aside the veil and 
we see the dictatorship of Stalin as 
the fulfillment of Russia’s age-long 
yearning for a solution to the prob- 
lem of life! A tremendous story, 
crowded with personalities that move 
across the stage of recurring tri- 
umphs and tragedies in the drama 
of the Fire Bird. 
With Special Maps $2.50 


LITTLE COUNTRY 
By JANET 


Postpaid $2.00 


Warth White 


A PIONEER DOCTOR 
IN OLD JAPAN 


By KATHERINE FISKE BERRY 
While Japan is so much in evidence, 
this book should be read with absorb- 
ing interest. Japan’s obligation to 
Western civilization can find no bet- 
ter expression than in this story of a 
New England doctor who followed 
Commodore Perry’s’ entry into 
Japan by only eighteen years. 

Illustrated $2.50 


THE EARTH SPEAKS 


By PRINCESS ATALIE 
A gift book extraordinary for the 
1940 Season of which U.S. Senator 
Arthur Capper says: “One of the 
most interesting and enlightening 
books I have ever read. The author 
has succeeded in capturing the true 
spirit of her people and their regard 
for the wild flowers and herbs. I 
think it is a fine thing they have 

been so excellently recorded.” 
Illustrations by author $2.50 


SCHOOLTEACHER 
G. SLIGH 


Against the background of school and village life one lives over again fond 
memories of picnics, lawn fetes, sledding parties, sociables centering around 


a young schoolteacher of the early 1900’s. 


remember the days of their youth! 


A story that will thrill all who 
$1.50 


Fleming H. Revell Company 


At All Bookstores 








158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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Distance Between Laymen and 
Preachers 


The Methodists of Cleveland re- 
cently held a conference to help pro- 
mote better understanding between 
the clergy and laity. The fact that 
the purpose of the meeting was so 
announced is, in itself, a sign of 
promise. It is the beginning of a 
movement long overdue. 

Regardless of where the fault lies 
the professional ministry has been 
separating itself from the lay ex- 
perience. Laymen, as a group, find 
it difficult to fathom the minister’s 
concept of the Bible as well as his 
social attitudes. It probably is the 
old conflict between the academic 
and the practical. 

It is another evidence that the 
church is failing in its educational 
task. The educational process im- 
plies a friendly relationship between 
the teacher and the pupil. Too 
often the preacher says to his pu- 
pils: “Here are the facts; take them 
or else...” That is a _ strange 
method of education. 


William H. Leach. 
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HY continue to distribute printed matter of inferior quality or produced on a duplicating 

machine, when your church can publish a high class parish paper? The National Religious 

Press supplies parish papers, better in appearance and quality than national church 
periodicals, at amazingly low prices. In fact even the smallest church can publish a local parish 
paper which will astonish the community providing our service is used. 


MORE THAN 400 AGREE 


More than 400 ministers have been using our service from one to twenty years. They all agree 
that there is no excuse for any church to distribute an inferior parish paper. Read what a 


few say: 


“Our parish papers arrived in good time. Your work 
is entirely satisfactory.”—Rev. W. S. Lowe, Launces- 
ton, Tasmania, Australia. 


“T like your service. We do not solicit ads for our 
parish paper. Expenses are met by securing subscrip- 
tions.’—Rev. T. W. Beiderwieden, Teaneck, New Jer- 
sey. 

“We were all delighted with the last issue of The 


Central Presbyterian. We think your service is won- 
derful.”—Rev. A. N. Wolff, Waco, Texas. 


“Your work continues to be most satisfactory.”— 
Rev. E. W. Gamble, Bowling Green, Kentucky. 


“The Presbyterian’s Journal continues to be well re- 
ceived.” —Rev. R. P. Graebel, Ottumwa, Iowa. 

“Your service is wonderful.”—Rev. W. J. Hyllen- 
gren, Chicago, Illinois. 

“T am very well satisfied with your work.”—Rev. 
Thomas Anderson, Detroit, Michigan. 


“You gave good service last month.”—Rev. H. S. 
Faust, Cochranville, Pennsylvania. 


“Your work is very well done.”—Rev. J. Bisceglia, 
Kansas City, Missouri. 


“We appreciate your prompt service.”—Rev. O. H. 
Bostrom, Marquette, Michigan. 


“Our people are delighted with the artistic appear- 
ance of The Christian Courier.”—Rev. E. E. Durant, 
New York, New York. 


‘The last issue of The Calvary Methodist was 100 
per cent perfect.”—Rev. T. C. Jones, Easton, Mary- 
land. 


“We are highly pleased with your promptness and 
excellent workmanship.”—Rev. Oscar Purn, Paxton, 
Illinois. 


“My original contention still stands. I am convinced 
that your work is as near perfect as a printer can get 
it. Our people are thoroughly delighted with St. 
John’s Herald.”—Rev. Hugh E. Yost, Steelton, Penn- 
sylvania. ; 


“We like your prompt and efficient service.”—Rev. 
H. E. Levoy, Fitchburg, Massachusetts. 


“Our people praised the last issue of The Baptist 
Trumpet. Your work cannot be excelled.”—Rev. C. S. 
Hughes, Shipman, Virginia. 


INVESTIGATE AND THEN DECIDE 


procedure, fill out and mail the coupon. 
Do it NOW. No obligation, of course. 


Ottawa Ave. 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 


For samples, prices and full particulars regarding our 
service and the helpful sixteen-page illustrated Parish 
Manual containing detailed explanation of publishing 
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ONLY 
ATLANTIC 
GIVES ALL 

THESE INSURANCE ADVANTAGES 


Church property administrators and Insurance Committees are always faced 
with the difficult problem of selecting the best company to carry their fire and 


general property insurance. 


When you insure with Atlantic you get a unique combination of advantages 
in one policy. These advantages are the service of your own broker, predetermined 
price, dividends in the form of profit participation, non-assessability, and prompt and 


ungrudging adjustments. 


In addition, every Atlantic policy is backed by the unquestioned integrity of 


one of America’s oldest and strongest insurance companies, established in 1842. 


Surely Atlantic is worth investigating. Consult your broker. 


ATLANTIC 
Mebol INSURANCE Gon 


49 Wall Street + New York 
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Money for Churches 


HOPS and factories are busy. Men are 

hurrying to work. Roads are crowded 

with automobiles. There is every evi- 
dence of a new financial prosperity in these 
United States of ours. It is a war prosperity of 
course. Most of us hate war. This journal, 
for two years, has been warning of the moral 
effect of financial profit through the sufferings 
of others. But it is here. It has set wheels 
turning and it has probably saved the New 
Deal from destruction. 

Will there be money for churches in the mil- 
lions and millions which are being distributed? 
There has been an increase in church contri- 
butions. Stewardship figures confirm that. But 
the increase is in pennies while dollars go else- 
where. 

There is little of permanent value in spend- 
ing for war. In less than a second a bomb 
costing $1000 does its work. A few minutes 
destroys the airplane which costs $25,000. 
With these go the destruction of life and prop- 
erty. Most of war expenditures tend to future 
impoverishment and threaten international 
bankruptcy. 

Out of this debauch of spending can some- 
thing of beauty and permanency arise? We 
suggest that a portion go into the beautifica- 
tion of our church buildings. Efficient, but 
ugly factories, will be closed when the war is 
over. Dirty and broken windows giving a 
background to weeds and dirt will spread their 
unattractiveness through our industrial com- 
munities. Cannot we make an effort to put 
a small portion of the money into church build- 
ings which will spread the Gospel of attractive 
architecture for a generation to come? Can- 
not we persuade the people who profit through 
the war to invest some of their earnings in 
efficient class rooms and social rooms for effec- 
tive church work? 


Call it conscience money if you will. There 


should be some conscience money for the ser- 
vice of God. How can we justify the riot of 
extravagance in autos, gasoline, recreation and 
other items so long as the churches receive so 
little? 

Thousands of new churches bearing the 
mark of careful planning for worship and 
study should be erected. There are thousands 
of others which need new churches, new class 
rooms, new social facilities. Now is the time 
to press the claim. 

Industry, pressed by orders for defense pur- 
poses, clamors for efficiency. Let the church 
ask for beauty. From the past it can take the 
experience of seekers of God, it can add to it 
the inspiration of our modern church archi- 
tecture. With stone, marble and wood, beauti- 
ful shrines can be erected across our land. 

The one thing lacking is the money. With 
the nation’s industry alive with war business 
now is the time to press the claims of the 
beauty and eternalness of religious faith. 





The Sermon on the Mount 


E suspect that ministers, everywhere, 

are reading with new interest the Ser- 

mon on the Mount. The editor of this 
journal is among those who have been turning 
pages and searching the wisdom of the sages 
on this particular part of our scriptures. An 
understanding seems most important for the 
Christian’s entire outlook on life in these days 
of war. Were the injunctions of the Sermon 
on the Mount given for the age of Jesus alone? 
Or are they to be understood in an apocalyptic 
sense? Or are they absolute guides for Chris- 
tian conduct in all time? The answer to these 
questions is vital to Christian faith. 

Two books I have found most helpful. One 
is the new volume by Reinhold Niebuhr,* a 
portion of which appears in this issue of 

(Turn to page 202) 


*“Christianity and Power Politics,’’ by Reinhold Niebuhr. Charles 
Scribners Sons. $2.00. 
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Preaching for a New Age 


by Grederich A. Shippey 


Mr. Shippey is minister of the Stanford Methodist Church, 
Schenectady, New York. He does not believe that the day of 


great preaching lies in the past. Instead he thinks that it can 
rise in the present day and challenge the mind and soul. This 
article carries his convictions. 


E stand upon the threshhold of 

an age of great preaching. Out 

of our decade will come proph- 
etic mouthpieces of God. Somehow the 
consecrated men who face congrega- 
tions across the land must rise to the 
expectations of the times. 


In speaking of the church of the 
future in his recent book, Rethinking 
Religion, John Haynes Holmes says, 
“In the first place, it will endeavor to 
foster the ideal ends by teaching and 
preaching the ideas from which they 
proceed. This means that the church 
will magnify the preacher, exalt his 
function, defend his rights, and sustain 
his life. More and more, I am inclined 
to believe churches will frankly and 
gladly organize themselves around the 
personalities of great preachers as the 
living witnesses of truth. This process 
has already begun in our time, when we 
see the outstanding church in any com- 
munity, regardless of denomination, 
tending inevitably to become the church 
led by the outstanding preacher of the 
community.”1 This striking statement 
by a great preacher articulates what 
many a minister has already begun to 
notice across the land. We stand, in- 
deed, upon the threshhold of an age of 
great preaching. 

There is hope in the widening recog- 
nition of this fact. No finer statement 
of the momentous importance of the 
preaching function can be given than 
this one framed by Dr. Holmes. The 
pastor is lifted up as a living witness 
of truth. His function is exalted. To 
achieve such superlative vocal ministry 
requires the continuous and total re- 
sources of Christian personality. Three 
significant factors in great preaching 
stir our present concern. 

I 

Consumate skill lies submerged be- 
hind all great preaching. Few min- 
isters are adequately disciplined for 
the preaching function of their minis- 
try. The few courses sped through 
while in seminary did provide casual 
introduction to certain difficulties in the 
preparation and delivery of sermons. 





1. Page 121. 


But few pastors, young or old, have 
frankly and persistently confronted 
themselves with the discipline begun in 
seminary. The parish has_ slowly 
weaned them from expecting too much 
of themselves. The stifled idealism 
flashes up momentarily under the spell 
of a prophet at a state-wide preachers 
conference. But one Sunday afterward 
back in the local parish the deep re- 
solves have ebbed away. The habit of 
slovliness has become so deeply en- 
trenched that the pastor follows the 
pattern of action described by a recent 
novel. While the old lady was away 
from the farm visiting friends, she felt 
constrained to bathe in the new white 
bath tub they had. But she never 
really believed it served any good pur- 
pose. It was too big. It contained too 
much water to make good suds. So as 
soon as she got home, she fished her 
little old-fashioned wooden tub out 
from under the bed in her own room 
and bathed herself. 


Like that mistaken old lady, many a 
preacher while at conference “splashes 
around to make an impression,” and 
then goes home to his little wooden 
tub. In The Eternal Gospel, Rufus 
Jones gives us some notion of the tire- 
less discipline the minister must im- 
pose upon himself in his home parish. 
“All perfect work is done by persons 
who have gained the simple accuracy 
of instinct, who can call upon sub- 
merged skill and can act swiftly, 
surely, and easily. One can always tell 
whether he is winning excellence by the 
ease with which he performs his crea- 
tive task. But the ease of excellence is 
bought with a great price. It has at 
an earlier stage cost labor, effort, and 
watchful critical direction.”2 


Preaching is a creative task. Every 
sermon ought to attest this fact. The 
skill behind the scenes includes 
thoughtful use of analogy, of illustra- 
tion, of logic, of rallying data on a 
point, of quotations. Rufus Jones’ ref- 
ernce to “submerged skill” rivets at- 
tention upon a vital need in preaching. 
It is the ability to call again and again 





2. Page 37. 


upon basic sermon elements—interest, 
movement, structure, deftness of deliv- 
ery, originality. Sermons ought to be 
impressed with the mark of effort. 

Out of the submerged skill, carefully 
hidden offstage, comes the minister’s 
art of preaching. If he substitutes a 
little wooden tub for his preparation 
offstage, he is betraying his people be- 
fore God. The minister who dares show 
his nose in the pulpit with less than 
twenty hours of preparation for a 
twenty-minute sermon is betraying his 
opportunity. Packed in that solid 
twenty hours of preparation is the 
story of a man who has shamelessly 
struggled with an idea. He has 
scoured the heavens and earth for a 
vivid and _ interesting presentation. 
The habit of patient, persistent push- 
ing into the hinterlands of an idea and 
bagging fresh insights is what requires 
no less than an hour study for every 
moment of speaking. 

Once the pastor steps into the pul- 
pit all submerged skill stands aside for 
the march of truth and inspiration 
passing his lips. But deep beneath, 
carefully undergirding and guiding the 
shape of points and phrases, lies the 
hidden skill won in the silence of a 
thousand hours. 

Dr. Albert Palmer says, “Preaching 
may do much for worship. It ought to 
plow so deep into human self-compla- 
cency as to arouse a deep sense of con- 
trition. It ought to make God so real 
and inescapable as to sow the seeds of 
personal devotion and dauntless faith. 
It ought to arouse a will to nobler 
action so resolute as to reap at last a 
harvest of fruitful service to the King- 
dom of God.”3 But how can preaching 
“plow deep in human self-complacency” 
unless it have the skill won in a thou- 
sand hours of honest work? How can 
preaching make God real and inescap- 
able unless it be undergirded with 
faithful preparation? How can preach- 
ing “arouse a will to nobler action” 
unless behind that public hour of judg- 
ment are the scar-flecked hours of con- 
secrated study and reflection? There 
is no great preaching without great 
submerged skill. Any church will 
frankly and gladly organize itself 
around the personality of the minister 
who is properly disciplined in the basic 
skills of the preaching function. The 
time has passed when a congregation 





3. Page 179, “The Art of Conducting Public 
Worship.” 
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will lead a dog’s life of disappoint- 
ment. The time is past when people 
will witness their pastor going to the 
religious cupboard week after week, 
and like old Mother Hubbard find no 
bone there. Some few preachers have 
found this out. Others will as they 
come to see that we stand indeed upon 
the threshhold of a decade of great 
preaching. 
II 

Great accents of power and certainty 
beat unavoidably in prophetic preach- 
ing. These accents compel the concern 
and attention of busy men. It may 
have satisfied Caesar to pole his barge 
up the Nile for a glimpse of the dried 
and dead remains of Alexander the 
Great. But congregations have tired of 
viewing dead Alexanders. They are 
burning to see living leaders and hear 
accents of certainty from their lips. 
They are sickened by dirges and inter- 
ments. They thirst for the torn and 
sentient words of a Papini. 

How many sermons lack the accents 
of certainty that would convert them 
from burials into “comings”! The per- 
sons who people our pews must be 
made to feel “greatness passing by.” 
Like O. O. McIntyre, many have not 
seen the sun rise in twenty years. They 
are sick of sunsets, of dead Alexanders, 
of burials. How the time is ripe for a 
prophetic soul in the ministry! 

Whence come these accents of cer- 
tainty? 

By fighting real battles. James Hil- 
ton tells of a man, a small town doctor, 
who appeared to gossips and the con- 
ventional people of the village “a weak 
willed middle-aged husband who dared 
not say no to his wife.” This stupid 
town’s unreason assailed the doctor 
and caused him many moments of 
needless embarrassment and unhappi- 
ness. Few had the sense to see that 
he was interested only in the “real” 
battles of life. “To fight the blood 
flow as it streamed into the cavity of 
an operation, to fight the weakening of 
lungs and heartbeat, to fight death and 
the fear of death—these were his bat- 
tles and he had no strength or will for 
others.”4 Let the conscientous pastor 
search out the conditions that brutalize 
humanity and dim its awareness of 
God. Let the alert pastor forsake the 
peeves about gum-chewing, bobbed 
hair, and finger-nail polish, and stand 
like a man at the dike of humanity’s 
desperate needs. While the minister is 
fighting the real battles of local justice, 
freedom of conscience, and equality of 
opportunity shoulder to shoulder with 
his people, accents of certainty and 
power will steal into his pulpit mes- 
sages. 


By dispensing good news. Driscoll, a 





4. Page 116, “We Are Not Alone.” 
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newspaperman of the old hard school 
recently startled many fellow journal- 
ists by the remark that “good news 
has a bigger and and better market 
than bad news.” It took Driscoll fifty- 
six letters on one theme “give them 
the good words, leave the dirt for 
others” to get one of his talented young 
writers to delete his column of dirty 
cracks, indignations, attacks, expos- 
ures, and supposedly exclusive low- 
down information about prominent 
people. These are surface indignations 
with negligible market value. Driscoll 
knew this. Some preachers do not. 
Why is so simple a truth not apparent 
to the preacher, Why does he not re- 
tail the central imperatives of Chris- 
tianity? John Watson considered good 
news of central importance in preach- 
ing. He urged the minister to make 
sure that “his subject is an incident 
which cleanses, sweetens and inspires 
humanity.”5 Every sermon ought to be 
deleted of dirty cracks and indigna- 
tions. The rumble of the central im- 
peratives of Christianity ought to be 
felt. Every sermon ought to cleanse, 
sweeten and inspire folks. Pratt joins 


5. Page 78, ‘“‘The Cure of Souls.” 


Watson in this emphasis. With equal 
vigor and clarity he asserts the three- 


‘fold function of the good news ser- 


mon, “to increase and correct the 
faith of the hearers, to nourish their 
religious sentiments, and to arouse, for- 
tify, and redirect their moral convic- 
tions and emotions.”6 Here we have a 
journalist, a pastor, and a psycholo- 
gist in agreement upon the market 
value of positive preaching. While the 
minister is dispensing good news, ac- 
cents of power and certainty steal into 
his messages. The preacher’s strength 
lies not in indignations but in affirma- 
tions. 


By the life “tone.” A modern novel- 
ist asserts that “preaching is a kind of 
tone of voice—a way of looking at 
things.”7 This tone is taken from the 
superlative quality of the minister’s 
own life. The tone suffuses the mes- 
sages his lips articulate. It is this qual- 
ity in the preaching function that 
Rufus Jones regards so highly. He 
says, “of all the vehicles of revelation, 
character at its supreme levels is the 





6. Page 303, ‘‘The Religious Consciousness.” 
7. Page 128, Steinbeck—The Grapes of Wrath.” 
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most perfect organ of transmission.’’8 
The accents of power and certainty 
that give tone to the preacher’s mes- 
sage are the heavy reverberations begun 
deep in the character of the man him- 


self. Such a man can have Jesus come 
and dwell in his message. Who has 
not felt the truth Watson utters? “Is 
it not known to all that one may cry 
‘Lord, Lord’ without ceasing and yet 
Christ be a stranger, and that another 
may not mention his name and the 
fragrance of Christ’s garments be felt 
in the place? . . . The evangelical char- 
acter of a sermon does not depend on 





“The Eternal Gospel.” 
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its subject, but on its tone.”9 When- 
ever the preacher buries himself unsel- 
fishly in the concerns of his people, we 
see character reach its supreme levels. 
When a people’s breath is taken away 
by the sheer goodness of the pastor, 
we see a life of rare tone. In the pews, 
the people edit his spoken message 
with the score of kindly deeds perpe- 
trated in the daily mission about the 
parish. A people comes under the in- 
spiration of such a man gladly. They 
like to worship under his leadership 
because they know he is not stingy or 
parsimonious in’ his servanthood to 
God. The sheer tone of the pastor’s life 


9. Page 77, “The Cure of Souls.” 


makes the fragrance of Christ’s gar- 
ments be felt in the place. 

Worship, preaching and the minis- 
ter’s life tone are bound together. Al- 
bert W. Palmer treasures this fact. 
“These are days which demand great 
preaching, God knows. But, that it 
may be truly preaching and not just 
philosophizing or oratory, it needs all 
the more to be an integral part of the 
great experience of worship. No wor- 
ship without preaching! That is to 
say preaching must always enrich the 
content and give direction and purpose 
to worship. But also, no preaching 
without worship! Which is to say that 
out of worship comes the noblest 
preaching endowed with spiritual in- 
sight and power of self-criticism. It 
takes both worship and preaching to 
work the miracle of divine communion 
and consecration which men need so 
urgently today.”19 It takes the com- 
bined tone of the sermon and the super- 
lative quality of the pastor’s life to 
make the experience of worship rich 
and inspiring. This is power indeed. 


Whence comes accents of certainity ? 
They come by fighting real battles, by 
dispensing good news, and by the life 
tone of the minister. Preachers must 
no longer hold traffic with phrases 
loaded with specialized and dead conno- 
tations, but rather with action, ideas, 
and character that united yield great 
spirtual overtones of sweeping power 
and conviction. Schofield sums _ the 
matter up beautifully. “Amid the 
chaos of popular thinking and the con- 
fusion of clamoring rival philosophies, 
the hearts of men hunger for a message 
that carries the ring of reality and the 
authority of valid experience.”11 
Folks across the land are weary of 
hearing the minister speak dully as did 
the scribes and pharisees. They beg 
him to speak with authority, with ac- 
cents of power and certainty. They 
will frankly and gladly organize about 
him if his life marks him as a living 
witness of truth. 

III 

This very hour is loaded with the dy- 
namite of unforseen events. The days 
run together in vulgar confusion, 
twisting from the preacher reluctant 
decisions. Woe unto the clergyman 
without secure anchorage in God’s 
divine imperative. Woe unto him who 
is not backed and energized by deep 
personal fellowship with God. For he 
will be tracked by the hidden conse- 
quences of every hour, by the judg- 
ment of deeds left undone, by the 
mockery of trivial pronouncements. He 


(Turn to page 163) 





10. Page 181, “The Art of Conducting Public 
Worship.” 
11. Page 74, Schofield, et al—‘The Church 
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The Heresy of Pacifism 


bug Reinhold Niebuhr 


A recently published book by Professor Niebuhr of Union 
Theological Seminary has the title “Christianity and Power 
Politics.”* From the first chapter entitled “Why the church is 


not pacifist” 


we have taken the following excerpts which deal 


with the pacifistic heresy. 


N medieval ascetic perfectionism and 

in Protestant sectarian perfection- 

ism (of the type of Meno Simons, 
for instance) the effort to achieve a 
standard of perfect love in individual 
life was not presented as a political 
alternative. On the contrary, the po- 
litical problem and the task were spe- 
cifically disavowed. This perfectionism 
did not give itself to the illusion that 
it had discovered a method for elimi- 
nating the element of conflict from po- 
litical strategies. On the contrary, it 
regarded the mystery of evil as 
beyond its power of solution. It was 
content to set up the most perfect and 
unselfish individual life as a symbol of 
the kingdom of God. It knew that this 
could only be done by disavowing the 
political task and by freeing the indi- 
vidual of all responsibility for social 
justice. 

It is this kind of pacifism which is 
not a heresy. It is rather a valuable 
asset for the Christian faith. It is a 
reminder to the Christian community 
that the relative norms of social jus- 
tice, which justify both coercion and 
resistance to coercion, are not final 
norms, and that Christians are in con- 
stant peril of forgetting their relative 
and tentative character and of making 
them too completely normative. 

There is thus a Christian pacifism 
which is not a heresy. Yet most mod- 
ern forms of Christian pacifism are 
heretical. Presumably inspired by the 
Christian gospel, they have really ab- 
sorbed the Renaissance faith in the 
goodness of man, have rejected the 
Christian doctrine of original sin as an 
outmoded bit of pessimism, have re- 
interpreted the cross so that it is made 
to stand for the absurd idea that per- 
fect love is guaranteed a simple victory 
over the world, and have rejected all 
other profound elements of the Chris- 


tian gospel as “Pauline” accretions 
which must be stripped from the 
“simple gospel of Jesus.” This form 


of pacifism is not only heretical when 





*“Christianity and Power Politics,” by Reinhold 
Niebuhr, published by Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
$2.00. The excerpts used in this article are avail- 


able through special permission of the author 
and the publisher. 


judged by the standards of the total 
gospel. It is equally heretical when 
judged by the facts of human exist- 
ence. There are no historical realities 
which remotely conform to it. It is im- 
portant to recognize this lack of con- 
formity to the facts of experience as a 
criterion of heresy. 


All forms of religious faith are prin- 
ciples of interpretation which we use 
to organize our experience. Some re- 
ligions may be adequate principles of 
interpretation at certain levels of ex- 
perience, but they break down at deeper 
levels. No religious faith can maintain 
itself in defiance of the experience 
which it supposedly interprets. A re- 
ligious faith which substitutes faith in 
man for faith in God cannot finally 
validate itself in experience. If we be- 
lieve that the only reason men do not 
love each other perfectly is because the 
law of love has not been preached per- 
suasively enough, we believe something 
to which experience does not conform. 
If we believe that if Britain had only 
been fortunate enough to have pro- 
duced 30 per cent instead of 2 per cent 
of conscientious objectors to military 
service, Hitler’s ehart would have been 
softened and he would not have dared 
to attack Poland, we hold a faith which 
no historic reality justifies. 


Such a belief has no more justifica- 
tion in the facts of experience than 
the Communist belief that the sole 
cause of man’s sins is the class organi- 
zation of society and the corollary 
faith that a “classless” society will be 
essentially free of human sinfulness. 
All of these beliefs are pathetic alter- 
natives to the Christian faith. They all 
come finally to the same thing. They 
do not believe that man remains a 
tragic creature who needs the divine 
mercy as much at the end as at the be- 
ginning of his moral endeavors. They 
believe rather that there is some fairly 
easy way out of the human situation of 
“self-alienation.” In this connection it 
is significant that Christian pacifists, 
rationalists like Bertrand Russell, and 
mystics like Aldous Huxley, believe 
essentially the same thing. The Chris- 





tians make Christ into the symbol of 
their faith in man. But their faith is 
really identical with that of Russell and 
Huxley. 

o* * 

It is very foolish to deny that the 
ethic of Jesus is an absolute and uncom- 
promising ethic. It is, in the phrase of 
Ernst Troeltsch, an ethic of “love uni- 
versalism and love perfectionism.” The 
injunctions “resist not evil,” “love your 
enemies,” “if ye love them that love 
you what thanks have you?” “be not 
anxious for your life,” and “be ye 
therefore perfect even as your father in 
heaven is perfect,” are all of one piece, 
and they are all uncompromising and 
absolute. Nothing is more futile and 
pathetic than the effort of some Chris- 
tian theologians who find it necessary 
to become involved in the relativities 
of politics, in resistance to tyranny or 
in social conflict, to justify themselves 
by seeking to prove that Christ was 
also involved in some of these relativi- 
ties, that he used whips to drive the 
money-changers out of the Temple, or 
that he came “not to bring peace but 
a sword,” or that he asked the disciples 
to sell a cloak and buy a sword. What 
could be more futile than to build a 
whole ethical structure upon the ex- 
egetical issue whether Jesus accepted 
the sword with the words: “It is 


_enough,” or whether he really meant: 


“Enough of this” ?+ 

Those of us who regard the ethic of 
Jesus as finally and ultimately nor- 
mative, but as not immediately applic- 
able to the task of securing justice in a 
sinful world, are very foolish if we 
try to reduce the ethic so that it will 
cover and justify our prudential and 
relative standards and strategies. To 
do this is to reduce the ethic to a new 
legalism. The significance of the law 
of love is precisely that it is not just 
another law, but a law which tran- 
scends all law. Every law and every 
standard which falls short of the law 
of love embodies contingent factors and 
makes concessions to the fact that sin- 
ful man must achieve tentative har- 
monies of life with life which are less 
than the best. It is dangerous and con- 
fusing to give these tentative and rela- 
tive standards final and absolute re- 
ligious sanction. 

Curiously enough the pacifists are 
just as guilty as their less absolutist 
brethren of diluting the ethic of Jesus 


+Luke XXII :36. 
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for the purpose of justifying their posi- 
tion. They are forced to recognize 
that an ethic of pure non-resistance 
can have no immediate relevance to 
any political situation; for in every 
political situation it is necessary to 
achieve justice by resisting pride and 
power. They therefore declare that 
the ethic of Jesus is not an ethic of 
non-resistance, but one of non-violent 
resistance; that it allows one to resist 
evil provided the resistance does not 
involve the destruction of life or 
property. 

Non-Violence Has No Gospel Authority 

There is not the slightest support in 
Scripture for this doctrine of non- 
violence. Nothing could be plainer 
than that the ethic uncompromisingly 
enjoins non-resistance and not non-vio- 
lent resistance. Furthermore, it is ob- 
vious that the distinction between vio- 
lent and non-violent resistance is not an 
absolute distinction. If it is made ab- 
solute, we arrive at the morally absurd 
position of giving moral preference to 
the non-violent power which Doctor 
Goebbels wields over the type of power 
wielded by a general. This absurdity 
is really derived from the modern 
(and yet probably very ancient and 
very Platonic) heresy of regarding the 
“physical” as evil and the “spiritual” 
as good. The reductio ad absurdum of 
this position is achieved in a_ book 
which has become something of a text- 
book for modern pacifists, Richard 
Gregg’s The Power of Non-Violence. 
In this book non-violent resistance is 
commended as the best method of de- 
feating your foe, particularly as the 
best method of breaking his morale. It 
is suggested that Christ ended his life 
of the cross because he had not com- 
pletely mastered the technique of non- 
violence, and must for this reason be 
regarded as a guide who is inferior to 
Gandhi, but whose significance lies in 
initiating a movement which culmi- 
nates in Gandhi. 

One may well concede thai a wise 
and decent statesmanship will seek not 
only to avoid conflict, but to avoid vio- 
lence in conflict. Parliamentary po- 
litical controversy is one method of 
sublimating political struggles in such 
a way as to avoid violent collisions of 
interest. But this pragmatic distinc- 
tion has nothing to do with the more 
basic distinction between the ethic of 
the “Kingdom of God,” in which no 
concession is made to human sin, and 
all relative political strategies which, 
assuming human sinfulness, seek to 
secure the highest measure of peace 
and justice among selfish and sinful 
men. 


If pacifists were less anxious to 


dilute the ethic of Christ to make it 
conform to their particular type of non- 
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violent politics, and if they were less 
obsessed with the obvious contradic- 
tion between the ethic of Christ and the 
fact of war, they might have noticed 
that the injunction “resist not evil” is 
only part and parcel of a total ethic 
which we violate not only in war-time, 
but every day of our life, and that overt 
conflict is but a final and vivid revela- 
tion of the character of human exist- 
ence. This total ethic can be sum- 
marized most succinctly in the two 
injunctions “Be not anxious for your 
life” and “love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” 

* * 
Need of the Atonement 

The gospel is something more than 
the law of love. The gospel deals with 
the fact that men violate the law of 
love. The gospel presents Christ as the 
pledge and revelation of God’s mercy 
which finds man in his rebellion and 
overcomes his sin. 

The question is whether the grace of 
Christ is primarily a power of right- 
eousness which so heals the sinful 
heart that henceforth it is able to ful- 
fill the law of love; or whether it is 
primarily the assurance of divine 
mercy for a persistent sinfulness which 
man never overcomes completely. When 
St. Paul declared: “I am crucified with 
Christ; nevertheless I live, yet it is no 
more I that live but Christ that dwell- 
eth in me,” did he means that the new 
life in Christ was not his own by rea- 
son of the fact that grace, rather than 
his own power, enabled him to live on 
the new level of righteousness? Or did 
he mean that the new life was his only 
in intention and by reason of God’s 
willingness to accept intention for 
achievement? Was the emphasis upon 
sanctification or justification? 

This is the issue upon which the 
Protestant Reformation separated it- 
self from classical Catholicism, believ- 
ing that Thomistic interpretations of 
grace lent themselves to new forms of 


self-righteousness in place of the 
Judaistic-legalistic self - righteousness 
which St. Paul condemned. If one 


studies the whole thought of St. Paul, 
one is almost forced to the conclusion 
that he was not himself quite certain 
whether the peace which he had found 
in Christ was a moral peace, the peace 
of having become what man truly is; 
or whether it was primarily a religious 
peace, the peace of being “completely 
known and all forgiven,” of being ac- 
cepted by God despite the continued 
sinfulness of the heart. Perhaps St. 
Paul could not be quite sure about 
where the emphasis was to be placed, 
for the simple reason that no one can 
be quite certain about the character of 
this ultimate peace. There must be, 
and there is, moral content in it, a 


fact which Reformation theology tends 
to deny and which Catholic and sec- 
tarian theology emphasizes. But there 
is never such perfect peace through 
his moral achievements, not even the 
achievements which he attributes to 
grace rather than the power of his own 
will. This is the truth which the Ref- 
ormation emphasized and which mod- 
ern Protestant Christianity has almost 
completely forgotten. 

We are, therefore, living in a state 
of sorry moral and religious confusion. 
In the very moment of world history in 
which every contemporary historical 
event justifies the Reformation em- 
phasis upon the persistence of sin on 
every level of moral achievement, we 
not only identify Protestant faith with 
a moralistic sentimentality which 
neglects and obscures truths in the 
Christian gospel (which it was the mis- 
sion of the Reformation to rescue from 
obscurity) but we even neglect those 
reservations and qualifications upon the 
theory of sanctification upon which 
classical Catholicism wisely insisted. 

We have, in other words, reinter- 
preted the Christian gospel in terms of 
the Renaissance faith in man. Modern 
pacifism is merely a final fruit of this 
Renaissance spirit, which has pervaded 
the whole of modern Protestantism. We 
have interpreted world history as a 
gradual ascent to the Kingdom of God 
which waits for final triumph only upon 
the willingness of Christians to “take 
Christ seriously.” There is nothing in 
Christ’s own teachings, except dubious 
interpretations of the parable of the 
leaven and the mustard seeds, to justify 
this interpretation of world history. In 
the whole of the New Testament, Gos- 
pels and Epistles alike, there is only 
one interpretation of world history. 
That pictures history as moving toward 
a climax in which both Christ and anti- 
Christ are revealed. 

The New Testament does not, in 
other words, envisage a simple triumph 
of good over evil in history. It sees 
human history involved in the contra- 
dictions of sin to the end. That is why 
it sees no simple resolution of the 
problem of history. It believes that 
the Kingdom of God will finally re- 
solve the contradiction of history; but 
for it the Kingdom of God is no simple 
historical possibility. The grace of 
God for man and the Kingdom of God 
for history are both divine realities 
and not human possibilities. 
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The Miracle of Money 


by Elisha A. King 


When money is given to a noble purpose it does things. Dr. King, 
for many years minister of the Community Church, Miami Beach, 
Florida, tells the story of the marvelous alchemy which takes 

place through stewardship. 


OU may begin by asking me if 
the age of miracles has passed? 
And I will answer by saying “No, 
not so long as money exists.” Money 
is one of the greatest miracle workers 
in the world. It is a miracle in itself. 
When I hold money that I have 
earned in my hand I can see my image 
and superscription written upon it. I 
have earned it, and it is mine. It is a 
part of myself. It represents me. If 
I am good it will be good; if I am bad 
it may become bad, depending on how 
I use it. 
“Dug from the mountain side, washed 
in the glen; 
Servant am I, or the master of men; 
Steal me, I curse you, 
Earn me, I bless you, 
Grasp me, and hoard me, a fiend shall 
possess you; 
Lie for me, take me, 
Angel or devil, I am what you make 


” 

Clement of Alexandria said that 
money in itself is a thing indifferent. 
It is the holy amalgam of the generos- 
ity of God plus the work of calloused 
hands and thinking brains. Wealth is 
a great partnership. God gives the 
abundant raw material, the forests, 
fields, orchards, mines, shine and 
shower, every conceivable bounty. To 
these men apply the hand and brain 
which God has given and the result is 
wealth. God and man work together. 
Money comes from the expenditure of 
the priceless stuff of life. Coin is 
minted life, stored up power, liquid per- 
sonality, a holy thing. It is not to be 
handled lightly or irreverently, not to 
be wasted. It is sacramental, like the 
Communion. 

“But money grows upon men,” says 
Mr. Watkins. “They do not know how 
sweet it is until they have saved a bit, 
then they begin to be strangely enam- 
oured. If they have not tasted blood 
they have tasted money, and a mys- 
terious passion begins to awake, the 
consequences of which none may fore- 
see. It brings with it a sense of im- 
portance, power, large possibilities of 
honor and indulgence, until in the end 
the man is mastered by it and ruined 
by it, as bees are sometimes drowned 
in their own honey.” 

Just think of the power of money! 


Men have betrayed their country, their 
friends, their God and their immortal 
souls for money. For money they steal 
and rob and break into houses, commit 
assaults and murders and become the 
terrors and scourges of society. For 
money men forge and cheat, organize 
fake companies, tamper with securities, 
snatch the support of the widow and 
steal the bread of the fatherless. For 
money they involve whole countries 
in the horrors and the crimes of war. 
For money they soil the honor of their 
sons and sell their daughters into gilded 
misery, poison the world with propa- 
ganda, and stab reputations in the 


dark. Money corrupts all ages, all na- 

tionalities and whole communities. 

“Plate sin with gold, 

And the strong lance of justice hurtless 
breaks; 

Clothe it with rags, and a tiny straw 
will pierce it.” 


In Milton’s “Paradise Regained,” 
Satan says to Jesus: 
“Money brings honor, friends, con- 


quest and realms, 

They whom I favor thrive in wealth 
amain, 
While virtue, 
want.” 
Jesus replies: 
“Yet wealth without these three is im- 

potent 

To gain dominion, or keep it gained.” 

Great writers of every age, philos- 
ophers and religious teachers have 
said, “Wealth is not an evil in itself.” 
“Money is made for the comfort and 
convenience of life,” says Edmund 
Burke, and Emerson said that men 


valor, wisdom sit in 
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naturally seek money because it is 
power, and they love to feel and wield 
power. Money in itself is not a sin, 
but it is a force that fascinates and 
enthralls. It is the love of money, the 
Scripture says, that is the root of all 
kinds of evil and it is a fact that the 
love of money grows by that which it 
feeds on, and he is a wise man indeed 
who knows how to use money. It is a 
dangerous thing, it may take the place 
of God in our lives, it may possess the 
possessor until it strangles him and 
destroys his soul. 

An English clergyman relates the 
story of a man who became so en- 
amoured of his wealth that every night 
before going to bed he handled good 
bank notes for he liked to see them, 
and feel them in his hands. On the 
night of his death his last whisper to 
his son was a request for a Bank of 
England note. The son gave his father 
a ten-dollar note which he crushed in 
his hand as he expired. No prayer, no 
extreme unction, no God, only money 
to die with. 

Provides the Bottom Things 

But there are some things money 
cannot do! Surely one can get out of 
it all life’s bottom things, but it pro- 
vides no top things. It can feed all the 
flesh appetites. It will supply luxury, 
ease. It will buy place, reverence, sal- 
utations in the market place, and many 
would-be friends. It may provide 
easily all kinds of deviltries, but from 
all the gold and silver in all the world 
not one drop of mother love can be 
distilled. The world’s highest and 
holiest thoughts and loveliest feelings 
do not come naturally from money. It 
would be hard to write a book on money 
as a source of spiritual ecstacy, or as 
a comfort to the immortal soul. The 
trouble is man cannot be satisfied with 
material things alone. There is some- 
thing in him that demands more than 
the material can give. Man must have 
religion. His spirit longs for the Infi- 
nate and cannot be satisfied until it 
rests in God. 

No less a financier then Marshall 
Field said that the greatest good a man 
can do is to cultivate himself, develop 
his powers, in order that he may be of 
greater service to humanity. Elbert 
Hubbard said, “The only way to make 
money is to render service to human- 
ity,” and they all agree that there is 
no happines in mere dollars. George 
Horace Lorimer, former editor of The 
Saturday Evening Post, declares that it 
is a good thing to have money, and the 
things money can buy, but one ought 
to check up once in a while and make 
sure that he hasn’t lost the things that 
money cannot buy. 

It is an odd thing, but Lord Bacon 
said years ago in rather inelegant lan- 
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guage that money is like muck, not 
good except it be spread, and herein is 
the true philosophy of money and the 
explanation of its miraculous power. 
George Adam Smith said in his 
“Wealth of Nations,” that money pro- 
vides a revenue only by circulating or 
changing masters. Man must always 
lay down some portion of his ease, 
liberty, and his happiness to possess 
money. This is the price he pays for 
it but every man lives by exchanging. 
Ruskin reminds us that wealth is like 
a river that overflows its banks. It 
may create a swamp, or wreak untold 
damage or, rightly directed and con- 
trolled, become the veritable water of 
life to the regions around. 

Nowhere in the Gospels can we find 
a word that Jesus said against money 
in itself, though he did say it was dan- 
gerous for a man to have too much. 
His emphasis was on stewardship. A 
follower of Christ is supposed to con- 
sider himself a steward of God’s boun- 
ties, an almoner of his posessions. In 
Jesus’ estimation a foolish man is one 
who builds greater barns than he al- 
ready has to store his surplus goods, 
refusing to share them with his needy 
neighbors. Everywhere he urges giv- 
ing as a grace, as a natural, brotherly 
act, and the parable of the Good Sa- 
maritan will ever stand as a graphic 
illustration and example of social 
welfare. 

The Grace of Giving 

St. Paul follows his Master in this 
respect and in all his churches he es- 
tablished the grace of giving. He was 
careful to mention the “collections” and 
gifts for the care of the aged and the 
needy and distressed. He laid down the 
principle that the religious worker is 
worthy of his wages. The Christian 
principle of giving is “as the Lord 
prospers,” and it is intimated that there 
is reciprocity in giving, give and pros- 
per, withhold and invite disaster. Even 
in the Acts of the Apostles, a saying of 
Jesus is retained which says that it is 
more blessed to give than to receive. 
Whether St. Paul knew of this or not 
he said, “Do not give grudgingly, for 
God loveth a cheerful giver.” 

In speaking of cheerful givers one is 
reminded of the wit who said, “There 
are three kinds of givers; the flint, the 
sponge and the honeycomb. To get 
anything out of the first you must ham- 
mer it. To get anything out of the 
second, you must squeeze it, but the 
third overflows with its own sweet- 
ness.” 

This is the Christian grace of giving. 
From the beginning of St. Paul’s activi- 
ties in establishing churches he ar- 
ranged for regular, systematic giving 
and urged the people to give gener- 
ously as they were able, knowing full 


well that the cause is worthy, and the 
work necessary, but never did he tax 
anyone, or use undue pressure. All 
Christian giving is voluntary, from the 
heart as well as from the pocket-book. 

Since his day the modern church has 
become a complicated thing with many 
departments, workers and missions. It 
requires more money to keep it going 
than in his day, but we believe it is 
valuable, efficient and worthy of sup- 
port. 


A good story is told of a curious in- 
vention to amuse children. It consist- 
ed of a collection of small figures rep- 
resenting on old woman at a wash tub, 
a windmill all set for work, a mason 
with his trowel, a big rooster with his 
wings all set ready to crow. As the 
children looked at it they naturally 
wanted to see the machine work. They 
could stand there forever wishing and 
hoping and praying for that end, but 
that was not the way to make it work. 
They discovered a place in the machine 
where if money were inserted the 
mason began to work, the windmill to 
turn, the woman to scrub and the 
rooster to crow. Amusing as it may 
sound that is what must happen in a 
church, or any other philanthropic 
society, if the machine is to work. God 
forbid that we should ever live just to 
see the wheels go round, or waste our 
energies in merely collecting money 
and paying bills. 


The best thing about giving is the 
joy and peace and satisfaction that 
comes to the giver because he has had 
a part in helping to promote the cause 
in which he believes. If that were all, 
it would be worth it, but the Lord per- 
forms a miracle with our money, it is 
transmuted into service that blesses, 
and somehow or other brings to the 
giver blessings untold and immeasure- 
able. 


But all we say about money, or all 
we can say about it, seems so trite, 
commonplace and inadequate compared 
with all that Christ gave for us. No 
wonder St. Paul said, “Thanks be unto 
God for his unspeakable gift, the gift 
of Christ to us.” Not so long ago a 
minister was preaching a sermon on 
giving and when taking the offering, he 
said, “I want each of you to give today 
as though you were placing your gift 
in his pierced hand, the hand of 
Christ.” At the close of the service a 
member of the congregation came for- 
ward and said, “I was going to put a 
half-dollar into the plate this morning, 
but I just couldn’t do it. Placing my 
gift into his hand seems different. I 
thought of a ten-dollar bill I have at 
home—I’ll give that!” 

Give as He gives who gave thee 
Himself. 
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Let the Men Do It 


WARRANT was served recently 
upon the City Mission Societies 
affiliated with the Northern Bap- 

tist Convention, by the Men of the 

First Baptist Church, Pittsfield, Massa- 

chusetts. It read as follows: 


“The Sixteen City Mission Societies 
affiliated with the Northern Baptist 
Convention are hereby commanded to 
appear before the First Baptist Court 
of Pittsfield on the 17th day of Decem- 
ber in the year of Our Lord 1939 at 
11:30 a. m. to answer to the charge of 
the First Baptist Church that as City 
Mission Societies they have not made 
the best possible use of their allotted 


money.” 
This was one of a series of nine 


presentations, of the work being done by 
the various agencies of the Northern 
Baptist Convention, given by the men. 
The idea grew out of the church council’s 
yearly program-planning meeting. As 
the major objectives of the year were 
being formulated, one of the leaders 
remarked that she would like for the 
pastor or someone to give a series of 
talks on the scope of the work being 
done by the convention. It was her 
feeling,, and many agreed with her, 
that we knew far too little about the 
work of the large organization of which 
the church was a part. Most agreed, 
in the discussion that ensued, that the 
material should be given in more de- 
tail than one should ordinarily expect 
in a sermon. 

For fun, as much as anything else, 
someone remarked, “Let the men make 
the study.” One can imagine the tit- 
ters following such a suggestion. Think 
of a study of missions being made in 
a church by anyone other than a group 
of women! But the smiles vanished 
suddenly when the leader of the men’s 
fellowship, irked a little by the insinu- 
ation, accepted the task. “Surely the 
men would take that as a project; that 
is, if they could be given the regular 
study session—say, once a month—to 
present the material.” 

The program was subsequently ar- 
ranged and undertaken by the men. 
The director of missionary co-opera- 
tion of the state was asked to present 
what might, and did, become a general 
outline of the study. On that basis 
nine separate divisions were made, over 
each of which a leader was assigned. 
These men were encouraged to become 
specialists in their particular field of 
study. For the best possible informa- 
tion they wrote to the executives under 
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The Large Map Furnishes Inspiration to This Men’s Group 








“The men can’t be interested in missions,” they declared. But 

some, including the author of this article, did not believe it. The 

matter was put to the test and the result is disclosed herewith. 

The author is the minister of the First Baptist Church, Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts. 


whose direction their work was being 
done. For personal insights and human 
interest, they communicated directly 
with some of the missionaries. Through 
material in various magazines they 
supplemented those facts. 

A great deal of credit must go to 
them, and the men who helped, for 
making a careful study. It was appar- 
ent to all who attended the various 
presentations that the men were well 


informed. The most inspiring develop-. 


ment, however, was the ingenuity and 
creative ability shown by the men in 
their presentations. While all the pro- 
grams were commendable, some were 
unique, revealing originality and in- 
sight. 

For instance, the trial of the City 
Mission Societies, the WARRANT for 
which has already been cited, created 
much interest. Presented with all the 
solemnity of a court, it had judge, 
clerk, jury, attorneys, expert investi- 
gators and witnesses. As the court 
opened the prosecution was represented 


as having just finished its case, so the 
attorney for the defense, representing 
the sixteen City Mission Societies, took 
the floor. With the aid of a number of 
“expert investigators” the defense 
showed the tragic need the societies 
were meeting, and the tremendous 
amount of work they were doing—and 
on such a depleted income. The infor- 
mation was adequate, convincing. As 
the defense rested its case, the prose- 
cuting attorney dramatically arose and 
addressed the court to the effect that 
the City Mission Societies had made 
such a strong case, that, acting in be- 
half of the First Baptist Church, he 
withdrew the charge. Moreover, he 
wished to go on record as highly com- 
mending the societies. The court 
promptly accepted the withdrawal and 
the case was dismissed. 

Other programs were equally inter- 
esting. The leader of the foreign field- 
study section conceived the novel idea 
of presenting his material in the form 
of observations made while taking a 
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tour of the mission fields in the “First 
Baptist Clipper.” Special amplifying 
equipment was installed with a micro- 
phone on the stage to make it possible 
for the men to be heard as they con- 
versed from around a table. From off 
stage, another microphone carried soft 
music characteristic of the country 
under discussion. An electric fan 
flapping a piece of paper produced the 
realistic sound effects of an aeroplane 
motor. 

Over the period of two Sundays each 
of the great mission fields of the de- 
nomination were visited. As part of 
the program for the second Sunday, a 
ten-minute dramatization was given of 
the work being done by the church’s 
own missionary, Miss Willie P. Harris, 
Hwa Mei Hospital in Ningpo, China. 
This episode was based on material re- 
ceived in letters from Miss Harris 
within the last four or five months. To 
add still further to the realism, one of 
the Chinese young men, a member of 
the church and of the Chinese Sunday 
school, took part in describing the good 
the missionaries have done for his 
own people. 

Something should be said about the 
visual aids the men employed to pre- 
sent their story. The most effective 
was a large framed map of the world, 
erected on standards, and having the 
major mission fields of the denomina- 
tion, both at home and abroad, desig- 
nated by means of small electric bulbs. 
The variously colored lionel reflection 
lights, the kind regularly used in 
“model railroading,” were controlled by 
switches on the front of the board 
which made it possible to light the dif- 
ferent phases of the work: whether for- 
eign, or home or the special kingdom 
extension projects of the Pittsfield 
Church. 

One can imagine how much interest 
was added by such a map. The course 
of travel, for example, of the “Clipper 
Tour” of the foreign fields was “char- 
tered” by what could be easily consid- 
ered “beacon lights.” In other novel 
ways it was also used. 

Still another visual aid to facilitate 
the presentations was a large chart of 
sign cloth depicting the organizational 
set-up of the convention. On this, also, 
was shown the missionary dollar with 
its various divisions, each section of 
which was painted a color correspond- 
ing to that of the light on the map. 

The temptation is strong to become 
over-enthusiastic in evaluating the 
worth of such a project in missionary 
education. It was an experiment well 
worth the effort. Certainly much in- 


formation was imparted to the people, 
and the interest grew from the very 
beginning. The greatest value was de- 
rived by the forty or more men who 
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A Year’s 


HE following outline gives the ob- 

jectives and program, which the 

First Baptist Church, Columbus, 

Ohio, is seeking to follow during the 

year 1940-41. The minister is Charles 
F. Banning. 

OBJECTIVES: 

I. Evangelism—10 New Members Each 
Month 

1. Visitation by Evangelistic Com- 

mittee. 
2. Charles A. Wells, January 5-12. 


II. Religious Education 


1. 10% increase in Sunday school 
attendance. 

2. Adequate youth organization and 
program. 


3. Provide leadership education. 
III. Missionary Quota Paid in Full 

Increase in “Mission” subscribers. 

Share in world relief of suffering. 
IV. Worship 

1. In home—250 copies of “Secret 
Place.” 

2. Public—larger attendance. Deeper 
spiritual significance. 

8. More Bible study in home and 
church. 

4. Everyone unite in prayer, 7:50 
p. m. to 8:00 p. m. each Wednesday. 

5. Ten neighborhood prayer meet- 
ings in December. 
V. Finance 

1. Regular financial reports to the 
church. 

2. Payment of $200 per month, plus 
interest, on building fund. 

3. Pledges from all and 
time. 

4. Publish roll of those made 
paid pledges to building fund. 
VI. Publicity 

1. First Baptist News each month. 

2. One sermon per month. 

3. Telephone reminder—40 people, 
five families each. 

4. Bulletins to prospects Friday. 
VII. Monthly Meeting for Men. 


paid on 


and 





had a part in the various programs; 
and not the least was the psycholog- 
ical effect of having a group of men 
make the study. 

We are hoping to continue the study 
another year. The experience has been 
such as to make us feel that the men 
will be interested at another time to 
investigate the different phases of mis- 
sions: such as the legal, medical, diplo- 
matic, evangelistic and educational. 
The work of this year will serve as a 
splendid background for a venture of 
that kind. Again, the study. will be 
made by the men. 


Program 


MONTH BY MONTH 
September 
1. Miss Ruth Champlin welcomed. 
3. Official board meeting. 


4, Informal reception to Miss 
Champlin. 
8. “Dr. Banning Day.” Fifth anni- 
versary. 


10. Young people’s dinner. 

12. Women’s all-day meeting. Men’s 
conference at Granville. 

15. Young adult conference—Gran- 
ville. 10 a. m.-4 p.m. Youth retreat. 

27. Columbus Association. Tenth 
Avenue Church. 

29. Rally day in Sunday school. 
October 

6. World-wide communion Sunday. 
Sermons for home makers begins. 


10. Women’s all-day meeting. 
15-18. Ohio Baptist Convention, 
Akron. 


29. Religious education conference. 
First Church fellowship suppers Wed- 
nesday p. m. 

November 

38. A peck of pennies for pastor’s 
pet project. 

14. Woman’s all-day meeting. 

28-30. Ohio youth conference. 

27. Thanksgiving service. St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church. 

December 

5. Church officers clinic for Central 
Ohio. 

8. Universal Bible Sunday. 

12. Woman’s all-day meeting. 

22. White Gift Sunday. 


31. New Year’s watch night. 

Forty neighborhood prayer meet- 
ings. Youth caro] singing. 
January, 1941 

5. New Year’s Sunday. Charles A. 


Wells, 5-12. 

9. Woman’s all-day meeting. 
copies of January booklet read. 
February 

Fellowship suppers, Wednesday p. m. 

World program of the Christian 
church. 

1. In our lord (class). 
2. Across the seal (class). 
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13. Woman’s all-day meeting. 

28. World day of prayer. 
March 

13. Woman’s all-day meeting. 


April 

6. Palm Sunday. 

9-11. Holy Week services. 

10. Women’s all-day meeting. 

13. Easter Sunday. 

20. Every member canvass Sunday. 

22. Pay-up Sunday. All pledges 
paid in full. 

30. Reception for new members. 

(Turn to page 153) 
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The Candle Lighting Service 


HERE are many types of candle 

light and candlelighting services. 

For a number of years we have 
made it a point of publishing these in 
the Christmas and Easter issues of 
Church Management. The one pre- 
sented here is quite different than 
others which we have used, both in the 
processional, the lighting ceremony and 
the intent of the service. It was used 
in the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, Springfield, Illinois. 

Twelve young people participated in 
the service. They enter the sanctuary 
by twos and march to the chancel. Each 
carries a white lighted candle in his 
hands which is placed in a candelabrum 
as he enters the chancel. Inside two 
candelabra holding the white lighted 
candles is a third which holds twelve 
red candles. These are lighted one by 
one as the service proceeds. 

The lighting ceremony is divided 
into three parts. Two candles are 
lighted under the head of “The Candles 
of Christmas.” Five are lighted in the 
second section which is called “The 
Christmas Story.” The remaining five 
are lighted in the section “Thy King- 
dom Come.” This third section of the 
lighting service gives the social em- 
phasis to the ceremony, something 
which is lacking in most traditional 
services. It is given so tastefully that 
one is not conscious of a break from 
the preceding parts of the service. 

The program is not uniformly used 
year after year but changes to em- 
phasize needs of the day. One of the 
programs follows: 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
Prelude: “Jesu Bambino,” Yon—Violin 
and Organ 
Christmas Carols—Bells 
Invocation 
Hymn 
Responsive Reading (from the Psalter) 
Processional Hymn: “O Come, All Ye 
Faithful”—Choir 





A Year’s Program 
(From page 152) 
May 
4. First Communion in New Year. 
7. Annual meeting of the church. 
8. Women’s all-day meeting. 
11. Mother’s Day. Northern Baptist 
convention. Wichita, Kansas. 
June 
8. Children’s 
babies. 
12. Woman’s all-day meeting. 
15. Father’s Day. Women’s house 
party. Granville. Summer assembly 
for young people. 


Day. Dedication of 





The Candles of Christmas 

The First Candle: “The Candles of 
Christmas” 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

Because he anointed me to preach good 
tidings to the poor; 

He hath sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives, 

And recovering of sight to the blind, 

To set at liberty them that are bruised, 

To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord.” 


“The dayspring from on high hath vis- 
ited us, 

To give light to them that sit in dark- 
ness, and in the shadow of death, 
To guide our feet into the way of 

peace.” 


“Then be ye glad, good people, 

This night of all the year, 

And light ye up your candles 
For His star it shineth clear!” 


The Second Candle: “Arise, Shine, for 


Thy Light Is Come 


Isaiah 60:13; Psalm 67; Isaiah 
60:1, 3 
Response: “Away in a Manger’—A 


boy soprano 
The Christmas Story 


The Third Candle: “The Song of 
Mary” 
Luke 1:46-55 
Response: “What Child Is This?”— 
Choir 


The Fourth Candle: “The Shep- 


herds’ Story” 
Luke 2:8-14 








Here Is a Christmas Tree Decorated Entirely 
With Ornaments Made From Cellophane. 
Many Colors Are Used for 
Effective Display. 
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Response: “The First Noel’—Choir 
The Fifth Candle: “The Shepherds’ 
Story” 
Luke 2:15-20 
Response: “Shepherds Now Go We”’— 


Soprano, flute, and the Choir 

The Sixth Candle: “The Visit of the 
Magi” 

Matthew 2:1-11 

Response: “We Three Kings of Orient 
Are”’—Choir and three men’s voices 

The Seventh Candle: “Unto Us a Child 
Is Born” 

Isaiah 9:6, 7; 52:7 

Response: (Offertory): “No Candle 

Was There and No Fire”—A soloist 
“Thy Kingdom Come” 

The Eighth Candle: “He Whom a 
Dream Hath Possessed,’ Shaemus 
O’Sheel. (May be found in Quotable 
Poems, Vol. I; or in Little Book of 
Modern Verse.) 


In which the poet sings of the invin- 
cible life of one who is possessed of a 
great dream. 

The Ninth Candle: 


Than Meat” 
Luke 12:22-32 
The Tenth Candle 
God” 


The kingdom of heaven is like to a 
grain of mustard seed, which a man 
took, and sowed in his field: Which in- 
deed is the least of all seeds: but when 
it is grown, it is the greatest among the 
herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and lodge in the 
branches thereof. . . . The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto leaven, which a 
woman took, and hid in three measures 
of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
unto a merchant man, seeking goodly 
pearls: Who, when he had found one 
pearl of great price, went and sold all 
that he had, and bought it. 

The kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation: Neither shall they say, 
Lo here! or, Lo there! for, behold, the 
kingdom of God is within you. 

And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth; for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away; and there was 
no more sea. And I John saw the holy 
city, new Jerusalem, coming down from 
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard 
a great voice out of heaven saying, Be- 
hold the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God himself 
shall be with them, and be their God. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God. 

Response (solo): “A Norwegian Child’s 

Prayer,” Kountz 
The Eleventh Candle: “The Soul of 

the City Receives the Gift of the 

Holy Spirit,” Vachel Lindsay. (May 

be found in “Collected Poems” by 

Vachel Lindsay.) 

In which the poet conceives of the 
Gift of the Holy Spirit descending uvon 
our town as giant censors swing above 
it in the heavens. 

The Twelfth Candle: “Hymn of Con- 
secration,” Haryah Waman Tilak 


Christ, 
My devoted offering 


“The Life Is More 


“The Kingdom of 
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AT RIGHT 


Window display in the store 
of Carrol E. Whittemore, 
Associates, Boston, 
Massachusetts. 


BELOW 
office—‘‘work and 
confusion.” 


Editor's 


SOME CLOSE-UPS OF “CHURCH MANAGEMENT” 


BELOW 


Subscription office—‘“‘efficiency 
and dispatch.” 








I bring, 

Everything. 

The thoughts that come into my 
mind, 

The flow of my conversation, 

The sum of all my actions, 

Yes, my very self, I give to Christ. 


My brothers and sisters, my beloved 
family, 

My childhood, my manhood, 

My poverty, my wealth, 

All my possessions, I offer to thee, O 
Lord. 


The land of my birth, dearer to me 
than life itself, 

Her welfare, and prosperity, 

The hopes and visions I have for her, 

Yes, the tears I shed for her, 

Yes, the tears I shed for her, 

I pour out at Thy feet. 


Praise or blame, 
Honor or dishonor, 
Vain thoughts of living or of death, 


Even the whole world 
I bring unto Thee, O Christ! 


Christ, 
My devoted offering 
I bring, 
Everything. 
Benediction 
Response: “Silent Night”—The Choir 


Organ Chimes 





GOLDEN WEDDING 


Ransom says: 

Fanny, when I came a-sparking, 

(Now I see that you’re a-harking) 

I thought you were pretty sweet. 

Nowdays you’d be a number neat. 

Of all the girls you were most charm- 
ing, 

Took my heart and that’s no yarning. 

When you agreed to share my meals 

I jumped and triple-kicked my heels. 


Now that we’ve been hitched together, 
Broke to stand, whate’er the weather, 
Wandered up and down the pasture 


Fifty years since when I ask’d yer, 

I want to tell you here and now 

There’s not a horse, nor pig, nor cow, 

Nor farm, nor scripture prize of pearl, 

I’d rather have than you, my girl! 

Fanny says: 

Ransom, I’m glad the weather’s coolish, 

We _— the sun’s not made you fool- 
isn. 

You always had the loving art 

Of speaking kindly from your heart. 

In all the land of God’s that’s green, 

So fine a man I’ve never seen. 

Of jellies, jams and all the rest 

Here on the farm, you’re still the best. 


It is a heap we’ve seen of life 
Since I first became your wife. 
We have worked to learn and know 
Some things that matter here below, 
And lead us on to look above 
To seek the Father’s house of love. 
To God indeed we are beholden 
That this our wedding day is golden. 
Cecil Plumb, 
Boston, Massachusetts. 
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The Disbelieving Man 


TIME comes to most men when, 

no matter how they have tried to 

conceal the truth, it has to come 
out. They must face reality. I have 
reached that hour. For the past three 
years, I have been a living lie. Pos- 
sibly I am mistaken, but up to now I 
think I have been clever enough to 
camouflage my position. No one, as 
far as I know, suspects the truth. Yet 
I cannot keep up the deception much 
longer. That is why I am writing to 
you. Although I have not slipped my 
moorings in any moral sense, al- 
though I still do right by my family 
and church, although there are no out- 
ward indications that I am not what 
I was, intellectually and _ spiritually, 
that does not alter the case. I am a 
hypocrite. I have lost my faith. I no 
longer believe the truths of Christian 
doctrine, although I still preach them. 
Sometimes I marvel at my brazen ef- 
frontery, mouthing the orthodox 
phrases, preaching in conformity with 
the tenets of my congregation. It is 
surprising to me that the divine hand 
does not strike me down. Perhaps when 
I say three years I am misleading you. 
The state of mind or soul has been 
coming on gradually, but it dates back 
to about that time. It started with 
what I felt was a raw deal from one 
of our leading laymen. He was a pil- 
lar in the church, narrow to the point 
of bigotry, ultra-pious and _ rigidly 
orthodox. He was, as Paul puts it, 
one brought up in the straitest sect 
of our religion—a Pharisee of the 
Pharisees. But straitness of sect and 
crookedness of conduct were not. 
mutually exclusive terms. He was crit- 
ical of me from the first, questioning 
my theology, and openly putting me on 
the spot more than once. This annoyed 
me and it certainly aroused the critical 
spirit. And then I found myself 
scrutinizing more or less detachedly, 
not only people, but also the doctrines 
upon which the whole fabric of faith 
was built up. There is no use in going 
into details; that might seem an ex- 
cuse for hairsplitting or controversy. 
Admitting that there should be room 
for a difference of opinion about cer- 
tain facts, and the interpretation to be 
put on them, strictly my present posi- 
tion has got nothing to do with such 
legitimate differences. I am not totally 
adrift. Agnosticism is too dignified a 
term for my state of mind. I don’t 
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know where I am or what I believe, ex- 
cept that I don’t believe as I once did, 
nor even ten per cent of what I preach. 
Can you beat that as a frightful con- 
fession? Still, without angering you 
too far—and heaven knows I need a 
helping hand—the worst is yet to come. 
You would probably say that. my diffi- 
culties would largely disappear if I 
quitted the ministry altogether. I 
ought, and yet I cannot. I dare not 
risk a plunge into the chaotic condition 
of today, for being untrained for busi- 
ness, there is nothing else I can do. I 
cannot starve. I must stay on here 
until I am turned out, and yet I am 
a colossal fraud and know it. Tell me, 
what on earth can I do? I don’t mind 
brutal frankness if there is sound ad- 
vice with it. I am at the end of my 
rope, and I tremble to think what 
might happen if .. .” 
* * * 

You have asked for it and you will 
get it. There will be nothing brutal, 
but plenty of frankness you shall have. 
And we start out by saying that this 
appalling state of affairs must end, and 
end now. Your letter creates an im- 
pression which cannot be wholly de- 
fined. At first, we thought we detected 
a little vanity and sophistication, as 
though you wanted to make our flesh 
creep! Then, there was a touch of 
childish petulance about Pharisees 
which was unworthy of you. But the 
third element left us wondering; it was 
either mercenariness or cowardice. 

You need someone to hold the mirror 
to your face so that you may see just 
what you are like. And then to take 
you at your word, and give you the 
castigation you deserve. Unbelieving, 
yet pretending to believe; hypocritical, 
yet holding a sacred office; confessedly 
an intellectual crook, yet sitting in 
judgment upon others, either for their 


inconsistency or the constancy of their 
faith—what kind of man are you? 


But, wait! That will not accomplish 
anything. To rebuke and upbraid will 
only fan the fires of resentment. While 
we retract nothing, we shall start from 
another angle. Let us analyze the sit- 
uation, with the one desire to get at 
the truth. That raw deal of which you 
speak was not the cause of your apos- 
tasy. That is not just. You know as 
well as we do that is no legitimate 
argument. There are hundreds of fine, 
worthy Christians who more than coun- 
terbalance one poor specimen. As you 
also know, there are disease germs in 
our bodies, awaiting some factor like 
lowered resistance to give them a 
chance. So unbelief was already in 
your soul. That experience of criticism 
just gave the germs power to grip you. 
We must go further back. Was there 
neglect of private devotions? Were the 
standards of personal life voluntarily 
lowered? Had professionalism entered 
your life, so that your sacred functions 
were discharged merely as duties and 
your ministry was regarded merely as 
a job? Lowered resistance somewhere, 
and you went down! We all run that 
risk when we grow slack, or neglect 
the cultivation of our own spiritual 
life. 


There is no way up, no way back, 


“unless you are in dead earnest to end 


an impossible situation. You must see 
that! If you were down with diph- 
theria or tuberculosis, how you would 
battle against it. Can you let a vastly 
more serious matter drag on indefi- 
nitely? We are sure you cannot. Then 
here are the alternatives; either you 
regain your faith or resign your 
charge. No matter what it may cost, 
one of these two courses must be 
taken. Nothing else is possible if you 
are ever to get back your self-respect 
and deserve to rank as a man. 
Believe us, we are not harsh or cen- 
sorious. It is our earnest desire to aid 
you. Every thoughtful man has his 
periods of intellectual stress. Some- 
times, like a snowstorm blotting out 
familiar landmarks, so that the trav- 
eler does not know where he is, some- 
times like a dense fog, so that the 
mariner has to move cautiously, and 
must keep his course by the compass, 
doubt or deep questionings may assail 
us. You will recall how the Apostle 
Thomas suffered a complete eclipse of 
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faith. But, in fairness to him, be it 
said, he had passed through experi- 
ences which might shake any man’s 
beliefs to the foundation. Yet the dif- 
ference between Thomas and the mod- 
ern unbeliever is that faith meant so 
much to him that he had to find an 
answer to his queries. He did not 
doubt because he wanted to do so, nor 
for the sake of appearing intellectually 
emancipated. His faith was so precious 
that the loss of it was a disaster. But 
he did not, meanwhile, pose or pre- 
tend. And he never got very far away 
from Christ. Like Tennyson’s friend, 


“He would not make his judgment 
blind, 
He faced the spectres of the mind, 
And laid them.” 


His contact with Christ dispelled his 
doubts. He found certainty in that 
personal intimacy with the Master 
which is the sole cure for the troubled 
mind. 


We are not preaching, although 
preaching is the supreme passion of 
our life. But in the most brotherly way, 
yet with the fullest conviction, we de- 
clare that this is the way back—the 
only way—for any man worthy of the 
name of Christian. You know the path. 
We have no need to counsel you, except 
to say that in genuine repentance and 
confession, you must renounce your 
present line of living. In the privacy 
of your study, you must turn again to 
God. By self-examination and honesty 
of purpose you can do this. 


As you have not gone into particu- 
lars, we can offer only general guid- 
ance. But there are certain essentials 
of belief more valid than any other 
facts of history or experience. As Des- 
cartes started with the _ irrefutable 
maxim, “Cogito ergo sum—lI think, 
therefore I am,” you may start with 
the elemental principle, “God is and is 
the rewarder of them that diligently 
seek Him.” The basic truths are re- 
lated to this: Christ, man, sin, redemp- 
tion. On those foundation stones you 
can build up the structure of a new, 
solid, and stable faith. Will you not 
set to work on this? 

We are deeply concerned about you, 
your future, and above all your influ- 
ence upon those committed to your 
charge. Of necessity, our counsel may 
fall wide of the mark because we do 
not know you personally. Get away by 
yourself for a week, and fight this out. 
Or, better still, seek the help of some 
older man, more experienced than 
yourself. Surely there is a _ brother 
minister, not necessarily in your own 
vicinity, in whom you could confide. 
Laying the matter before him, in strict 
confidence, he could give you that 
spiritual aid you require, and by 


friendly oversight help you on your 





CHURCH MANAGEMENT for December, 1940 





Dedication Service fora 
Memorial Window 


EDICATION (Minister): Dearly 
D beloved in the Lord; forasmuch 

as devout and holy men, as well 
under the law as under the Gospel, 
moved either by the express command 
of God, or by the secret inspiration of 
the blessed Spirit, and acting agree- 
ably to their own reason and sense of 
the natural decency of things, have 
erected houses for the public worship 
of God, and separated them from all 
unhallowed, worldly, and common uses, 
in order to fill men’s minds with greater 
reverence for his glorious Majesty, 
and seeking to further enhance this out- 
ward expression of inward grace with 
the gift of beauty, they do now offer 
up this window with praise and suppli- 
cation that our heavenly Father may 
bless the undertaking faithfully and 
devoutly made in his name—through 
Jesus Christ our blessed Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 


MINISTER: To the glory of God 
the Father, to the service of Jesus 
Christ and His Church, and to the 
quickening influence of the Holy Spirit, 

PEOPLE: We Dedicate this Win- 
dow. 


MINISTER: To ever remind us of 
the spirit of friendliness and generos- 
ity that prompted the gift of this beau- 
tiful window to this church and com- 
munity; and with a prayer to God that 
we the members of this church and con- 
gregation may ever emulate the same 
spirit, 


PEOPLE: We Dedicate this Win- 
dow. 
MINISTER: For the ministry of 


art to the soul; for the inspiration of 
the design of this window to the intel- 
lect; and for the direction of the 
thoughts of the congregation in chan- 
nels of Christian mediation, 

PEOPLE: We Dedicate this Win- 
dow. 


MINISTER: For the beneficient in- 
fluence of the fiigure of Christ in the 
presence of the Sunday School and 
Young People’s services; and for the 
quiet, unobtrusive influence of the win- 
dow during the week; and for the good 
of the whole community, 


PEOPLE: We Dedicate this Win- 
dow. 
MINISTER: For’ the _ continual, 


winsome invitation suggested by this 
picture to accept the wholesome and 
vital teachings of Jesus; and for the 
suggestion that we ever seek to know 
the truth, practice faith, hope, charity, 
prayer, joy, love and peace in our daily 
lives, 

PEOPLE: 
dow. 


PRAYER: Almighty God, our heav- 
enly Father, who didst inspire the ar- 
tists of thine ancient Church to adorn 
the tabernacle and the temple with 
splendid color and rich device; accept 
and bless we pray thee this Window, 
placed here to magnify thy goodness 
and to remind us of thy faithful ser- 
vant (now passed unto his (her) rest). 
Grant that its symbols and its story 
may assist our faith and augment our 
hope, so that we and all who may be- 
hold shall more fully love and serve 
thee here on earth, and in thy good 


We Dedicate this Win- 





return journey. You have made a 
start in getting this matter off your 
mind by writing to us. We are glad 
you did. But now, follow it up. 

If the course we have chartered is 
unacceptable to you, then the alterna- 
tive must be taken. No longer can 
you jeopardize the honor of Christ, 
your people’s welfare and yourself by 
continuing in the path of duplicity. If 
faith cannot be recovered in the way 
indicated, if you are unwilling to 
grapple with your doubts, then you 
must get out. To do so is merely pre- 
dating your departure, in any case. If 
there be any choice between two evils, 
it is either going voluntarily now or 
being forced out. A church can sense 
something wrong. We are not sure 
that your optimism about its lack of 
perception is well founded. There is 


a “feel” about a counterfeit note. 
There is an unmistakable sound about 
a lead quarter. Make no mistake, 
murder will out! You may have some 
difficulty in obtaining a new start, but 
is it not better to face that and recap- 
ture your self-respect, to be able to 
hold up your head, and to know that 
you are no longer a poseur and an im- 
poster? 

Pull yourself together. Gather up 
the remnants of those fine ideals and 
noble enthusiasms which once were 
yours. As you previously heard and 
obeyed the divine call which led you to 
devote your life to Christ’s cause, hear 
that voice again and follow its high be- 
hests. Thomas won his battle. So did 
Peter. So can you. Only be true to 
the light you have and the fuller light 
shall be yours. 
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time behold the full light of the world, 
and through his humanity didst reveal | 
unto us divinity; grant that in our par- | 
tial and imperfect symbols of thy | 
truth, and especially in this window 
now placed here to honor thy Name 
and proclaim thy Gospel, we may learn | 
more of thy grace and glory. And as 
thou has called us out of darkness into 
thy marvelous light, grant that as thy 
sunshine passes through this window 
and blazons symbols of thy love, we 
may receive the teachings thus dis- 
played and be inspired to holier living. 
We thank thee for the message it car- 
ries, for the truths it suggests, for the 
influence of its beauty. Help us all to 
cultivate the beauty of holiness. We 
ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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America’s No.1 Gift Periodical | 






as Christmas Gifts since 
its establishment 


ONE factor in the remarkable growth of THE UPPER ROOM 
has been the recognition of its value as a gift to others. 
For the pastor or group leader to give officials, associates, class 
members; for one individual to give another; for parents to 
send to their children away from home, in college, at work— 
no gift exceeds THE UPPER ROOM in lasting helpfulness. 


The two widely used plans for giving are: 


1. THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. For 30 cents, postpaid; 
foreign, 40 cents, THE UPPER ROOM can be sent for one year. 
The recipient is notified by us with an attractive gift card which 
indicates your name as the giver. 

For $2.00, postpaid, you can send a year’s subscription of the 


Braille Edition for the blind to some unfortunate person that a 












































Short Sermons 
(From page 139) 
your life by the use you make of your 
spare time. 





* * * 


12. The only way to spell business is | 
with a “U” and “I” in it. 
* a oa 
13. There is something in a man 
that calls for beauty and comradeship 


and righteousness. 
* * * 


you want to remember at Christmas time. 





14. Doing an injury puts you below 
your enemy; revenge makes you but 
even with him; forgiveness puts you | 
above him.—F ranklin. 

* *” * 

15. Faith supplies this needed power | 
and makes all the difference between 
hopeless fatalism and courageous pur- 
pose. 


This Envelope Contains a Copy of 


Che Upper Room 


JANUARY FEBRUARY-MARCH 
With Best Wishes of 


* * * 





16. It is better to fail in doing 
something than to succeed in doing 
nothing. 














2. COPIES OF THE JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH ISSUE. 
In lots of 10 or more to one address 5 cents each, postpaid. 
For 1 cent each (lots of 10 or more), you can obtain a two- 
color envelope (see above) in which gift copies of THE UPPER 
ROOM may be mailed or given direct. 


* * * 


17. Life’s best remedies are not 


always the easiest to take. 
* * * 


18. It requires true discernment to 
make right choices. 








A NEW BOOK NOW AVAILABLE 


“Pictures in The Upper Room: A Study in Devotional Art,” 
containing reproductions of 20 cover pictures, with their inter- 
pretations by Albert E. Bailey; attractive two-color, paper 
cover, now available. Buy it for yourself and as a gift for 
those who appreciate THE UPPER ROOM. Price, 25 cents, 
postpaid. 


THE PRINCE OF PEACE: IS HE 
ALIVE? 

In the British Museum there is stored 
away a phonograph record of a speech 
broadcast to the British Empire by 
King George V on Christmas day, 1933. 
The record has been specially prepared 
so that it will be usable five thousand 
years hence. Meanwhile it is interred 
in a museum. So have the speeches 
of Jesus been laid away by many in the 
vault of history. | 

The prince of life—is he alive in our 
world? 

From The Acts of the Apostles by | 
Halford E. Luccock; Willett, Clark & 
Company. | 











PLEASE place your order as early as possible to insure get- 
ting it in time for re-mailing before Christmas or for whatever 
manner of distribution you choose. Send all orders to 


THE UPPER ROOM 


300 American Trust Building 
Nashville, Tenn. 
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Listening in to the Heavens 
A Sermon by 7. Richmond Mergan* 


Then came a voice out of heaven— 
The people that stood by and heard it, 
said that it thundered; others said, “An 
angel spake to him.” Jesus answered, 
“This voice came not because of me, 
but for your sakes.”—John 12:28-30. 


N the raising of Lazarus from 
(i) the grave, Jesus completely baf- 

fled and disarmed his enemies, 
and thoroughly cinched the loyalty of 
his friends. These friends had put on 
quite a demonstration as Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem, but beneath the loud 
“Hosannas,” Jesus detected the sour 
murmurings of his enemies and read 
into it the announcement of his ap- 
proaching death. He prays that he 
may be enabled to go through with the 
purpose for which he came into the 
world ,and as the answer comes out of 
heaven, his enemies said, “It thun- 


dered!” His friends said, “An angel 
spake to him.” Thunder claps or an- 
gels’ message—it all depends upon 


those who hear. 


I once took a college course under a 
very learned but unmethodical teacher. 
All I remember about that course is: 
“Some people mistake the flapping of 
a donkey’s ears for the flutter of an- 
gel’s wings.” I did not realize then that 
was the teacher’s way of saying that 
we were moving into a period when the 
spiritual interpretation of life was be- 
ing pushed back into the undertow, and 
that the materialistic interpretation 
was being given prominence. We are 
all “receiving sets,” and the quality of 
our reception depends very largely 
upon the things to which we are “tuned 
in,” and upon our capacity to select the 
angel’s voice rather than the thun- 
der of static. 

A Sense of Values 

In the ordinary experience of living, 
nothing is more serviceable than a sense 
of humor. I had a friend to whom I 
often carried my problems. On this 
particular occasion I was in deadly 
earnest and he recognized it. He lis- 
tened till I was through, then a whim- 
sical twinkle came into his eyes and 
smilingly he said, “Really, now that 
you have expressed yourself, is it as 
serious as it seems?” With one or two 
quick twists of his nimble mind, I was 
laughing the healthy laugh of one who 
had caught its contagion. 

The same day our evening newspa- 
per published one of Abe Martin’s 


*Minister, Congregational Church, Peru, IIli- 
nois. 


squibs which read, “Lafe Bud received 
a beautiful edition of the New Testa- 
ment for Christmas, and it’s all hol- 
lowed out to hold half a pint.” In the 
comparison of the whimsical humor of 
my friend, and the irreverant humor 
of Abe Martin, we have an example of 
the clamorous thunder of loud, vulgar 
laughter that defiles, and the whole- 
some inward chuckle that cleanses and 
heals. That discrimination between 
kindly humor and vulgar blasphemy 
illustrates what I mean by a whole- 
some sense of values. It is for the will 
to discriminate between a thunder clap 
and an angel’s voice I make my appeal. 

You will observe that Jesus did not 
seem unduly annoyed when his enemies 
mistook the angel’s voice for a thun- 
der’s clap. He understood. Then, as 
now, people are material beings, liv- 
ing in a material world, and continu- 
ally dealing with material things. Yet 
when God does speak, whether it be in 
the language of the clamorous thun- 
der or in the silent eloquence of a 
trusting child, why say, “That’s just 
the voice of nature.” Why not say, 
“An angel speaks!” 


The Evaluation of Mankind 

This matter of how we interpret is 
particularly important now when man- 
kind itself is up for evaluation. Two 
opposite views of the worth of man are 
in open conflict. One has been ex- 
pressed in the pungent but undigni- 
fied definition: “Man is an inefficient 
digestive tract topped by a fungoid 
growth.” The other is the view of the 
ancient Psalmis: “Thou hast made 
him a little lower than the angels.” 
There simply is no compatibility be- 
tween those views. 

When Mrs. Bertrand Russell speaks 
of man, she says, “A human being is 
a certain kind of conglomeration of 
processes and chemical reactions which, 
in relation to stimuli and environment, 
produce certain instincts and desires. 
Animals we are, and animals we re- 
main, and the path to our regenera- 
tion and happiness, if there be such a 
path, lies through our animal nature.” 

It is told of Bill Nye that one dark 
night he came to a little hotel in New 
York state. He had walked many 
miles, was dust covered and carried 
his luggage under his arm. Asking for 
a bed for the night, the hotel-keeper 


_ looked him over and said, “We have no 


rooms.” Bill Nye said, “I must have 


a room.” The hotel-keeper replied, 
“We have a little room on the fourth 
floor, but you can’t sleep there.” “Oh 
yes, I can,” said Nye. “You'll have 
to carry your own luggage up,” said 
the hotel-keeper. When the man saw 
Nye’s name he said, “Oh, we have a 
better room for you.” “No, I'll take 
the one on the fourth floor.” “Let me 
carry your baggage, Mr. Nye.” “No, 
I can carry it all right.” Nye knew 
that the hotel-keeper prided himself 
on looking like Henry Clay. Nye said, 
“They tell me you look like clay.” 
“Yes,” said the man, “Henry Clay.” 
“No,” said Bill Nye, “not Henry Clay, 
just plain clay, plain yellow clay.” 


It is our sense of value of mankind 
that really decides our attitude and 
disposition to our fellows. Someone 
recently asked this question: “Is man 
merely the result of the unaided forces 
of nature, just an animal, a highly de- 
veloped mammal which walks upright 
and is possessed of a well developed 
brain, but no more the object of divine 
solicitude than the beaver or the bear?” 

This may be a hackneyed way of 
saying what I mean, yet most of us 
understand when things are put into 
simple human terms. Lecturing on 
precious stones, the professor said, 
“This opal is nothing more than sand.” 
“This sapphire is merely clay.” “This 
diamond is simply soot.” 


One of his students asked, “Profes- 
sor, and what are we?” to which he 
answered, “Dust!” 


That evening the professor shows 
the gems to his child. “See, in this 
opal are the tints of the dawn and all 
the colors that East and West can 
give. These are not common. things 
like clay and soot and sand, but treas- 
ures costly and rare, they are gems.” 

“And what am I, Daddy?” asked the 
child who had looked at the lovely 
gems. “You,” said the professor, as 
he carried his little son upstairs and 
snugged him in bed, “You, my son, are 
an angel.” 

The late W. J. Dawson tells of a 
young man who came to him for ad- 
vice. He had allied himself with a big 
firm and was given responsibility for 
a certain transaction. According to ac- 
cepted business standards it was all 
right and legally safe. As the implica- 
tions of the transaction became known, 
he resigned his position rather than go 
through with it. In talking it over 
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with Dr. Dawson, he said, “It prob- | 


ably was all right, but I have to live 
with myself, and I could not do it.” 
Very much that the materialist may 
say about that young man may be 
true, but there is much that he does 
not say. At least he did have some- 
thing that evaded the scales and meas- 
ures of the materialist, something that 
gave him moral discrimination, and 
in our evaluation of man, that must 
be taken into account. 

Long experience ought to have 
taught us the importance of holding 
high views of our fellows, for our 
treatment of them will depend very 
largely upon that sense of value. If 
we say, “It thundered!”—that man is 


only the product of unaided nature, | 
we are likely to treat him as the ani- | 
If we say, | 
“An angel speaks!” we are likely to | 
hold him in the livery of angels and | 
honor him, as Christ honored him, | 


mal we hold him to be. 


when he took our human form. 
The Permanent Battle Ground 
The ancient conflict between those 


who hear thunder and those who hear | 
The hot point in | 
is not between the | 


angels still remains. 
the battle today 
Modernist and the Fundamentalist, 
Militarist and Pacifist, Progressive and 
Conservative, Capitalist and Laborer— 
it is between the spiritual and mate- 
rialistic view of life. 


In religion, it expresses itself on one 


side in blood atonement and infallible 
inspiration of the Bible, and on the 
other side in salvation by character, 


the inspiration of nobility and the in- | 


cestructability of righteousness. 


In business, it expresses itself on the | 
returns, | 
profits; on the other side in service, | 


one side in output, sales, 
quality, and the observation of human 
value. 

In politics, it is expressing itself on 
the one side in the supression of the 
individual to the state in dictator- 
ships, Communism, Fascist, and on the 
other side in Democracy, freedom, lib- 
erty and civil rights. 
for the spiritual views of life has not 


yet been won, the conquest of mate- | 


rialism is far from being complete. 
Mankind not only recognizes the 

things that ally it with the animal, it 

also answers to the anthem of the an- 


into the forward march of an intelli- 
gent, orderly, and progressive race, he 
shares in something the animal does 
not share. In himself and in his fel- 
lows he has observed a capacity for 
linking effort for the common good. 
Together they have accumulated a 
mass of experience, intelligence, ideal- 
ism, love, loyalty, and a sense of right 
and wrong. Out of this has come our 
science, art, industry and the promise 
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THE DEFENDER POLICY pays so much—costs so little. 


ACCIDENT BENEFITS 


Total disability, one day to 104 weeks—weekly indemnity__$ 14.00 


Partial disability, not over 26 weeks—weekly indemnity __ 7.00 

MEE AT ee 2000.00 

Loss of two limbs or both eyes, weekly benefits____plus 2000.00 

Loss of one hand or foot, weekly benefits__________ plus 1000.00 

Non-disabling accidents, doctor’s bill up to________-_____ 15.00 
SICKNESS BENEFITS 

Confining total disability, up to 60 weeks, per week______ $ 10.50 

Non-confining total disability, up to 20 weeks, per week___ 5.25 
HOSPITAL BENEFIT 

For Hospital or Nurse, up to 12 weeks, per week________ $ 10.50 


COST 


Application Fee—$4.00 


Also The Peerless at $4.00 a quarter 
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Larger Benefits for Larger Premiums 


Premium—$3.00 per quarter 
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of a life,—saner, happier and holier 
than he has known before. And so the 
materialist becomes the humanist. 

But great as is the advance of the 
humanist over the materialist, his 
view is still limited to the earth, and 
the brief span of life. He knows no 
good beyond life’s limits, no God but 
the ideal good his race strives to 
achieve, and in the end he is no better 
than the frog that leaps into the pool 
or the bird that flies over his head. 

With this, man remains dissatisfied. 
In his daily emergencies he plumbs re- 
alities too deep for human explanation. 
His soul goes out beyond itself, seeking 
answer and satisfaction. He pushes 
his thinking to the stars, to the in- 
finite span beyond the stars. He learns 
to read the universe, and greatly de- 
sires it to be friendly. He knows him- 
self to be its child, and that it adds 
power to his power, reason to his rea- 
son, hope to his hope. He has learned 
that he is living not in a mere jimble 
of parts, but of parts that correlate 
into purpose, a purpose which is the 
will of some great original he calls 
God. 

So mankind has passed, not as 
easily and quickly as we have sketched, 
from the materialist to the humanist, 
and from the human to the spiritual 
interpretation of life. And there the 
battle rages. 





A WATCH NIGHT PROGRAM 

The following program was used by 
the Kemp Memorial Methodist Church 
of Tipton, Indiana, last year. The min- 
ister is True S. Haddock. The new 
year fell on Monday, which explains 
part of this program. Most of it is 
adaptable to a New Year’s Eve which 
falls on any week-day night. 

6:30 to 7:25—Epworth League. 

7:30 to 8:25—Worship service. 

8:30 to 9:00—Fellowship Hour. Spon- 
sored by Co-Workers Sunday school 
class. 

9:00 to 9:30—Illustrated lecture, 
“John Wesley, the Father of Method- 
ism.” 

9:30 to 10:00—Social hour, sponsored 
by Epworth League. 

10:00 to 10:30—Old-fashioned spell- 
ing contest, sponsored by the Cosmos 
Sunday school class. 

10:30 to 11:00—“A Glimpse Into the 
Past.” Singing of old songs. Bring 
your baby or childhood picture. A 
guessing contest. Sponsored by the 
choir. 

11:00 to 11:25—A time for refresh- 
ments sponsored by the old standbys— 
the Ladies’ Aid Society. 

11:30 to 12:00—Candle light service, 
closing the old year and launching 
into the New Year. Conducted by the 
minister. 
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The Advent Season and How 
To Use It 


by Raymond Calkins” 
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use the Lenten season for the 

special cultivation of the spirit- 
ual life, and of preparation for the joy- 
ful celebration of Easter. 

The time has come when all churches 
and Christians should recover for the 
same purpose another season of the 
Christian year which has a long history 
behind it. For the Advent season 
stands in the same relation to Christ- 
mas as Lent stands to Easter. Just as 
it was the purpose of Lent to prepare 
Christians worthily to celebrate Easter, 
so Advent was designed to help them 
properly to keep Christmas. 

Advent came into the church cal- 
endar much later than Lent, for the 
reason that the observance of Christ- 
mas came much later than Easter. 
Easter was the earliest of all the great 
Christian festivals and was kept by 
the church from the very beginning of 
its history. But the custom of cele- 
brating the anniversary of the birth of 
Christ did not become general through- 
out the whole church until the end of 
the third century, and even then it was 
not observed everywhere on the same 
date. In the East, the day was held to 
be January 6. In Rome, for various 
reasons, December 25 had been chosen, 
and from there by the beginning of the 
fifth century it had spread to Constan- 
tinople and to Alexandria, and Christ- 
mas had become one of the greatest 
festivals of the church comparable only 
with Easter and Pentecost. 

It must be clear to anyone who reads 
carefully the story of the growth of the 


am churches and Christians now 





*From a leaflet distributed by the Commission 


on Evangelism of the Congregational Churches. 


Christian year, that in all of this there 
is a deep spiritual reason and purpose. 
It is not the record of an outward, but 
of an inward development. It is the 
conscience of the church at work, tak- 
ing seriously the spiritual truths for 
which the great Christian festivals 
stand, and endeavoring to approach 
them thoughtfully and to realize the 
great meanings which they present to 
the Christian mind. Such was the 
purpose of Lent. Such also was from 
the first the purpose of Advent. And 
to the neglect of this season, we can 
trace some of the most disappointing 
aspects of the modern commemoration 
of Christmas. 


The approach of Christmas means 
unwonted demands on time _ and 
strength. Thanksgiving over, there re- 
main but three weeks in which to “get 
ready for Christmas”; and “getting 
ready for Christmas” means all too 
often but one thing: the desperate at- 
tempt to choose and purchase suitable 
gifts for family and friends; to select 
and despatch in season Christmas cards 
to a larger circle of acquaintances; to 
prepare the home festival and have 
everything in readiness before Christ- 
mas Day. All of this, in addition to 
the “daily round, the common task.” 
Thus, these weeks are filled with fever- 
ish activity. Of course all of this does 
have its beautiful meaning, and the 
days are filled with loving thoughts and 
sentiment. Surely it is a true way to 
keep the birthday of Jesus, by remem- 
bering others. People forget them- 
selves at Christmas time, and unselfish- 
ness is the ruling motive of lives of 
multitudes. Good-will is in the air and 
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the spirit of love prevails. 

With this said, however, it must be 
admitted that the weeks before Christ- 
mas for many do take on a secular 
aspect and that Christmas is in danger 
of being commercialized. Business 
naturally makes the most of it. The 
Christmas card industry has devel- 


oped enormously. There is the danger | 


of extravagance. Though people are 
exhorted to “shop early,” the late 
mails are loaded with belated letters 
and packages and the letter-carriers 
are overburdened. The strain on store 
employees is severe. In a_ word, 
Christmas has become a huge enter- 
prise. And in the effort to achieve it, 
the deeper meaning, the sacred signifi- 
cance of the day is crowded into the 


background of one’s thoughts or is | 


wholly lost from mind. 


And yet, Christmas celebrates the 


most wonderful fact in the moral his- | 


tory of mankind. If Christmas means 
anything, it means everything. Christ- 
mas is not merely the birthday of one 
of the world’s great characters, teach- 
ers and leaders. Jt celebrates the en- 
trance into the life of our humanity of 
the life and love of God, perfectly re- 
vealed in the life of Jesus. It cele- 
brates the majestic truth that God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto 
Himself. This is the central hope of 
our humanity. “Born a child and yet 
a king.” Surely such a fact, so stupen- 
dous in its meaning for the world, 


should be approached reverently and | 


thoughtfully. 


“Getting ready for | 


Christmas” should mean more than at- | 


tending to its outer demands. It 
should mean also a reverent attempt 
to grasp the meaning of the infinite 
mystery of love. 


The people should realize the neces- | 


sity of an inward and spiritual prepa- 
ration for Christmas so that when 
Christmas comes, they will be prepared 
to apprehend its full meaning and re- 
ceive its full blessing. Bible readings 
may be prepared and published for 
daily reading, which will lead them up 
in reverence to the manger at Bethle- 
hem. And all can prepare a gift for 
him. How strange that many people 


prepare gifts at Christmas time for | 
everyone except for him whose birth- | 


day it is! 


Truly to get ready for | 


Christmas is spiritually to prepare a | 


gift, of the gold of love, the frankin- 
cense of kindness, the myrrh of sacri- 
fice, to lay at his feet. Christmas 
would be a new thing for us if, before 
it came, we should have ready a gift 
for Jesus. 

How much more Christmas would 
mean to us if some time were set aside 
each day for devotional reading, medi- 
tation and prayer; if one refused to 




















MAKE ST. PAUL LIVE TODAY 


By Means of 


l6m.m. Talking Pictures 


THE LIFE OF ST. PAUL SERIES is composed of five episodes, totaling 
nine and a half reels. Treated dramatically, the scripture comes to life as 
the characters speak the lines, which are taken almost verbatim from the 
Book of Acts and from Saint Paul’s Epistles. 


New Testament teaching. 


Grace of Forgiveness 


The period in which Paul lived in 
his own hired house in Rome. The 
circumstances surrounding his later 
Epistles, including the story of 
Onesimus, the runaway slave, and 
the writing of his Epistle to Phile- 
mon. 
cludes quotations 
4:26-32; 6:10-23; Colossians 3:1-24; 
and the entire Epistle to Philemon.) 
2% Reels—28 Minutes—Rental $7.50 


On the Road to Damascus 


The early events in the life of Paul 
—his consenting to the martyrdom 
of Stephen, his persecution of the 
Christians, his conversion on the 
road to Damascus and his reception 
in the city by Ananias. (Covers 
Acts 7:54-8:3; 9:1-18.) 

1 Reel—13 Minutes—Rental $3.00 


The Way of Salvation 


Paul and Silas at Philippi cleanse 
the maid whose masters profited by 
her soothsaying. Imprisoned, they 
are set free by an earthquake, but 
stay to convert their fear-stricken 
jailer. (Covers Acts 16:9-40.) 


2 Reels—27 Minutes—Rental $6.00 





Crown of Righteousness 


A reconstruction of Paul’s trial 
before Nero. His release and re-ar- 
rest and the writing of his last Epis- 
tles. Treated with reverent imagina- 
tion, the story is based on the best 
tradition of the Apostle’s closing 
days. Portions are quoted from the 
Epistle to Philippians and from II 
Timothy 2:8-13; 3:10-11; 4:5-18; and 
Romans 8:35-39.) 

2 Reels—25 Minutes—Rental $6.00 





Faith Triumphant 


Arrested in Jerusalem, imprisoned 
at Caesarea, tried before Festus and 
before Agrippa, Paul makes his 
famed appeal to Caesar. (Covers 
Acts 21:27-26:32.) 


2 Reels—23 Minutes—Rental $6.00 


IF YOU DO NOT HAVE PROJECTION EQUIPMENT WE | 
CAN SUPPLY IT ON RENTAL OR PURCHASE BASIS | 


Another thought. Send for our free 
“14 Sundays With St. Paul.” It may give you 
a new idea for your school. 


IDEAL PICTURES CORP. 


28 East 8th Street 2402 West 7th Street 
CHICAGO LOS ANGELES 


The pictures are significant not only because of their value for worship | 
services but also because of their practical usability in conjunction with | 


(Covers Acts 28:25-28, and in- | 
from Ephesians | 


illustrated circular, | 
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OR CHURCH SOCIALS, “ 
DINNERS, MEETINGS 

Light weight but sturdy. Easily 
handled even by ladies. Stacked Jf 
and stored in small space. Low- 

est prices—1 year to pay. Catalog FREE, 
The Monroe Co., 3 Church St.,Colfax,lowa 
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for every age group. Undenominational 
and uncontroversial with room only for 
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We save Ministers and Religious Organiza- 
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plicator and Office Supplies. Samples free. 


Ministers’ Purchasing League 
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74-76 Eaker Street Dayton, Ohio, U.S.A. 
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A WEEK 
for 
MINISTERS 


February 3 to 7 is set 
aside as “Ministers’ Week” 
at The Chicago Theologi- 
cal Seminary. Come in and 
take short courses and en- 
joy the Alden-Tuthill Lec- 
tures by Dr. Fritz Kunkel 
on “Psychiatry and Re- 
ligion.” Low expense. 
Heart-warming fellow- 
ship. For detailed pro- 
gram address: 


The Chicago Theological Seminary 
ALBERT W. PALMER, President 
5757 University Avenue, Chicago, Ilinois 

















allow oneself to become distracted by 
outer demands, and imposed a certain 
simplicity and naturalness on _ the 
Christmas observance. This will re- 
quire courage, a sense of proportion, a 
rigorous refusal to be drawn into the 
current of purely conventional custom, 
a careful use of one’s time, and the cul- 
tivated habit of beginning early enough 
to do what is right that we should do. 
Thus the weeks before Christmas will 
have free and open spaces for the con- 
templation of the wonder of that light 
which dawned on Christmas Day and 
“lighteth every man that cometh into 
the world.” 

In the paintings of the old masters, 
no scene is more familiar than the 
kneeling of adoring figures before the 
Infant Jesus. We need the repetition 
of such a scene, when Christmas comes, 
in our modern world. Advent is de- 
signed to bring us up to Christmas on 
our knees. Only by the keeping of a 
true Advent can we know the meaning 
of a true Christmas. 





SUGGESTIONS FOR ADVENT 
PREACHING 


The following themes have been sug- 
gested by the Congregational Commit- 
tee of Evangelism. They follow largely 
the historical emphasis of season. For 
dates of Sundays in Advent refer to 
the Directory issue of Church Man- 
agement. 

First Sunday—Awakening. Read 
Romans 13:8-14. Text Romans. 13:12- 
13. Read also Matthew 21. 

Second Sunday—Revelation in Scrip- 
ture. Read Romans 15:4-13. Text 
Romans 15:4. Read also Luke 21:33. 

Third Sunday—Prepare Ye the Way. 
Read Matthew 3:1-12. Text Matthew 
3:3. Read also Matthew 11:2-10. 

Fourth Sunday—Rejoice, the Lord Is 
at Hand. Read John 1:19-28. Text 


Phillistines 4:4-7. 
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A Twelfth Night Party 


Historic Epiphany Provides a Social Progam 


RIGINALLY Christmas and 
C) Epiphany were identical. But 
_ the separation of the historic 
church into the eastern and western di- 
visions caused the difference in the 
dates for Christmas. The result for us 
in the west is that we have our Christ- 
mas on December 25th. Twelve days 
later or on January 6th we observe 
Epiphany. 

Epiphany means “the manifesta- 
tion.” It is the manifestation of God 
through Christ to the world. In our 
observance we use it as the anniversary 
of the visit of the three wise men to 
the manger in Bethlehem. It is also 
supposed to be the anniversary of the 
descent of the dove when Jesus was 
baptized and the anniversary of the 
wedding feast at Cana where Christ 
performed the miracle of changing 
water into wine. 

In the Middle Ages the worship by 
the Magi was celebrated by a little play 
called the “Feast of the Star.” Three 
priests clothed as kings, with their 
servants carrying offerings, met from 
various directions before the altar. 
The middle one, who came from the 
East, pointed with his staff to a star. 
A dialogue followed, and the Wise Men 
began to sing, “Let Us Go and In- 
quire,” after which a precentor began a 
responsory, “Let the Magi Come.” A 
procession then commenced; as soon as 
it began to enter the nave, a crown 
with a star resembling a cross was 
lighted up, and pointed out to the 
Magi. Two priests standing beside the 
altar drew a curtain showing a child 
in a manger, whom, falling down, they 
worshiped. 

In its character as a popular festival 
Twelfth Day stands inferior only to 
Christmas itself. In England there was 
always prepared a cake with a bean 
inserted. When the cake was cut, who- 
ever got the bean was king for the 
day. Later, both a bean and a pea were 
inserted; the recipient of the pea be- 
coming queen for the day. 


Out of this, in France, arose the 
proverb, “He has found the bean in his 
cake,” which denoted good luck. 

In Rome, the Beffana, a ridiculous 
figure, parades the streets. The chil- 
dren hang stockings, and if they have 
been good they get sweetmeats; if bad, 
stones and dirt fill their stockings. 

It can readily be seen how these cus- 
toms did much to relieve the monotony 
of life in those éarly days; yet always 
the festivals came to an end and the 


people got back into their usual work- 

a-day routine. They even had a cere- 

mony for getting back to work the day 

after Twelfth Night as is told in an 

ancient rhyme called “St. Distaff’s 

Day”: 

Partly work and partly play 

You must on St. Distaff’s Day; 

From the plough soon free your team 

Then come home and fother (fodder) 
them; 

If the maids a-spinning go 

Burn the flax and fire the tow, 

Bring in pails of water then, 

Let the maids bewash the men, 

Give St. Distaff all the right 

Then bid Christmas sport good night, 

And next morrow everyone 

To his own vocation. 


With these suggestions the average 
committee chairman will have little 
difficulty in arranging a good social 
program for Epiphany Eve. The bean 
cake may be used and the king and 
queen for the party crowned with 
proper ceremony. If a meal is to be 
served make it an old English one. 
There should be plenty of roast beef, 
coarse bread, relishes and coffee, with 
the bean cake for desert. Let folk 
games follow the dinner. The “Was- 
sail” bowl may be brought in at the 
close of dinner or at the coronation. 
Spiced cider makes a good substitute 
for the stronger drink of the middle 
ages. Let a good sing have a place. 

The burning of the green should be 
one of the final features. If a fire- 
place is available greens from a Christ- 
mas tree are burned. It symbolizes the 
ending of the Christmas season. If our 
homes could think of this date as the 
end of the Christmas season it would 
help a lot in getting rid of the Christ- 
mas decorations which now puzzle so 
many housewives. 





THE SINS OF GOOD PEOPLE 
A Sermon Outline 
For I say unto you, that except your 
righteousness shall exceed the right- 
eousness of the scribes and Pharisees, 
ye shall in no case enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 


1. The Sin of Spiritual Pride. Cf. 
Parable of Pharisee and publican. 


2. The Sin of Censorious Criticism. 
“Judge not, etc.” 

38. The Sin of Hardness of Heart. 
Cf. Healing of man with withered 
hand. 

4. The Sin of Intolerance. 

5. The Sin of Spiritual Blindness. 

James C, Perkins. 
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Preaching For a New Age 
(From page 146) 
must know God’s divine imperative. 
He must know that this alone reaches 
the inner deeps of men. 

Deep in the heart of the South 
American jungles are a_ score of 
strange waterfalls. They leap from the 
crest of an unnamed plateau, and 
plunge toward the canyon floor two 
thousand feet below. Only one reaches 
the bottom. That one, fully two hun- 
dred feet in breadth, catapults down- 
ward to the foot of the plateau in a 
thunder of sound and a great cloud of 
mists. As for the many lesser water- 
falls, you may stand beneath them 
without fear of getting wet. They are 
so small and the depth so great that 
evaporation causes them literally to dis- 
appear into the thin air. Alone, the 
one thunders its way to the bottom of 
that South American canyon. 


How these days are vibrant with the | 


sound of “lesser waterfalls’! Mean- 


while the aching world gropes on, hop- | 


ing to find some imperative divine 
enough to reach the bottom of inward 
life. 
waterfall on a_ distant continent, 
reaches the depths of hurrying, worry- 
ing, hungering human hearts. Today’s 


preacher must be energized by the im- | 


perious command of such a divine im- 
perative. Trivial messages evaporate 
into the thin air. Only great preach- 
ing will preach the deeps. At least 
four areas of concern are energized by 
the imperious imminence of the divine 
imperative. 

Home. “We are challenged to give 
a fundamentally new interpretation of 
marriage, and to give a new meaning 
to it from the standpoint of faith.”12 
Thus speaks Brunner. Older and con- 
ventional Christian concepts of the 
home and marriage are stingy, sexy, 
patriarchal, selfish, egoistic. To build 
a home on love alone is to build on 
sand. Only as the foundation rock of 
marriage becomes mutual responsibil- 
ity and mutual confidence both rooted 
in fidelity, may the permanence of the 
home be assured. Today’s driving 
exigencies crowd the hour with a self- 
evident duty in responsible parenthood. 
A sensible view is required toward con- 
trolled procreation. Mutual respect and 
devotion in the marriage relation will 
promote the culture of two personali- 
ties bound in fidelity. Most leaders in 
religion agree with Brunner when he 
writes “the true nature of marriage is 
only disclosed to faith.” This fact 
must find expression more freely in the 
preaching function. Honest disclos- 
ures of crucially vital attitudes in the 
home will preserve and nurture the 





12. Page 341, “The Divine Imperative.” 
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God’s message alone, like that | 
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THE JOYFUL MYoTEnY 


“Our world today seems dark with fear and 
brutality and greed, but the Morning Star 
of righteousness is still shining, and his 
light will bring the reign of peace in the 
hearts of men.” 


William C. Skeath writes thus in his new book about the first Christ- 
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newlyweds’ idealism. The need of in- 
terpretation of home is obvious to the 
preacher in the parish. Yet often, too 
often, the rich meanings disclosed 
through faith are not mentioned. 
Marital hygiene rests upon religious 
insight. Through religious growth it 
ripens into impregnable fidelity. Here 
in the home the preacher proclaims 
the divine imperative. 


Church. In the October issue of 


Die Woche appeared a significant car- 
toon. The scene depicted is by the sea- 
shore. In the right foreground, a vil- 
lage nestles close by the sea. Off in 
the distance, to the left, mounted upon 
a sand dune, stands a little white 
church. Near the village two men are 
chatting. One speaks, “Sie wundern 
sich, dass die Kirche so weit vom Dorf 
absteht? . . . Sie ist seinerzeit auf 
einer Wanderdune erbaut worden!’’ 
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How much truth is packed in this 
simple cartoon. How aloof and other- 
worldly has been and perhaps still is 
the gospel of the American church. 
The world smarts with the stinging 
need of a new interpretation of the 
church—one that will place the church 
deep in the heart of every village and 
town. Slowly the clergy are rousing to 
this imperious need. Preachers must 
use the pulpit to convince the shaken 
world that “the church is the only uni- 
versal institution for the propagation 
of brotherhood and faith.”13 And then 
make the church fulfill that obligation! 
No longer will a fractional, pious, cap- 
italistic, and stingy concept of the 
church’s task do. The lost divine im- 
perative demands an outlook that sees 
the world as one parish, rather than as 
a patchwork of ecclesiastical farms. All 
service is World Service. All tasks of 
the church have world-wide implica- 
tions. The church must again be placed 
at the heart of civilization. Civiliza- 
tion’s hurts are its hurts. Civilization’s 
broken hopes are mended upon the 
church’s knee. “When the church 
preaches a message clearly defining the 
issues the Gospel raises in life today, 
phrased in the language of popular ex- 
perience and thinking, and fired by a 
conviction of the reality of the spiritual 
experience which the church proposes 
to share, its appeal will meet with an 
eager response.” This comment from 
Schofield emphasizes the opportunity 
of the thurch as it is placed deep in 
the heart of every village and town. 
Here in this sphere must the preacher 
proclaim the divine imperative. 


Bible. “We need to give more than 
a laboratory demonstration of the 
Gospel.” These words uttered in an ad- 
dress recently by Dr. Harold Case her- 
ald the presence of a new spirit toward 
the Bible in the American pulpit. A 
million starved church-goers have 
known poignantly for over a decade this 
truth uttered by Dr. Case. Slowly 
ministers are catching up to the men 
in the pew. Slowly clergymen are 
breaking from the wierd nonsense of 
literalizing the Bible. They begin to 
see with Professor Harkness that “the 
Bible is not all of one level, but is of 
one piece.” The travesty of editing 
Jesus, of editing Paul, of editing Moses, 
has paid off in mockery and self- 
righteousness. We are now confronted 
with the unsolved issues of our wounded 
generation. The day of Bible jingles 
and “comfort” verses is past. Great 
aching issues of sin, of suffering, of 
moral disaster, of belief, of destiny, 
shake the very ground upon which we 
gingerly walk. The alert clergyman 


today knows he must “give more than 
13. Professor Georgia Harkness, from a recent 
lecture. 
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a laboratory demonstration of the gos- 
pel.” If he be below par a thousand 
people may have a less successful life 
for a week. Thus the great book of all 
books becomes not merely a magic 
touchstone but rather a gibraltar of im- 
pregnable truth buttressing the cour- 
age of a limping generation. Somehow 
the preacher must rivet concern upon 
this aspect of the divine imperative. 
People revere their Bibles because they 
neither know nor live them. The 
preacher must make the Bible irresist- 
ibly interesting. 

Patriotism. Brunner tartly observes, 
“in politics, as soon as the atmosphere 
becomes heated the Christian forgets 
that Jesus Christ is his master. .. .” 
The heating of the atmosphere with re- 
cent propaganda has made many en- 
thusiastic patriots. 

The preacher of the new age will 
recognize the need of a larger patriot- 
ism—one transcending narrow national- 
ism and one aspiring to world brother- 
hood. Leaders in Christian thought 
such as Brunner, Ernest Bates, Wade 
Barclay, Douglass Macintosh, et al, con- 
vince that a new order is being ushered 
in. He cannot glorify war nor con- 
done the Uriah Heep preparations for 
“defense”. He is not moved to panic 
because a Hitler crushes neighboring 
nations. He does not turn and run 
from the divine imperative of love be- 
cause a Mussolini plunges spoil-crazy 
into the theatre of war. He cannot be 
stampeded by “hate-talk” of hysterical 
patriots. He knows the imperious 
recessity of practicing a new order of 
brotherhood. 

The preacher of the new age knows 
with Brunner that “the idea of an 
organic connection between the nations 
has become such a reality that our tra- 
ditional political conceptions have be- 
come useless.” The new order demands 
a new patriotism—one with a broad 
base. This preacher would rather be 
abused for spreading the gospel of love 
than revered for using his forensic skill 
in teaching men to hate. He would 
rather keep an unbroken fellowship 
with God than get a granite monument 
in token of an unbroken fellowship with 
men who hate and kill. The preacher 
of the new age would rather serve God 
in love than please men in hate. He 
would hold before the minds of con- 
fused and well-intentioned citizens the 
concept of a patriotism fully consonant 
with Jesus’ reverence and scare-proof 
respect for human personality. No im- 
minent jeopardy ’can wipe away in a 
flash spiritual convictions accrued 
from years of fellowship with God. 
Men will frankly and gladly gather 
themselves about a minister whose re- 
sistance to hysteria is proven. 

Fundamental to clear-headed citizen- 


ship of the broad sort is the clear rec- 
ognition of our engulfment in the pres- 
ent war situation. The preacher is not 
blind to this, for his salary is paid 
partly from war profits. Yet in spite 
of moral engulfment, he can do three 
constructive things. One, remind his 
people that “democracy was envisaged 
in religious terms long before it as- 
sumed a political terminology.”14 This 
means we are indebted to the Pilgrims 
for local 
Quakers for the concept of equality, to 
Penn and Roger Williams for freedom 
of conscience, to the Baptists for sep- 
There is 


self government, to the 


aration of church and state. 
now need to vigorously reaffirm the re- 


ligious roots of democracy. Gregory 


Vlastos in his recent book. Christian 


Faith and Democracy, indicates the re- 
ligious basis of democracy to be seen 
when love forms the motive and justice 
becomes the goal in a community or 
state. This basis provides precedent to 
evaluate the acts of a democracy. Two, 
“to work resolutely toward the forma- 
tion of this unity is today the only 
‘practical politics’ worth the name.”15 
By “unity” ‘Brunner means a_ world 
brotherhood based upon Christian prin- 
ciples. The preacher of the new age 
will prepare the minds of his people 
for a world order based on Christian 
brotherhood. He will emphasize the 
common fatherhood of God, the divine 
and cultural aspirations peoples hold in 
common, the culture contributions, the 
common life problems facing all men. 
He will lead men out into this larger 
patriotism with practical resoluteness. 
Third, to make people aware in a thor- 
oughgoing fashion of a universe backed 
and energized by God. To make that 
awareness so vivid and potent that it 
will not be erased in the patriotism 
propaganda barrage. To make that 
awareness so vital that it will be seen 
that an ethical obligation demands the 
choice of the new order of broader 
patriotism. For those who are earnest 
about active love, this will serve to in- 
dicate whether faith has any real pene- 
trating influence on a man’s life or not. 
These three constructive suggestions 
are fundamental to clear-headed Chris- 
tian citizenship. 


Some of us feel that the time is ripe 
for Christian prophets to rise with 
their messages of doom and healing. 
Unless the preaching function of the 
church is understood in a new and 
fresh light the cause of religion in 
America: will remain fiercely hobbled. 
This is not a cheering prospect. 


14. Page 9, Bates, Ernest S.—‘‘American Faith.” 
15. Page 472, Brunner—op. cit. 
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We See by Our Mail 


























That the National Publishing Com- 
pany of Philadelphia is offering a 
khaki-bound New Testament = and 
Psalms with a chain fastening edges 
for men drafted into the service. It is 
a sturdy little book which contains 
eight pages of effective helps, a presen- 
tation page, a transparent envelope for 
carrying pictures of loved ones. The 
retail prices are fifty cents and one 
dollar, according to style of binding. 


* * x 


That churches interested in song 
sheets for Christmas carols will be 
glad to know of the four-page folder 
issued by Goodenough and Woglom 
Company. Printed in two colors, red 
and green, the song sheets contain 
thirteen of the best known Christmas 
carols as well as a responsive reading. 
The cost is but $1.25 per hundred, less 
than fifty at twenty-five cents per 
dozen. 

* * * 


That Rollie Hemsley, catcher for the 
Cleveland Indians, is a shrewd man. 
Speaking at a father and son dinner in 
Cleveland recently, he said: “I started 
to go to Sunday school but I never got 
there. I joined the Boy Scouts and 
learned to tie a square knot and thought 
that I was educated—then I quit. If 
I had my way I would be in church on 
Sunday morning. My father made the 
mistake of sending me to Sunday 
school. As I said, I never got there. 
You dads must take your boys to Sun- 
day school if you expect them to get 
there. You take them to other things, 
like baseball games. Why not take 
them to church, where they should 
go?” 

* * * 


That, according to L. Foster Wood, 
of the Federal Council of Churches, 
the Navy Medical Service will combat 
venereal disease by providing men on 
shore leave with prophylactic packets 
with instructions for their use. It 


seems to us like a most amazing moral 
concession. 


* * * 


That the Congregational Church at 
Martock, Somerset, England, urges its 
people to worship through the use of a 
circular which bears these words: 

Congregational Church 

We are in a bit of a mess, but busi- 
ness as usual! During repairs. 

Many things have been shaken, but 
not our faith! 

Remember the Eternal God is thy 
refuge, and underneath are the Ever- 
lasting Arms. 

Come and worship with thankful 
hearts. 


* * * 


That the cover picture of this 
month is available in colors, size 11x14 
inches from The House of Art, 33 West 
34th Street, New York City. The price 
is $1.00. It 
modern Madonnas. 


* * * 


That the November issue of Church 
Management published on pages 102 


and 103 a program for a Day of | 


Prayer. We failed to acknowledge the 
authorship and source of material. The 
program was compiled by G. W. Ellers, 
minister of the First Baptist Church, 
Harrodsburg, Kentucky, and was orig- 
inally used as the Day of Prayer 
Program in response to the request of 
President Roosevelt. 


a 


That Scott G. Lamb, sales manager 
and a director of the A. J. Holman 
Company, Philadelphia, America’s old- 
est and exclusive Bible publishers, has 
been recalled to active service in the 
United States Navy. Mr. Lamb, who 
was retired some years ago, is a gradu- 
ate of the United States Naval Acad- 
emy at Annapolis, and upon his recall 
goes back to the same rank at which 
he was retired. 


is outstanding among | 


165 





ROYAL 
FOLDING CHAIRS 


A pleasant surprise is in store 
for you when you see and ap- 
preciate their beauty, their 
sturdiness, their extreme com- 
fort, their all-around utility 
and economy—that’s why we 
invite you to inspect one and 
judge for yourself. 


To obtain 
FREE TRIAL 
mail coupon below for catalog. 
Pick out the chair you prefer, 
which we’ll send to you at 
once, prepaid. 


Ropal 


“Metal Furniture Since ’97”’ 





Sign below and attach to business letter 
head for New Royal Folding Chair Catalog 






ROYAL METAL MFG. CO. 
173 N. Michigan Ave., Dept. K-3, Chicago 
New York @ Los Angeles @ Toronto 
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Assistant or Associate? 


by Thomas H. Warner 


Mr. Warner, wise through personal experience and observation, 
writes regarding the status of the so-called “assistant minister.” 
Every churchman will appreciate the article. 


HE Cambridge Platform was a sys- 
tem of church order and policy 
agreed on by a Synod of New Eng- 
land churches, held at Cambridge, 
Mass., in 1648. It provided that the 
officers of the church should consist of 
bishops, pastors (elders) and deacons, 
the bishops and pastors being synony- 
mous in function. 
In A History of the Congregational 
Churches in the United States1 Wil- 
liston Walker writes: 


“As defined in the ‘Cambridge Plat- 
form’ the office of Pastor and Teacher 
appears to be distinct. The Pastor’s 
special work is, to attend to exhorta- 
tion: & therein to administer a word 
of wisdom: The Teacher is to attend 
to doctrine and therein to Administer 
a word of knowledg; & either of them 
to administer the seales of that Cove- 
nant (i. e., the sacraments) unto the 
dispensation whereof they are alike 
called: as also to execute the Cen- 
sures.” 


Dr. Walker says that it soon became 
evident that this distinction was not 
practical in the smaller New England 
churches, which could not support two 
ministers, and it ceased to be observed. 
Even in Boston, where the churches 
were able to support two ministers, as- 
sociate pastorates took the place of the 
ancient pastorate and teachership in 
most instances, before 1700. 


In the Roman Catholic Church there 
are seven orders of the ministry: 
priesthood, deaconate and sub-deacon, 
lector, acolyte, exorcist and door- 
keeper. The last four orders are re- 
garded as stepping stones to the first 
three, which are the greater or sacred 
orders. The episcopate is regarded, 
not as a separate order, but as an ex- 
tension of the priesthood. 

The Anglican Church and the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church in the United 
States recognize three orders: bishops, 
priests and deacons. 

Other Protestant churches have offi- 
cials of different types: bishops, super- 
intendents, moderators and secretaries, 
but theoretically they are regarded, not 
as superiors, but as ministers set apart 
for a special sphere of work. 

In his book, The Christian Pastor,2 





1. The Christian Literature Company, New 
York. 
2. Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York. 


written forty years ago, Dr. Wash- 
ington Gladden says: “In most of the 
larger Protestant churches the fact is 


now recognized that the work of the 
ministry cannot be adequately per- 
formed by a single man. . . . But the 
nature of the pastor’s work is such 
that the greater part of it must be done 
by him alone. Something can, however, 
be done to lighten his burden. A com- 
petent and well-trained assistant may 
take from his hands many of the small 
details of administration. . . . The 
young man who has been fitted for this 
kind of work may be able to do much 
that the pastor himself could not do. 
. . . There might be in many cases a 
wise division of labor, along the lines 
suggested by the early Puritan nomen- 
clature. The English Congregational 
churches of the seventeenth century 
were served by two ministers, one of 
whom was called the pastor and the 
other the teacher.” He suggests that 
it might be wise to give one man the 
responsibility for the pulpit work and 
entrust to another the care of the pas- 
toral administration. “Neither of 
these would be counted as the other’s 
assistant; there would be no subordina- 
tion. For this pastoral service the 
church would not be likely to choose a 
young man, but one of experience and 
well-matured character.” 


The Status of the Assistant 

Many churches today have two min- 
isters. The question arises, What is 
the status of the assistant or junior 
minister? 

Speaking generally, the assistant 
minister is not regarded by the congre- 
gation as being on an equality with the 
senior minister. Perhaps this feeling 
is a sub-conscious one, but still it is 
there. Some parishioners will not 
accept the ministrations of the assis- 
tant, but insist on the services of the 
senior minister. 

People sometimes refuse to unite 
with the church at the invitation of 
the assistant, but immediately respond 
when the invitation is given by the 
senior minister. Some church mem- 
bers feel aggrieved if they are not 
called upon by the senior minister even 
when the assistant has charge of the 


pastoral work. 

Often the senior minister regards the 
assistant as having a lower status than 
himself and treats him accordingly. 
He turns over to him the tasks that he 
does not care to undertake himself. 

A dean of Norwich, in the course of 
some amusing reminiscences of his cur- 
ate days, said his vicar’s arrangements 
were, like matrimony, “an excellent 
mystery.” He adds: “I never received 
earlier notice than eight or nine o’clock 
on Saturday evening, when the vicar’s 
servant would bring a brief note re- 
quiring me ‘to take the pulpit on Sun- 
day morning.’ On one occasion, during 
the reading of the Litany, I felt a pull 
at my surplice. It was the vicar, who 
said, ‘You’ll please take the pulpit this 
morning.’ I at once turned to the gos- 
pel for the previous Sunday, selected a 
text, and spoke for some fifteen min- 
utes. I regarded the demand as cruel, 
unreasonable and capricious. But the 
vicar had heard me say that Arch- 
bishop Whateley advised all curates 
never to be in church without a sermon 
in their pockets, and I thought he was 
testing my respect for the great 
logician’s counsel. But after I preached 
the tug sermon I was never in church 
without a sermon in my pocket.” 


It happens therefore that if the 
assistant minister desires to retain his 
position he must keep himself out of 
the limelight, repress his personality, 
preach mediocre sermons and be a 
“yes” man. In other words, he must 
subordinate himself to the senior min- 
ister. 

A minister of a city church was leav- 
ing for his vacation. His assistant had 
only been with the church a few weeks. 
The Sunday evening before he left, he 
took the assistant aside and said in 
substance, “Be careful while I am 
away, I can make it extremely difficult 
for you to secure another position when 
you are through here.” 

Associates 

Happily, however, this is not always 
true. In the eighteenth century, Rev. 
Thomas Foxcroft and Rev. Charles 
Chauncey were co-pastors of the First 
Church in Boston. They differed radi- 
cally in their theological beliefs, the 
former being a Calvanist and the latter 
an Arminian. Yet they found it pos- 
sible to work together. 

A Scotch minister, who did not re- 
gard himself as the paragon of pulpit 
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perfection, addressing his assistant, re- 
marked that it was singular that he 
felt more fatigue hearing him than in 
preaching himself. To this the’ assist- 
ant replied that he experienced a 
similar feeling when the senior was in 
the pulpit. The senior rejoined, “Then 
I peety the folk that have to hear us 
baith!” 


Dr. Jacob H. Goldner has been pastor | 


of the Euclid Avenue Christian 
Church, Cleveland, for thirty-nine 
Rev. Howard Spangler has 


years. 


been his associate for twenty-eight | 


years. So far as the church can dis- 
cover, this is a record which has not 


been equalled by any other American" 


Protestant church. 
The late Dr. Dan F. Bradley was 


for thirty-two years. 
thirteen years of his ministry, Rev. 
Walter H. Stark was his associate, and 
he succeeded Dr. Bradley on his retire- 
ment. They were men of entirely dif- 
ferent temperaments and frequently 
differed in their opinions, but their as- 
sociation was both cordial and happy. 

In view of this situation certain ques- 
tions arise. 
assistant minister? Who should ter- 
minate the relationship? The senior 
minister, the official board, or the con- 
gregation? All three methods 
followed. 

Dr. Frank Gunsaulus, the celebrated 


Chicago preacher, said to his assistant | 


Seenenmaceennc 


It is needless | 


one day, “One of us must resign, which 
shall it be, you or I?” 
to say what the answer was. 


Should the assistant minister be | 
given a free hand in his specialty? In | 


his book, Organizing the Church School® 
H. F. Cope says: “See that the 
employed director of religious educa- 
tion is really a minister of the church, 
not an assistant, but one of the min- 
isters; not an errand boy, or office 
clerk, nor one whose office is sub- 
merged because it deals so largely 
with younger persons. Some churches 


recognize this officer formally as ‘the | 
education minister.’” Some churches, | 


he goes on to say, give their ministers 
handsome studies and then give the 


minister of education some corner, in- | 


adequate for a clothes closet. 

Has not the time come when the 
title “assistant” should be abolished 
and both senior and junior ministers 
should be called “associates.” Paul 
said repeatedly that while some were 
e?lled to be apostles, and some proph- 
ets, and some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, they were all 
parts of one body, of which Christ is 
the head.4 


3. G. H. Doran Company, New York. 
4. Read Ephesians 4:1-16; Romans 12:3-8; I 
Corinthians 12. 
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% a memorable occasion. 


Invitations to 2 
Meetings 


2602. Christmas Party Invitation. 
A post card inviting them to the 
, Christmas party makes it a spe- 
cial treat for children. 20 cents 
a dozen; $1.25 a hundred. 


; 2603. Christmas party invitation. 
y Encourage a good attendance with 
a post card attractively illustra- 


= 
|e ted. S i . 
pastor of Pilgrim Church, Cleveland, | My etehtininivaticwen 
During the last | & 


2604. Post Card Invitation to the 

Christmas Service. This special 

service—the climax of the year— 

fF; requires a special invitation. Give 
it this added dignity. Same price 
as 2602. 


pe 
Ky fun mod Onvelopes 


t 3008-L. These are available for 
Christmas or for a Special Offer- 
ing. State style preferred. Size, 
234x35 inches. 40 cents a hun- 
dred; $3.50 a thousand. 


These are only a few suggestions. 


Our stores also carry a complete 
ay line of greeting cards, Christmas 
yu = books, plaques, and boxed Christ- 

mas wrappings. 
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% suggestions given here will help make the holiday season 
;: Send for our Christmas Catalog 
¢ for a complete list of supplies. 


programs and services. The 


Diss Slot Folder 


Gifts were the spontaneous offer- 
ing of those who celebrated the 
first Christmas. Remind the chil- 
dren and young people of this 
time-hallowed tradition — provide 
this folder, with space for ten 
dimes, to increase their Christmas 
offering. $1.85 a hundred. 


a Folders 


Attrac- 
tively 
designed 
and litho- 
graphed 
in 
Christmas 
colors. 
815. Size, 
84x11 
inches. 


Tllus- 
trated 
design. 
$1.50 a 
hundred; 
$6.00 for 
500; $10 
for 1,000. 
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The Tenth Anniversary Edition 


CHRISTMAS 


An American Annual of 
Christmas Literature 
and Art 


Edited by RANDOLPH E. HAUGAN 


Stories, articles, art reproductions 
suitable for framing, poetry, photo- 
graphs, carols, and legends combine 
to make this anniversary edition an 
exceptional value. Contributors in- 
clude Henry Kendall Booth, Grace 
Noll Crowell, W. G. Polack, Esther 
Chapman Robb, Edna Hong, A. 
Kretzmann, Burnette Thompson, and 
G. B. F. Hallock. Seventy-two pages, 
illustrated in full color, 10%x14 
inches. In handsome gift box. 


Gift Edition, Paper Cover—$1.00 
Library Edition, Cloth Cover—$2.00 


Augsburg Publishing House 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 
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Make Your Church the 
Center of Community Interest 


Easter Morning—Christmas—or at Vesper Time, 
what sweeter sound could there be than beauti- 
fully toned music from your church tower? 
Carillon music of cathedral beauty is now avail- 
able for your church. Sunco electric carillons 
can be played like a piano or electrically with 


records. They are micro-tuned to 1/5000 of 1% 
accuracy. A Sunco Carillon will make your 
church a more valuable community asset. It is 
to your interest—for your church—that you 


should write for latest information. Get list of 
recordings specially made for church and carillon. 
Chimes, The Angeles, Etc. List Free. There is no 
obligation. Write today. 


SUNDT ENGINEERING CO. 


4737 Ravenswood Avenue Chicago, Illinois 
A MOST FITTING MEMORIAL GIFT 
FOR YOUR CHURCH 


MENEELY BELL CO 
TROY, NY. an 


»N. © 
220 BROADWAY.NY. CITY, 














168 


NEW! movable Back 
AUDITORIUM CHAIR 


END ACHING BACK FATIQUE ! 


This correct posture folding chair has a 
movable back rest which helps one to sit 
erect at all times by comfortably conform- 
ing with every back movement of the oc- 
cupant. Built of strong, tubular steel with 
solid maple seat and heavy rubber feet. 
Easily and compactly folded, it requires 
but a minimum of storage space. 


Write for descriptive folder and 
general catalog. — Dept. C. M. 


NORCOR MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


PICTURES FOR EVERY PURPOSE 


from Miniatures for picture study to 
Enlargements in any size, in mono- 
tone or beautifully hand-colored in 
oils, for Churches, Wall Decoration, 
Altar Pieces, ete. Supplied unframed 
—or suitably framed complete ready 
for hanging. 

Write us about your requirements 





Also 
Peace and a Little Child Shall Lead 
Them 
If Thou Hadst Known, Oh Jerusalem 
The Vision of the Cross 


Above in four sizes of photo- 
gravure, sepia or hand-colored 
Hundreds of other well-known 
pictures in our collection 
* 


ALL SUBJECTS ALSO AVAIL- 

ABLE IN 2”x2” COLOR SLIDES 

AT FIFTY CENTS EACH 
. 


Send for illustrated folders and 
lists FREE 
> 
© THE HOUSE OF ART 
33 West 34th Street New York 
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Utterances Were Not Libelous 
bug Arthur L. H. Street 


those who differ on religious 

tenets do not constitute action- 
able defamation, according to the de- 
cision of the United States Circuit 
Court of Appeals, Third Circuit, in the 
case of Rutherford v. Dougherty, 91 
Fed. 2d, 707. 

Defendant, a Catholic clergyman, 
wrote a letter to a Philadelphia depart- 
ment store that operated a radio sta- 
tion, protesting against broadcasting 
facilities being afforded to plaintiff, on 
the ground that ‘plaintiff misrepre- 
sented the teachings of the Catholic 
Church and fomented religious hatred 
and bigotry. Plaintiff sued for dam- 
ages, claiming that the letter was 
libelous. Deciding that there was no 
libel, the court said: 

“Passing by the contentions made 
that this was an attempt to suppress 
free speech and on the other hand that 
the letter was a privileged attempt by 
a clergyman to protect his flock, we 
confine ourselves to a discussion of the 
decisive question whether the letter 
was libelous. Libel is a tort and in- 
volves wrong, maliciousness, and the 
infliction of injury, and the alleged 
wrong was in the assertion that plain- 
tiff was misrepresenting the teachings 
of the writer’s church. 

“It is hard to imagine an animated 
religious discussion without the partici- 
pants feeling the other disputant did 
not fairly represent, and therefore mis- 
represented, the religious teaching of 
the other’s church. To say one’s oppo- 
nent misrepresents any belief is not 
libelous. It is also complained it was 
libelous to say the plaintiff’s address 
‘fomented religious hatred and bigotry.’ 
Whose hatred, whose religious bigotry? 
The letter does’/not say. Religious dis- 
cussions often do _ excite’ religious 
hatred and bigotry, but we cannot say 
that to state the plaintiff’s address 
foments religious hatred and biogtry is 
libelous.” 

In a related case, growing out of 
the same letter, a tract society, with 


l\ CRIMONJOUS utterances between 


whom Judge Rutherford, plaintiff in the 
first case, is associated, sued for dam- 
ages because the letter threatened a 
boycott of the department store if the 


broadcasts were continued. (Watch 
Tower Bible & Tract Society v. 
Dougherty, 11 Atl. 2d, 147.) In that 


case, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
decided that no valid damage claim was 
made out, saying, in part: 

“The defendants are leaders of their 
church. They cannot be mulcted in 
damages for protesting against the 
utterances of one who they believe 
attacks their church and misrepre- 
sents its teaching nor for inducing 
their adherents to make similar pro- 
tests. A right of action does not arise 
merely because a group withdraws its 
patronage or threatens to do so and 
induces others to do likewise where the 
objects sought to be obtained are 
legitimate.” 





OUR STAR 


I look down in the manger. 
Mangers everywhere— 
Gold and silken mangers— 
Mangers bleak and bare. 


I look up at the Heavens. 
Glory everywhere— 
Star for golden manger 
Star for manger bare. 





For all alike the glory, 

For all alike the star. 

For all alike the wish to be 
Where peace and good-will are. 


The paths of life are many, 
For none the path is straight; 
But for each a guiding star, 
And at last—the open gate. 


Victor L. Greenwood in Advance. 





THE PERIL OF HASTY 
JUDGMENTS 
“Judge nothing before the time.” I 
Corinthians 4:5. 


PROPHETIC EMPATHY 
Text: “I came to them of the cap- 
tivity ... and I sat where they sat.” 
Ezekiel 3:15. 
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THE WAY OF CHRISTMAS 
Strong Christ of every road and heart, 
Of every lonely trail, 
Where eager man 
heights 
Through snow and sleet and hail: 


pursues the 


Thou art the strong man’s noblest 
dream, 
The purest woman’s goal, 
The children’s friend, youth’s hero 
bright, 


God’s presence to man’s soul. 


When man has strayed and lost the 
path 
And hope has fled his sky, 
Thou art assurance God still cares, 
For thee man still dares try. 


Thou art the builder of man’s life, 
The voice that guides his way, 
The light of every dark, sad hour, 

And man’s eternal day. 


The way of peace in warring world 
Thy feet through love have trod, 

In thee all men find brotherhood, 
Through thee all find one God. 


O Christmas Day, the witness thou 
To God’s unchanging love, 
That man with all his depths 
heights 
Is born for things above! 


Marsh in Advance. 


and 


George L. 





THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM 


By Dorothy Louise Thomas 

How beautiful the shining faith 
Of Magi from afar, 

Who followed as a shadowy dream 
A visionary star! 

And lovely as a precious stone 
The swift belief of them, 

Who, humble shepherds in a field, 
Gave love, as diadem! 


Come, take the road to Bethlehem! 
For on a Christmas night, 

Illumined by a host of stars, 
Its holy way is bright. . . 

As bright as when an amber star 
Hung poised above His bed, 

And Mary bent in joyous awe 
Beside a drowsy head. 


The very One the Magi knew, 
And knelt before as King, 

Will take with joy a questing heart 
As richest offering. 

The poorest man may lay the gold 
Of worship at His feet; 

And love is frankincense; and myrrh 
Of sacrifice is sweet. 


Here, by the Babe of Bethlehem, 
Is comfort for the sad; 

World-weary hearts, made old by sin, 
Grow young once more, and glad; 
And all, both rich and poor, may come 

And find a sure release 
From cares that fret, and doubts that 


prey, 
Through Him, the Prince of Peace. 














TOWER TONE CHIMES 
vour GHURGH 


The New TOWER TONE chime 
player, as shown at the left, is the 
latest product of 6 years’ experience 
Beautiful in tone and appearance, flexible 
in purpose, and moderately priced; TOWER 
TONE is the complete answer to the Church 


tower chime and the Church sound system 
problems. 

If you are considering tower chime or 
church sound, you should acquaint yourself 
with the modern answer to your needs— 
TOWER TONE. 

To obtain details and literature, without 

Obligation, write to 


== 


ANGERTONE, Inc. 
201 VERONA AY. NEWARK.N.J. 
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O Wondrous Child of Bethlehem 
O Man of Majesty! 
Who lifted high above the star 
The cross of Calvary! 
Christ of the lowly manger, 
Christ of Gethsamane, 
Bless any heart this Christmas night 
That takes the road to Thee! 


—Christian Advocate. 





FIFTH COLUMN 
A Sermon Outline 


But while men slept, his enemy came 
and sowed tares also among the wheat, 
and went away.—Mathew 13:25 


I. Christians should beware of a dis- 
honest use of this phrase. They should 
be on guard against Fifth Column 
hysteria. Cf. I Peter 1:13 (Moffatt’s 
translation) “Brace up your 
then, keep cool.” The unfairness of 
denouncing Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
Christian pacifists as Fifth Columnists. 


minds, | 





The Christian should be a person with | 


a cool head, a warm heart, and a tol- 
erant spirit. 

II. The Devil’s Fifth Column. 
Forces of evil work when people are 
sleepy with indifference. We find the 
Devil’s Fifth Column in churches when 
(1) There are divisions and dishar- 
mony, (2) People do not take Jesus 
seriously, (3) When church members 
shirk their responsibilities. 

He that 
Beware 


Conclusion: Jesus’ saying: 
is not with me is against me. 





of Fifth Column Hysteria, but above | 


all beware of the Devil’s Fifth Column. 
James C. Perkins. 








MANUSCRIPTS WANTED | 


for book publication. Fiction, non-fiction, juvenile, 
poetry. Special attention RELIGIOUS works. 
Writers. Wide National selling facilities. 
lication on a large Royalty Basis. 

THE PYRAMID PRESS 
55 West 42nd Street New York City 


New 
Pub- | 
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MARTIN LUTHER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Youngstown, Ohio 


Kundtz 





“Kundtz” craftsmanship has progressed steadily 
and zealously since 1876 and we are prepared to 
fill the needs of every church, of every denomina- 
tion, everywhere. 
Your church can have individuality 
by following the ‘‘Kundtz Plan.” Al- 
though you may require but one item 
at the present time, it will insure the 
future harmony of interior and the 
uniformity of design, materials and 
craftsmanship. 


ALTARS REREDOS 
PULPITS CLERGY CHAIRS 
LECTERNS HYMN BOARDS 
FONT PRIE DIEUS 


Parapet Rails Choir Stalls 


Wainscote Carved Figures 
Flower Stands . . . Organ Screens 


Write for complete book on the “‘Kundtz Plan” 


The Theodor Kundtz Co. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 
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ait Ty: SERVED 
AT THESE HOTELS / 





There are members in your church 
who will wish to patronize “Dry Hotels.” 
We suggest that you pass this list on 
to them either by publishing it in your 
church calendar or by clipping it from 
the magazine and posting it on the 
church bulletin board. 


BUCK HILL FALLS, PA. 
THE INN—300 fireproof rooms in an estate of 
5.000 acres. Utmost in sports. Selected clientele. 
Three hours from New York and Philadelphia. 


Chas. N. Thompson, Mgr. 
* * * 
NEW YORK 
HAMILTON—143 West 73rd Street. Telephone 
Endicott 2-7400. 350 rooms—$2.50 up. Kitchen- 


ettes. A fine residential apartment hotel. Wm. L. 


Wilson. Mgr. 


* * * 


PHILADELPHIA 

ROBERT MORRIS—Arch and Ilith Street. 208 
rooms—$2.50 up. In the heart of Philadelphia. 
Running ice water, private baths in all rooms. 
Banquet and meeting rooms. Louis E. Pike. 
Mer 

THE WHITTIER—140 North 15th Street. Owned 
and operated by Philadelphia Young Friends As- 
sociation. Rooms with running water—$1.50 to 
$2.00. With private F. M. 
Scheibley, Mgr. 


bath—$2.50 up. 


* * * 


SWARTHMORE, PA. 

STRATH HAVEN INN— suburban hotel. 
Rooms with running water—$1.50 to $2.0. With 
private bath—$2.50. F. M. Scheibley, Cwner and 
Mgr. 





| and serve it hot.” 


| with meals. 


Bin A 








LET US ADVISE YOU 
on 


CHURCH PURCHASES 


Our service bureau has information 
regarding dealers and equipment in 
every phase of church activity. A 
line indicating your desires will bring 


catalogs and prices. 
Address 


SERVICE BUREAU 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT 


1900 Euclid Avenue Cleveland, Ohio 
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Some Church Dinners I Have Met 
by Harry Pressfield 


Perhaps this minister can not say this to his own women but he 


speaks to many more through the pages of this journal. 


The 


advice given is timely and helpful. 


F the church dinners this writer has 
l attended could be placed end to end 

—well, never mind. But out of all 
this experience of observation some 
things readily suggest themselves. 

Sell tickets in advance. Many church 
dinners have resulted in complete fail- 
ure due to stormy weather or certain 
community conditions. The insurance 
feature of having the money in hand 
is always a satisfaction and incentive 
to workers. 

When the dinner is ready to be 
served, have the grace said, and then 
serve the meal. If there is a large 
group have the grace said even before 
they enter the dining hall. What mis- 
takes are made in disregard of this? 
Not very long ago the writer attended 
a church dinner where the plates con- 
taining warm food were being placed 
while the 200 guests were filing in. 
They waited until the last man was 
in place and then said grace. Every- 
one had cold food. Write it in flam- 
ing letters in every church kitchen: 
“Say grace first, then serve the meal 
There is no virtue 
in cold gravy. 

Some day some church is going to 
get a reputation for serving water 
If John Smith has hur- 
riedly come from his place of business 
and has sat down at the table wishing 
for a glass of water he is not going to 
enjoy his food until he has had the 
drink. Take notice of this: Most 
churches do not serve water at the 
meals. One practical method would be 
to have a pitcher of water and a few 


| glasses at each table. 


Some communities, or churches, get 


| into the habit of serving certain dishes. 
| For example, there are creamed chicken 


| communities. It is 


almost certain 


| that every club, lodge or church will 
| have creamed chicken. Have something 





else for a change. Let me say some- 
thing that will cause me to be anathe- 
matized by many church dinner cooks. 
You will be on the safe side if you do 
not serve creamed dishes at church 
dinners. 

Don’t be stingy. At times some one 
is in charge of church dinners that dis- 
regards the fact that a _ sure-fire 


method of keeping folks away from 
church dinners is to deal out teaspoon 
portions. 


Have a hostess. Her station will be 
in the center of the dining room. Her 
duty will be to see that everything is 
proceeding smoothly. If she is of the 
right type she transforms chaos into 
creation. This is so essential one 
wonders why it is not done in every 
case where there are many diners. 


Serve good coffee. Much of the 
coffee served: at church dinners needs 
a blood transfusion to rescue it from 
its anemic condition. Get the one per- 
son in the church, or the community, 
that can make good coffee and let that 
person have the responsibility—always. 
But I despair at this point. I feel that 
I am not going to get anywhere at all. 
In most churches they will go ahead 
with the idea that any mother’s 
daughter can make good coffee. 


If the church has been so unwise as 
to disregard the suggestion in para- 
graph one, and a collection for the din- 
ner is taken at the table, do not pass 
a cup down the line. Let a person be 
assigned to collect from each individ- 
ual. Do not collect across the table. 
Proceed down each line of the diners. 
This suggestion has a definite cash 
value. 


There are great social possibilities in 
church dinners. Now and then have 
one at which no charge is made. There 
are some churches that have gone 
along for years without a payless sup- 
per. Let it be pot-luck, covered dish, 
or entirely paid for out of church 
funds, but once in a while have a social 
meal without the price tag on it. 

Where it can be arranged, it is bet- 
ter to have the helpers at the dinner eat 
before the guests arrive. 

If the finances will at all permit, and 
it has been a dinner at which many 
have been served, when at last all have 
had their meal, drop everything (fig- 
uratively speaking), go home, and hire 
someone to clean the dishes and put 
the kitchen in order next day. 


It is because I have a sincere appre- 
ciation of the voluntary service given 
by the women of our churches at these 
church dinners, a service often taking 
a heavy toll of time and strength, but 
so willingly given, that I am “urged to 
indulge a hope” that these sugges- 
tions may help make the task more effi- 
cient and pleasant for all concerned. 
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WHEN THE WIVES GET 
TOGETHER 


By Margaret Ratcliffe 


Do you ever try getting a group of 
ministers and their wives together, 


not for a business meeting, but 
just for a friendly evening? Let 
it be a “Pot-luck” supper, if you 


will. Or, if you are one of those queer 
creatures who, on the very mention of 
the word “Pot-luck,” calls to mind a 
heterogeneous mess of lukewarm, un- 
palatable food, then give the dinner 
party yourself. 

Refreshed by some sparkling bits of 
humor and entertained by some sort of 
child’s play, you will, at least, lose 
yourself for the evening and come home 
with the weighty ministerial burdens 
resting much more lightly on your 
shoulders. And, incidentally, you will 
find that you have gathered some work- 
able ideas. 

You can imagine my surprise when, 
at one of these get-togethers, an emi- 
nent Detroit minister’s wife asked if we 
should like to cut out paper dolls from 
magazines. These pictures of ladies 
standing and showing the most action 
were fastened to a white sheet in rows 
to make a bulge in the middle of each. 
The sheet was suspended in the arch- 
way with the non decorated side 
towards the audience, which was seated 
in. the living-room. A lamp was at- 
tached to a socket in the hall, the 
shades were drawn, and all lights were 
extinguished in both hall and living- 
room with the exception of the table 
lamp. Soft dance music came from 
the radio. What roars of laughter 
when the dolls began to dance! 

Curious to see how this miracle could 
be performed, I rushed behind the cur- 
tain to see what was taking place. 
Here I found Madam Operator holding 
the lamp which she kept whirling 
around in large and small circles, and, 
at the same time, keeping time to the 
music. This produced these shadow 
doll dancers which were so entertain- 
ing. Even this suggestion I have used 
to entertain little tots since. 

A few weeks ago the ministers and 
their wives in our Association had such 
a get-together. We all had a “ripping” 
good time and felt the occasion was so 
worth-while that we decided to con- 
tinue these every six weeks. The next 
gathering is tomorrow night and 
“Yours Truly” is anxiously looking for- 
ward to going. Each one present is to 
relate his most amusing or embarrass- 
ing experience during his pastorate. 
Can’t you just hear the Ha! Ha’s! 


Widely 


INTER-CHURCH HYM 
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Through the Hymns 
and Tunes of the 





Inrer-Caurce 


Nyonar 


For generations Christians have lifted up 
their hearts in wonder, love and praise to 
the words and music gathered into this 
great hymn collection. 


Send for Inspection Copy 
Examine INTER-CHURCH HYMNAL 


personally and discover the vibrant, last- 
ing power of its appeal. Contains only 
hymns that people love and sing. 10,000 
churches and 650 organists codperated in 
selecting its numbers which stir the human 
heart. 


Adopted by Leading Churches 


AL meets all the worship needs of churches in every 


denomination. Abundant service material in 96 page section of worship outlines, 
responsive readings, prayers, Scripture portions, etc. A great book moderately priced 


—only $75 per 100, not prepaid. 


For Junior Church and School 
AMERICAN CHURCH AND CHURCH 
SCHOOL HYMNAL—377 musical numbers— 
holds the interest of adolescents. Price $55 per 100, 
not prepaid. Fully orchestrated. 

AMERICAN JUNIOR CHURCH SCHOOL 
HYMNAL—226 musical numbers—edited by ex- 
perts for the Junior Department. Price $40 per 100, 
not prepaid. 

Mail Coupon for Inspection Copies 
Returnable samples of these different and distin- 
quished hymnbooks sent on request—the perfect 
and abundant supply for every church music need. 
Write today. 


‘Biglow -Main-Excell Co, 


5741-T West Lake Street, Chicago, Ill. 


Mail Today for Returnable Samples 


BIGLOW-MAIN-EXCELL CO. 

5741-T West Lake Street, Chicago, Illinois 

Please send returnable samples of books checked below: 

0 INTER-CCHURCH HYMNAL 
0) American Church and Church School Hymnal 
0) American Junior Church School Hymnal 

Our church needs new hymnbooks and expects to 
purchase them about (date)...... 


Your Official 
| ae aaa Es tte .....Church Position... 
YS ee ee 
Pastor veeree.o 85: Po Eee eee ete 
Church and 
Oe 








Earn Money for Your Treasury 
Over a Million I 


Sunflower Dish Cloths 


were sold in 1939 by members of 

Sunday schools, Ladies’ Aids, 

Young People’s Groups, etc. Finest 

quality cloths. They enable you to 

earn money for your treasury and 

make friends for your organization 
Sample Free to Official 


SANGAMON MILLS Est. 1915 








Cohoes, N. Y. 








Increased Attendance of 
Your Church 


Depends on your ability to 
interest more people and in- 
duce them to attend your 
services. Let an Ashtabula 


Metal (All-Aluminum) Bulle- 
tin aid you in winning and 
holding your congregation— 
it is both an invitation and 
a welcome—a modern day ne- 
cessity. 

Send for FREE Catalog and learn what an 
Ashtabula Metal Bulletin will do for you! 

Please Mention Name of Your Church 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO. 


Box 1240C Ashtabula, Ohio 














( ORGANIZATION FUNDS ) 
Quickly, Easily Earned 


Our cooperative plan is now being used with 
remarkable success by thousands of women’s 
church societies, clubs and other organizations. 
Unusually big profits can be earned quickly, 
easily, pe tnd y by filling orders for Gott- 
schalk’s Metal Sponges, which are regularly 
used in millions of homes. Nearly every call 
means a sale. Let us tell you how we have been 
helping church workers for 20 years. Write 
today for full particulars regarding special offer. 
METAL SPONGE SALES CORP., Lehigh 
Ave. & Mascher St., Phila., Pa. 


i Gottschalk's 


METAL SPONGE y, 











Bible Poster Stamps 
Attendance Awards ir: Teach | 


FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASS | 
96 Beautiful Stamps and Album-Send f 
BIBLE POSTER STAMP CO. 239W 28th St, New 


r Free Literature 
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Christmas Interest 


The Use of Candles in Christian Fel- 
lowship by William H. Leach. Good- 
enough & Woglom Company. $1.00 

This little book is both a guide to the 
use of candles in personal devotions 
and corporate worship and, also, a 
beautiful gift volume. After discuss- 
ing the place of candles in Christian 
tradition the author turns to the prac- 
tical use of today, a field in which he 
is undoubtedly well informed. There is 
a section on “Candles in the Home.” 
In this section one will find a home 
dedication service, a discussion of the 
place of candles in weddings and other 
festival occasions. Another section 
deals with “Candles in Youth Services.” 
Under the head of Candles in Worship 
one finds specific instructions for their 
use in communion services, and Christ- 
mas and Easter programs. A memorial 
lighting service shows how candles may 
help the income of the ladies’ aid while 
a golden wedding service for home or 
church use gives a most fitting program 
for this important occasion. 

In addition to the work by Dr. Leach 
the book contains splendid poetic and 
art contributions to aid in producing 
the devotional spirit and the sense of 
devotion. It is beautifully bound and 
cased in blue cellophane. It is a most 
attractive book; one which will be 
treasured both for ‘its contents and its 
beauty. 


The Joyful Mystery by William C. 
Skeath. Westminster Press. 150 pages. 
$1.50. 

Readers of Church Management will 
recognize the title and the first chapter 
of this book. They appeared in the 
December, 1939, issue of the magazine. 
In a similar tone the author develops 
the theme of Christmas. There are the 
characters of Nazareth, the scenes of 
Bethlehem, the events at Jerusalem 
and an Epilogue which gives the pur- 
pose of the incarnation. 

The text has been bound together by 
original line drawings which have the 
appearance of wood cuts and selected 
poetry to carry the theme. The result 
is an attractive Christmas volume tell- 
ing the old, old story simply but de- 
voutly. One will look in vain here for 
critical analysis. Rather the attempt 
of author and publisher is to create 
beauty. The author defends this, mak- 
ing it clear that Christmas is a mys- 
tery and that too much analysis de- 
stroys that mystery. 

The book is beautiful to the eye and 
light to the hand. It is one which you 
can read and then lay aside with a 
surer faith in the mysteries of the in- 
carnation. 


Let’s Celebrate Christmas by Horace 
J. Gardner. A. S. Barnes & Company. 
211 pages. $2.50. 

An anthology of Christmas legend 
and entertainment is desirable in every 
home. Here is one which will fill the 
bill. It offers an unusual scope and 
variety of material. I have just been 
glancing through the index which fills 
seven large pages of two columns each. 
The lines indicate material dealing with 
games, hymns, songs, plays and many 
other things. 

The first part of the book deals with 
Christmas traditions of the various 
countries. 


mas parties. Included in this section 








Then come plans for Christ- | 
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are many recipes for special Christmas 
foods as well as menus for complete 
A second on Christmas carols 
includes both words and music of the 
Then two Christmas plays 
follow some of the best Christmas 


meals. 
favorites. 


stories. 


With this book available, anyone may 
become a successful committee chair- 
man for the Christmas festivities. 
is an investment any church might well 


make. 


10 One-Act Plays, by Fred Eastman. 
Willett, Clark & Company. 230 pages. 


$2.00. 


It has practically come to be con- 
ceded that when selections of worth- 
while religious plays are to be made, 


Fred Eastman, professor of Drama at 
Chicago Theological Seminary is the 
man to do the selecting. His test of 
a religious drama cannot be gainsaid. 
Each play in this book has had to meet 
the test: “Does it have a religious ef- 
fect upon the audience?” 

The plays included deal with many 
phases of experience—war and peace, 


It the struggle to forgive, the choice be- 


tween escape and sacrificial service, the 
conflict between nationalism and the 
kingdom of God, the cost of loyalty to 
a great cause—and are both artistic in 
quality and powerful in effect. All of 
them portray the spiritual struggles of 
modern men in their social environ- 


ment. 
I. G. G. 








for “Every Man” 





Faith Is the Answer 


A Psychiatrist and a Pastor 
Discuss Your Problems 


@ SMILEY BLANTON and 
NORMAN VINCENT PEALE 


Here a distinguished psychiatrist 
and one of the noted preachers of 
our time show faith to be the an- 
swer to your problems and the 
problems of those who “lean” upon 
you as counselor. 


The Chapters: The Power of Faith. 
The Hidden Energies of the Mind. Fear, 
Worry and Anxiety. Conscience and the 
Sense of Guilt. Self-Criticism. Failure 
and Success. Grief and Sorrow. The 
Company of the Lonely. Love and 





Marriage. The Faith That Heals. $2 





| These Three Alone 


Know Thyself — Control Thyself — Give 


Thyself 
e@e FRED TAYLOR WILSON 


One of the outstanding books of the 
year—‘“Concrete, illustrative, helpful.” 
—Christian Century. Real preaching 
and teaching values, and illustrations 
on how to live and serve every wak- 
ing moment of every day. $1.50 


The American Canon 
@ DANIEL L. MARSH 


“The seven documents chosen’ by 
President Marsh for his ‘canon’ are, 
beyond dispute, immortal; and his ap- 
praisal of them is authoritative and 
brilliant."—Dr. Daniel L. Poling in 
The Christian Herald. $1 


How Came the Bible? 
@ EDGAR J. GOODSPEED 


How sixty-six books by many different 
authors, written over a period of fully 
a thousand years in at least two dif- 
ferent languages, have come to us of 
the twentieth century in one volume, 
the Bible, is an entrancing story. Dr. 
Goodspeed here tells it for the ordi- 
nary Christian who would know “how 
came the Bible.” $1.50 


ABINGDON - COKESBURY 


5S 





Is the Kingdom of God 
Realism? 
@ E. STANLEY JONES 


Impressively, convincingly, with a simplicity 
which has its own power and a conviction which 
comes out of living experience, this book un- 
folds the consummate realism of the kingdom 
of God. The Christian way is shown to be not 
merely the way of goodness, but also the way 
of wisdom. ; 


Some of the Chapters: Was Jesus a Realist? Life’s 


Answer from Life. Resentments and Hate Produce 
Disease. The Self-Centered Are the Self-Disrupted. 
The House Divided. The Realism of the New Birth. 
The Wisdom of the Kingdom. The Dethroned Powers 
Who Rule. $2 


Jesus Christ the Same 
@e JAMES MOFFATT 


This powerful afhrmaticn of truths which 
Christians have always believed bases _ its 
exalted Christology upon the relevant evidence 
for Jesus’ divine humanity. “Here is as pow- 
erful an apologetic for the traditional Christian 
faith as has come from the pen of the modern 
scholar in a good many years.”—Dr. Nolan B. 
Harmon, Jr. $2 


A Voice in the Wilderness 


A Vivid Study of the Life and 
Work of John the Baptist 


@ ROY L. SMITH 


One of the most popular religious writers of 
the age calls out of the shadows the strange 
and mysterious figure of John the Baptist, and 
in this biographic study endows with fresh life 
the one who, playing the thankless role of the 


forerunner, had no contemporary biographer. 
$2 
« 


Let the Church Be the Chureh 
@e ELMER GEORGE HOMRIGHAUSEN 


“The themes are related and present a sum- 
mons to the forces of Christianity in all the 
churches to accept the good news of the New 
Testament as the truth, to set forth the truth 
there found in word, worship, service, thought, 
fellowship, and the missionary butreach.”— 
Religious Book Club Bulletin. $2 
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Protestantism’s Hour of Decision by 











Protestantism Justin Wroe Nixon. Judson Press. 154 
pages. $1.39. 
ry 
oo —" 
Gift Books 


The Springs of Creative Living 


November Religious 

e@ ROLLO MAY 4 Book Club Pt ‘ 
“This book has been selected because it is the 
most important popular treatise that has ap- 
peared in recent years on the mutual helpfulness 
of religion and the new psychology and of 
Christian theology and _ psychotherapy.”’—Re- 
ligious Book Club. 


Some of the Chapters: CREATIVITY AND SIN. HAP- 
PINESS. A THEOLOGY OF LIFE. GRACE AND 
CLARIFICATION. THE THIRST FOR MEANING. 
FREEDOM AND DESTINY. $2 


The World’s Need of Christ 
e CHARLES A. ELLWOOD 


“Clear, straightforward, convincing, it will fill 
a real need in the presentation af the social 
aspects of the Gospel of Christ.”—E. Stanley 
Jones. 


Some of the Chapters: “THE IMITATION OF CHRIST.” 
THE NEGLECT OF CHRIST IN SCIENCE AND PHIL- 
OSOPHY. THE NEGLECT OF CHRIST IN POLITICS 
AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. THE NEGLECT 
OF CHRIST IN BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY. $2 


Religion Yesterday and Today 
@ HENRY SLOANE COFFIN 


“The volume furnishes a highly informative re- 
sume of the changes in Christian thought dur- 
ing the last two generations. . . . It renders real 
service to all concerned with the problem of the 
Church in its relation to present social condi- 
tions.”—Christian Science Monitor. $1.75 


A Person-Minded Ministry 
e@ RICHARD HENRY EDWARDS 


“Stimulating vision and everyday practicality, 
... The reviewer wishes he might have had 
such a study before he entered his first pastor- 
ate; he would have avoided many mistakes in 
finding his way into the life of his people.”— 
Charles S. MacFarland. 2 


Facing Life and Getting the 
Best of It @ C. E. MACARTNEY 


“In fourteen sermonic chapters the author de- 
velops the Christian philosophy of living, set- 
ting forth the way in which it enables one to 
triumph over sorrows, weaknesses, difficulties, 
and sins. A life of courage, victory, and peace 
is shown to be possible. The messages are 
rooted in the Scriptures.”—Religious Book Club 





The Evening Altar 
@ CARL WALLACE PETTY 


“These meditations have a quality 
in both thought and expression that 
places them among the classics.” — 
Christian Century. 

Size 4x6%4 inches. $1 


Two Minutes With God 
Chila-Centered Family Devotions 
e@ PAUL J. & PHILIP R. HOH 


“A devotional book which Chris- 
tian parents will highly prize. . 


Brief, wisely selected scriptural 
meditations . . . beautifully simple 
and pertinent prayers .. . ideally 


suited to childhood.’—The Luth- 


eran, 
Size 54%x8% inches. 


$1.50 
With God and Friends 
Each Day 

@ FREDERICK R. DARIES 
“Placed on the breakfast table each 


Devotions for each day, with space 
for recording anniversaries. $1 








The Road to Certainty 
e CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL 


“Sixteen sermons full of homely phil- 
osophy, glorified by permanent reli- 
gious and spiritual truth. . . . They 
throw new light on old texts... . They 
transform human experience by novel 
and arresting applications.” — Pulpit 
Digest. $1.50 


The Faith We Live 
e ALBERT EDWARD DAY 


“Easily understandable . . . not. one 
dull sentence. . . . Sound and cogent 
reasoning. Its orthodoxy is not stale. 
Even its heresy is stimulating and pro- 
phetic. ... The author believes, there- 
fore he writes with conviction and 
passion.’—Pasadena Star News. $2 


morning it would be more im- 
portant and valuable than the 
morning newspaper.’—Albert W. 
Palmer. 





The Psalms for Every Day | 


@ JANE T. STODDART 


“A springboard for sermons.’’—Mon- 








Bulletin. $1.50 day Morning. $3.50 
Nashville « ABINGDON - COKESBURY PRESS 
ry 
rae 
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This is frankly “A Tract for the 
Times,” a book with a “purpose.” 
That purpose the author makes no at- 
tempt to conceal. We live in a day of 
great peril—a day in which the peace 
and security of the whole world is 
being threatened; a day in which the 
values long cherished by mankind are 
in danger of being devaluated. Is there 
to be a voice, rising above the tumult, 
to call a halt to the forces of wrong? 
Dr. Nixon feels that there must be such 
a voice, and it must be the voice of the 
church. Let the church be the church— 
and the church at its best. Now is the 
time to take account of our heritage 
and to see the direction in which the 
church must move. Let Christianity 
well consider its spiritual heritage and 
the means by which it may be pre- 
served. 

Other writers and thinkers to the 
contrary—and it is only fair to say 
that there are many who will not 
agree—Dr. Nixon’s contention is that 
the heritage of the church, in the case 
of American Protestants, has two main 
roots: one running back into the re- 
ligious tradition of Christianity, and 
the other into the political tradition of 
democracy. Both of these roots are 
essential to the nurture of the type of 
Christianity with whose future he is 
most concerned. 


In the light of this, two convictions 
underlie the book: (1) that there are 
values in this inheritance worthy of 
every effort to maintain them, and (2) 
that Protestantism and democracy can- 
not survive except as they prove to be 
dynamic factors in dealing with the 
problems of a new age. 

Dr. Nixon frankly faces these prob- 
lems in all their aspects and in the six 
brief chapters makes out an excellent 
case for his stated convictions. 

There is an added appendix on “The 
Pacifism of Jesus” which while only 
four pages in length will provide stim- 
ulating food for thought in this day of 
selective service registration, prepared- 
ness program, and emphasis upon en- 
listments. 

F. Gu 


Protestant Beliefs by Paul Simpson 
McElroy. The Abingdon - Cokesbury 
Press. 110 pages. $0.50. 

Here is a little book that will be of 
value for the intelligent layman, when 
used either for personal reading or as 
the text for a study course of adults 
or young people. The volume is made 
more useful for the latter purpose by 
the list of suggested supplementary 


| readings and questions for discussion 


at the end of each chapter. 

In the preface the author acknowl- 
edges that he cannot speak for all 
Protestants for there are many differ- 
ences of opinion. However, it is his 








aim to present the general attitudes 


commonly accepted by Protestants. No 
doubt some of the more conservative 
brethren will react unfavorably to this 
statement, “For Protestants, there is 
no Satan or evil one in the world!” 
However, it is just such frank state- 
ments of the views of liberal Protes- 
tants that commend the book to this 
reviewer. But while the weet 

> seem startling to some the 
~-cs ggrs Pena of reasons for these 
opinions as well as the reverent atti- 
tude of the writer should recommend 
this book to every open-minded stu- 
dent. 

A glance at the table of contents 
shows us that the subjects discussed in- 
clude the Bible, Bible history, church 
history, the Deity, including questions 
about Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the 
trinity, prayer, sin and salvation, the 
sacraments, life after death and re- 
lated topics. 

We are living in a day when Protes- 
tants should know what they believe 
and why. The proper use of this book 
will make a great contribution toward 


an informed laity. 
C. W. B. 


The Case for Evangelical Modernism 
by Cecil John Cadoux. Willett, Clark 
& Company, Chicago and New York. 
191 pages. $2.00. 


Cecil John Cadoux is one of the most 
distinguished of the English ecclesi- 
astical scholars. Since 1933 he has 
been Mackennal professor of church 
history and vice principal of Mansfield 
College Oxford. Thus far he has pub- 
lished about a dozen volumes and this 
one is a recasting of a series of lectures 
delivered at the University of North 
Wales. 


By modernism the author means “the 
general acceptance of a new critical 
attitude in the interpretation both of 
scripture and of traditional Christian 
doctrine in conformity with the meth- 
ods and results of modern knowledge.” 
In four chapters entitled “The Way to 
Orthodoxy,” “Three Blind Alleys,” 
“Traditional Christology” and “The 
Way to the Real Jesus,” we find the 
author showing us that great creeds 
and doctrines of the church are the work 
of reason and not of revelation. Thus 
the doctrine of the trinity, for example, 
represents the best that Christians 
could do in the way of explaining and 
formulating the fact of Jesus’ extra- 
ordinary relation to God. In brief Dr. 
Cadoux is saying that the right test 
for orthodoxy is not tradition but truth. 
The corollary to this satement stressed 
by this writer is that only when ortho- 
doxy is defined in this manner can the 
true essence and religious value of the 
Christian gospel exist. 


Readers of Church Management 
realize that with the advance in sci- 
entific knowledge the Christian must 
have a faith which is inclusive of all 
truths both revealed and discovered. 
They will find this study one which 
shows how such reinterpretation of the 
old doctrines and creeds, based upon 
the criterion mentioned above, will give 
a sound and wholesome Christian faith. 

W.L.L. 
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Announcing a new 






book of supreme 





timeliness 


by 















Reinhold 
Niebuhr 


Christianity 
and 
Power 


Politics 


In his new and profound 
stimulating book Dr. Nie- 
buhr is concerned with the 
single, central problem of 
our time — power politics 
and their dynamic effect 
upon the whole fabric of 
our modern world. 

With a far-reaching sense 
of historical background 
and its application to pres- 
ent events he lights up 
such bewildering, timely 
and momentously impor- 
tant topics as: 

**Germany and the West- 
ern World,’’ ‘‘Democracy 
and Foreign Policy,’’ ‘‘Hit- 
ler and Buchman,” ‘‘The 
War and American 
Churches,”’ ‘‘Why the 
Christian Church Is Not 
Pacifist,’’ ‘‘Peace and the 
Liberal Illusion,’ ‘‘Opti- 
mism, Pessimism and Re- 
ligious Faith,’’ and ‘‘The 
Christian Church in a Sec- 
ular Age.”’ $2.00 














































at bookstores 
Charles Scribner's Sons, N.Y. 





| Harper & Brothers. 


| importances. 


Theological and Social 
Facing the Facts by John S. Whale. 
88 pages. $1.00. 


President Whale, head of Chestnut 
College in Cambridge, England, gave 
the chapters of this book as radio ad- 


dresses. One fact to be faced is that 
of personality. He says that “the so- 
cialized state, long overdue, is no 


mere possibility—the pathetic dream 


| of workless millions; for good or ill it 
| is arriving in three continents.” 


The 
author’s concern is that in this change 
the human personality is dwarfed in 
“The new nationalism is 
the old paganism, writ large across the 
face of the astonished earth.” “Our 
immediate problem is how to safeguard 
a view of a man which alone can give 
to the social revolution of our time a 
different quality and meaning from 
that in Germany and Russia.” 

Under “The Fact of Evil,” Dr. 
Whale says that “Science . . . threatens 
to make his (man’s) civilization a 
ruin” and “There is a sickness in man’s 
very nature, a radical evil, which can 
and does use the best for the worst.” 
He concludes that only God’s redemp- 
tion is adequate for the sin of the 
world. 


The author doubts that modern man 
really shrugs his shoulders at the fact 
of death as he pretends to, and says 
that “Any philosophy to live by must 
be one to die by; it must have eter- 
nity for its background.” 

The fact of Christ is that he is both 
human and divine and that his cross 
alone shows all the truth about sin and 
all the truth about God’s love. Dr. 
Whale rejects definitely the idea that 
Christ’s death was an appeasement of 
an angry God. 

The necessity of faith is presented as 
the fifth fact and the author’s own 
faith is expressed in his paragraph 
which says, “We believe that in Christ 
the eternal thou confronts us, mighty 
to save. The truth about God and the 
meaning of all human life is embodied 
in his passion and his victory.” 

E 


The Social Function of Religion by 
E. O. James. Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Press. 312 pages. $2.50. 


Before considering the content of 
this book, it will be well to know some- 
thing of the author since this has direct 
bearing. Dr. James, after receiving a 
degree and diploma in anthropology 


| from Oxford University continued the 


research which led to a Ph.D. from the 
same university. Through the years, 
on the strength of his publications, he 
has been recipient of a D.Litt., from 
Oxford and a D.D. from the University 
of St. Andrews. He was the first and 
only occupant of the chair of the his- 
tory and philosophy of religion at the 
University of Leeds. However, to the 
minister another aspect of his experi- 
ence is of special importance, namely, 
that his interest in things religious is 
by no means academic for he served an 


| apprenticeship as the vicar of Lime- 


house, a large slum parish in the East 
End of London, and also in the parish 


of St. Thomas, Oxford. 


It is not surprising, then, that from 


"such a background the author has been 


able to produce this volume which deals 
with the religious implications which 
one must consider if he is to get a true 
picture of “the factors which make up 
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group life.” 

The title of the book, put into the 
form of a question—“What Is _ the 
Social Function of Religion?”—pro- 
vides the theme about which the 
thought of the author revolves. 

This world, the author says, is in 
some danger of collapse; there is evi- 
dence of dislocation in every phase of 
experience. If we are to discover the 
causes of these things we will do well 
to go beyond the economic and political 
aspects of the problem for these are in 
reality more effects “produced by the 
deeper considerations arising out of the 
fundamental needs of the individual 
and society as a whole. (Intro. p. 1.) 

One must go further back to the 
fundamental religious concepts which 
one did and must again supply the in- 
dispensible dynamic for man’s com- 
munal life. To restore the economic 
and political aspects alone is no guar- 
antee of health of the body politic, but, 
rather, must the spiritual foundations 
be re-established. 

However, that cannot be done unless 
men are made familiar with the his- 
toric roots of our religious faith, and 
became impressed by the important 
part played in social reconstruction. 
The religious roots of society extend 
deep into the soil in which society is 
nurtured. One must know something 
of those roots to intelligently view the 
tree. Hence this book, which as written 
provides such sight. 


One reading the book will discover 
that it provides a mental springboard 
for religious thinking. Nine readers 
out of ten will wish to pursue further 
the subject so splendidly opened up by 
Dr. James. For just such a purpose 
rather full bibliographies have been 
provided at the end of each of the chap- 
ters. The bibliographies themselves 
are worth the price of the book. - 

I. G. G. 


The Two Humanities by D. R. Davies. 
Harper and Brothers. Six chapters, 256 
pages. $2.50. 

That England has been slow to rec- 
ognize the threat to her culture and 
religious life is very apparent in the 











very few writers she produced who re- | 
lated their religious thinking to the im- | 
pending crisis. Dr. Davies states more | 
clearly in this book than I have seen | 


elsewhere, the implications 
Christian message for England and all 
humanity for that matter. In the large 
he follows the theology of Brunner per- 
mitting man needed freedom but find- 
ing his sole hope for all mankind in 
God—” without a transcendent, judg- 
ing, redeeming God there is no hope for 
man.’ 


The author looks upon war as the 
final chapter in the humanist illusion 
about human nature. He explodes the 
theory that because man can accom- 
plish some things he can therefore 
strive until he can accomplish any and 
all things. His theological position is 
very conservative as one might expect 
from the author of “On to Orthodoxy,” 
but even here his position might be 
more accurately stated as anti-human- 
istic. Although not overburdened with 
a multiplicity of notes the book is rich 
in scholarship and clear analysis of 
human nature and the ways in which 
men live on accumulated culture in 
peace time and revert to animal type in 
time of stress and war. 

The position of “optimistic despair” 


of the | 
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Luccock 
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Hornell 
Hart 


Joseph R. 
Sizoo 


Erdman 
Harris 


Harry 
Emerson 


Fosdick 


Caroline 
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American Mirror 


Here is a candid camera picture of the ten tu- 
multuous years of American life as expressed 
in the literature from 1930 to 1940. The 
fiction, drama and poetry of the period are 
examined in relation to the ethical, social and 
religious phases of our life and thought during 
these years. $2.50 


The Golden Bough 


In this famous volume is the absorbing account 
of the myths, superstitions, ancient religious 
rites, and practices of every land from the re- 
mote past to recent times. Beautifully bound 
and jacketed. $1.49 


Chart for Happiness 


As a result of ten. years of research, Dr. Hart 
has worked out a scientifically prepared chart 
to measure individual happiness in relation to 
effective living and working. With it, one can 
discover his points of imperfect adjustment 
and find the means of correcting them. $1.75 


Not Alone 


Amid the present state of world confusion and 
chaos, Dr. Sizoo leads us to a Divine Being, a 
God who is with us and offers us strength for 
these trying times. $1.25 


Introduction to Youth 


Dr. Harris proposes a_ practical program 
whereby young people will work with older 
people toward the solution of mutual problems, 
and suggests actual methods for helping our 
youth to help themselves. $1.75 


The Modern Use of 
the Bible 


To Dr. Fosdick, the Bible is a book of vital per- 
sonal religion. Here he makes a strikingly 
clear statement of the way in which its eternal 
truths may be reconciled with modern thought 
and applied to everyday life. $1.00 


The World’s Great 
Religious Poetry 


This noted anthology of religious verse con- 
tains nearly 800 pages of poems from a wide 
range of ancient and modern literature. An 
exceptional Christmas gift. $1.69 


A Preface to Christian 
Theology 


Dr. Mackay offers a non-technical approach to 
the relationship of theology and present-day 
individual and social ethics. A vital challenge 
for all thoughtful readers. $2.00 
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is the name the author applies to his 
outlook on world affairs today. “It is 
a realization of man’s inability to 
achieve justice and idealism, coupled 
with an unshaken faith that fulfillment 
and perfection nevertheless can be 
achieved.” Men must come to see, 
maintains Dr. Davies, that their fail- 
ures are due to departure from God. 
This forms the basis for his considera- 
tion of the two humanities. 

There is the old humanity pursuing 
its career of independence from and op- 
position to God. Since the coming of 
Jesus, however, there is a new human- 
ity which has penetrated the old and it 
is only through Christ that the old can 
be recreated. 

The book is not without its clear 
analysis of social conditions and cur- 
rent social issues. The author’s posi- 
tion becomes clear from one _ state- 
ment, “No man, however good he is, is 
good enough to be another man’s mas- 
master.” This book is a splendid stimu- 
lus and tonic for American religious 
thinkers whose position is not unlike 
that of the English clergy two years 
ago facing tremendous but not yet ob- 


vious crises. 
R. W. A. 


Evangelistic 

Reaching the Unchurched by Alfred 
L. Murray. Round Table Press, Inc. 150 
pages. $1.50. 

In this interesting volume on evan- 
gelism, the author is seeking to put 
the heart of the Christian into the 
evangelistic process. Personal interest 
and work is the keynote; methods have 
been pushed to the background. He be- 
lieved that as Christians take an inter- 
est in their friends, giving the invita- 
tion in season and out of season, that 
the result will be accessions to the 


church and new workers in the King- 
dom of God. 


In the pages he has used hundreds of 
illustrations in soul winning. He 
traces the influence of the spoken and 
written word. The volume might well 
be a text to guide workers in the field 
of personal evangelism. If an index 
had been supplied, it would give the 
reader a record of the most interest- 
ing Christian conversions. The 
preacher may want to make his own 
index to have these illustrations at 
hand for reference. 

While he is trying to put methods in 
the background, the book is organized 
in a methodical way. The various areas 
for personal work are classified for the 
study. Among the techniques dis- 
cussed, there are included the use of 
tracts, personal letters, prayer as a 
force in evangelism and the good in- 
junctions in the final chapter on hold- 
ing the new converts by giving them 
definite tasks. 

Mr. Murray is the pastor of the Bap- 
tist Church of Lansdale, Pennsylvania. 
He is the author of a number of books 
including the recently published one en- 
titled Psychology for Christian Teach- 
ers. This new book on evangelism will 
be appreciated by all ministers. It 
would make a most stimulating outline 
for a series of prayer meeting talks on 
the task of the Christian or even the 
basis for Sunday morning sermons. 

W. H. L. 


Simple Salvation by Llew C. North- 
en. Broadman Press. 107 pages. 
$1.00. 


Twelve evangelistic sermons by a 
successful pastor-evangelist! Among 
the topics are “Bringing Men to Jesus,” 
“Spiritual Suicide,” “The Greatest 
Home Run,” “God’s Quest for Man,” 
and “Man’s Quest for God.” These 
sermons are simple, direct appeals to 
accept Christ and serve him through 
the church. The first discourse which 
is entitled “This Is That” is based on 





Acts 2.16: “But this is that which was 
spoken by the prophet Joel.” It is 
typical of the spirit of the book as a 
whole. In the last paragraph we read 
the words: “For us today, where is 
the dynamic that gives us the power, 
the ability to meet the urgency of the 
hour? It can be found only in spirit- 
filled men and women. We have tried 
nearly everything under the sun, and 
more or less have failed. Why not try 
once more the New Testament idea of 
seeking the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
and thereby spiritualize the church into 
power? This and only this will bring 
the results needed.” There is not the 
slightest doubt that there is an impor- 
tant place for evangelistic preaching in 
the program of the church, and we 
have every reason to believe that these 
sermons were effective as delivered. 
Yet it is not always easy to transfer 
the fire of a spoken discourse into cold 
print. Apparently this is true of some 
of these, which in printed form now and 
then impress us as being stronger in 
what the old-time preachers called 
“unction” than they are in thought. 
Yet sermons are by no means to be 
measured exclusively by the _intellec- 
tual yardstick. Those in this book are 
earnest, clear and vigorous. 
ic . fe 


Jesus Christ 


The Search for the Real Jesus by 
Chester Charlton McCown. Charles 
Scribner’s Sons. 338 pages. $2.50. 


This is a book which “will put flesh 
on one’s intellectual bones.” Let this 
book be characteristic of the books read 
by the American ministry and the qual- 
ity of that ministry will be duly 
heightened. Dr. McCown is a scholar 
in the best sense of that term, yet at 
the same time he is one who can take 
the best findings of scholarship and 
present them in a way to be intelligible 
and genuinely helpful to the lay reader. 
In this book he has accomplished a 
task which is difficult, yet which long 
needed to be done. 

When a little over a hundred years 
ago David Friedrich Strauss, then a 
theological student at Tubingen, pub- 
lished his two-volume Life of Jesus 
Critically Examined, he little realized 
‘what a storm of public disapproval 
would be set in motion. Yet from that 
time to the present when everyone is 
perusing the latest volume of Sholem 
Asch The Nazarene, men have been 
seeking to know more about this Jesus 
of Nazareth, who has affected the 
structure of society more widely and 
deeply than any other person. . Dr. Mc- 
Cown sets himself to the task of thor- 
oughly investigating the changing his- 
torical interpretations of Jesus which 
have been presented to the public in 
the intervening one hundred years. 

The quality of the book is best indi- 
cated by saying that Dr. McCown has 
held steadfastly to the three command- 
ments of historical research which he 
sets forth in the Preface: (1) “Thou 
shalt study and criticize thy sources 
scientifically;” (2) “Thou shalt know 
the work done before and beside thee;” 
and (3) “Thou shalt know thy own pre- 
possessions and organize them into an 
explicit philosophy of life and of his- 
tory.” Two special “helps” for intelli- 
gent study which have been provided 
are worthy of mention. At the begin- 
ning of each section—three to five 
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The Sermon 
on the Mount 
by Martin Dibelius 


The foremost statement of Christian 
conduct newly interpreted by an in- @ 
ternationally recognized New Testa- @ 
ment authority. $1.50 ae 


Bold to Say 


by Austin Pardue : 
An inspiringly realistic interpretation = : 


of the Lord’s Prayer as the most pro- = 
found expression of man’s needs and #2: 
hope. $1.75 & 


Wisdom and Folly 
in Religion 
by Joseph Haroutunian 


A vigorous, iconoclastic, yet deeply 
religious call back to the true Protes- 
tantism of the Reformation. $2.00 ; 


Good 


Christian Men 
by H. Martin P. Davidson 


$15,000 Bross Award 


CHRISTIANITY 


An Inquiry into its Nature and Truth by Harris Franklin Rall 








A challenging and comprehensive study of Christianity in its relation to modern life, 
$2.50 






current thought, and individual needs. 









The 1940 Lyman Beecher Lectures 
Preaching in These Times 


George A. Buttrich—“ Preaching the Whole Gospel”; W. Aiken Smart—” Old Wine 
in New Bottles”; Arthur H. Bradford—‘’Preachers Must Listen”; Elmore M. McKee— 
“Leadership Uncensored”; Edwin McN. Poteat—“’The Dilemma of Civilization’; 
Ernest F. Titthe—‘’The Church and the Glory of God”. $2.00 


(. REINHOLD NIEBUHR’S 
“% Christianity and Power Politics 


Placing the crucial problems of power politics in true historical perspective, Dr. 
Niebuhr lights up such bewildering questions as, ‘Must Democracy Use Force?”, 




















“Hitler and Buchman”, “ Why the Christian Church is Not Pacifist’. $2.00 A fascinating pageant of the great 
figures of the Christian Church from 
CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS NEW YORK earliest times to the present. $2.00 





at all bookstores. 














chapters—Dr. McCown has placed a 
one-page summary of the material to 
be dealt with in those chapters. Again, 
although the book is in itself a com- 
pendium and a bibliography, he has 


THE USE OF CANDLES IN CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
By WILLIAM H. LEACH 





presented a most excellent working ‘The Use of BEAUTIFUL Christmas gift book 

bibliography at the back of the book. CANDLES in Siilliwik ba tamcataied o aaane, | 
Make no mistake. This is not a Christian fellowship / . 

volume for bed time reading. It is men, youth leaders, music directors | 


and others who arrange special programs 
for the year. 

Tells the story and gives candle lighting | 
services for Christmas, Easter, Com- 
munion, Installation, Wedding Anniver- | 
sary and other occasions. | 

BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED 
At Your Book Store or Direct $1.00, Postpaid | 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., 296 Broadway, New York City 


rather to be read as the Oxonians 
“read” geometry. Es. Gx; Gre 


Who Is This King of Glory? by Wil- 
liam Hallock Johnson. American Tract 
Society. 217 pages. $1.50. 

This is one of the outstanding books 
in the book contest of the American 
Tract Society, containing’ essential 
evangelical doctrines. Dr. Johnson was 
for many years president of Lincoln 
University and has crowned his long 
life of usefulness by placing a crown 
upon the eternal king. 












































Dr. Johnson has written with a view 
of showing that Jesus Christ is the 
son of God, the Saviour of the world. 
He brings the testimony of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Peter, James, 
the witness of Hebrews and the history 
of the world. He deals at great length 
with “the crowning proof of sonship,” 
the resurrection and discusses the vari- 
ous theories that have been advanced 
about it. 

The book is scholarly and exegetical 
rather than critical. In a day when 
Jew and Gentile are persecuted and the 
church attacked from many sources, it 
is stimulating to return to the sources 
of our faith through this author and 


see anew him who was and is the king 
of glory. 
T. BR. 


The Bible 


The Bible of the World, edited by 
Robert O. Ballou, in collaboration with | 
Viking | 


Friedrich Spiegelberg. The 
Press, 1,415 pages. $5.00. 
This is one of the most remarkable 
books of its kind to be published in this 
generation. Its array of material is 
simply overwhelming, for it is a com- 
pendium which includes the sacred lit- 


eratures of all ages, peoples and faiths. 


ni a ce 


| 







GET A 


HOLMAN BIBLE | 


For your own use, for your pastor, 
child or friend. There is no better gift 
than a Bible, no better Bible than a 
Holman. For four generations this 
house has made Bibles and no other 
book. Authorized version. Special 
leather, glue and sizing give Holman 
Bibles extra long life. Dictionary and 
other helps are added value. At any 
book store, or A. J. Holman Co., 1224 
Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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: Master¥ of the Bible brings Power 


Power to develop your own life, to influence the lives of 






eS 


others, to make right decisions, to learnto adjust yourself to 
your circumstances and to overcome every disadvantage. 


The Scofield Reference Bible 


Has helps on the pages where needed, unfolding 
Scripture truth and enabling you to know the 
Bible better. 
circular of Bible Questions, 
Ask to see—The Loose-Leaf Edition, $18.50. 
The Wide Margin Edition, No. 390, only $5. 
The new styles with Zipper Bindings. 
At all Booksellers or from the Publishers 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


114 Fifth Ave., New York 





50 styles from $1.95 up. Send for 















ence. But we have turned the pages 


| carefully, reading and browsing as we 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| of the work. 


have had opportunity. 

The work is offered as a Jewish en- 
cyclopedia. That means that it will 
be devoted to Jewish history, culture, 
life and art. Many subjects not strictly 
Jewish have a place in this volume be- 
cause they cut across the Jew’s life. 
For instance, a city will be discussed 
because of its Jewish history. Like- 
wise non-Jews have a place where their 
lives have made a contribution to Jew- 
ish culture. 

One is astounded at the completeness 
Not alone is the text 


| matter to be commended but hundreds 


| 
| 
| 





Beginning with the Hindu scriptures, it 
contains such ancient compositions as 
the hymns of the Rig-Veda, the Upan- 
ishads, the Bhagavad-Gita, the Purana, 
the Yoga Sutras, and then includes 
some of the works of a nineteenth cen- 
tury Hindu, Sri Ramakrishna. There 


is a section of Buddhist writings, in- | 


cluding both Tibetan and Japanese 
works, followed by the Sutras of the 
Jains, the Confucianist, Taoist and 
Zoroastrian scriptures. This is fol- 


lowed by a long section of Judeo-Chris- | 
includes both | 
Old and New Testament apocryphal | 
The final section is devoted | 


tian scriptures, which 
material. 
to Mohammedanism, and the book 
closes with a splendid array of notes, 
an excellent bibliography, a glossary 
and a complete index. 


The book does not purport to be com- | 


plete and exhaustive, but is frankly an 
anthology. However, its collection is so 
abundant and inclusive that it gives a 
full-rounded and not at all fragmentary 


representation of the seven religious | 


literatures which it includes. I know 
that I am safe in saying that no pre- 
vious anthology can even approximate 
its completeness. 

With its fundamental thesis some 
may disagree, namely, that “everything 
that is true is God’s word, whoever may 
have said it.” With some words of its 
editors many will take issue, as for 
example, “there is but one religion for 
humanity; the many faiths and creeds 
are all streams or streamlets of this 
great river.” 
self and with its arrangement there 
can be no criticism. It will be a valu- 
able edition to the “Comparative Re- 
ligions” section of every pastor’s li- 


brary. 
T. F.H. 


The Jews 


Universal Jewish Encyclopedia edited 
by Isaac Landman. Volumes I and II. 
Published by the Jewish Universal En- 
cyclopedia, Inc. Per volume $10.00. 

The first two volumes in the pro- 
posed ten-volume encyclopedia have 
been published. Others are to follow 
in intervals of about three months 
each. Probably no one is competent to 
discuss the merits of volumes such as 
these until he has had opportunity 


through months of research work to | 
We will admit | 


test their reliability. 
that we have not waited for this experi- 


But with the material it- | 


| FOUR 


‘NOTEWORTHY BOOKS 


KNOW THE TRUTH 


| 

| 

By Rev. Joseph A. Cottam, Ph. D. 

| This book vividiy presents the great essentials 
of the Christian faith in a comprehensive and 
most convincing manner. It is a penetrating, 
constructive, timely message by a man whose 
mind probes deeply, thinks clearly, and with a 
definite purpose. 


THE WORD OF THE CROSS 

By Brother Obadiah 
The author believes and demonstrates that 
Christ not only can but does satisfy the soul 
need of every one who with confidence and 
obedience humbly accepts the gospel message. 
A book greatly needed in this age of doubt 
and confusion. 


THE INCOMPARABLE BOOK 

By Norman Watts 
A well-known London religious journalist 
whose writings have created a sensation in 
England. The book presents with clarity and 
cogency the testimony of scientists, education- 
alists, archaeologists, theologians and others 
that the Bible is unique and incomparable. A 
chaotic world and a bewildered church need 
such a book. 

NATURE'S REVELATION OF GOD 
AND THE BIBLE SUPPLEMENT 
By Ewang. T. H. Nelson 
This book will deeply interest Bible students, 
especially collegians. Its great homiletical 
value will effectively aid ministers in fortify- 
ing the faith of the people in the inspiration 

of the Bible. 
Price $1.50 Each, Postpaid 


Organized 1825 
21 WEST 46u STREET 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 














A YEAR WITH THE BIBLE 


Small in size—large in value, everyone 
laymen and ministers alike should havea 
copy of A Year with the Bible, by 
Hugh Thomson Kerr. Every age and 
class of reader has been considered by 
the editor in arranging these daily Bible 
readings. They are extremely acceptable 
as small gifts and remembrances 

3 cents a copy 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 


PHILADELPHIA . 
NEW YORK 
PITTSBURGH 
CHICAGO . . 
LOS ANGELES 


Witherspoon Building 

156 Fifth Avenue 

; Granite Building 

. 8 South Dearborn Street 
311 South Spring Street 








@ WANTED: MANUSCRIPTS 


New York Book Publisher respectfully solicits 
worth while manuscripts for publication. 
FORTUNY’S, Publishers, 87 5th Ave., N.Y.C. 








of illustrations are scattered through 
the many pages. Since the Jewish his- 
tory is so closely tied up with Chris- 
tianity and since the Old Testament 
of the Christians is composed of Jewish 
sacred books the studies into the re- 
ligion of the Jews is one of the most 
interesting to this reviewer. It goes 
on the shelves by my commentaries. I 
have always felt that Jewish scholar- 
ship should be followed in Old Testa- 
ment study and these volumes confirm 
that feeling. 

Volume I has 655 pages; Volume II, 
656. They are splendidly printed and 
bound. Frontispieces in color showing 
Bible manuscripts add to the interest 
for the student. 

W. H. L. 


Preachers and Preaching 


Great Women of the Bible by F. 
Townley Lord. Harper and Brothers. 
20 pages. $1.50. 

The author of this volume of sermons 
is a minister of the Bloomsbury Cen- 
tral Church, London. He brings to us 
'a group of eight sermons about women 

of the Old Testament and then eight 

more based upon heroines of the New 
| Testament. These discourses might be 
| termed English expository preaching 
| using a life rather than a text as the 
| theme. One is impressed by the thor- 
| oughness of this preacher as he brings 
_in even the obscure Biblical references 
| to the person being discussed. He can- 
| not be accused of departing from his 
| subject, indeed one fears that at times 
| he keeps too close to it. Illustrations 
from history or contemporary life are 
practically absent. That does not mean 
though that the book is not interesting. 
Indeed the author’s ability to dramatize 
scenes from the original picture and 
his smooth and easy style lead the 
reader along so that he has read the 
volume through before he is aware of 





it. 

One of the most original and inter- 
esting sermons is upon Rachel, who is 
pictured as a woman whose great phys- 
ical beauty was not shared by her mind 
and soul, and who while she herself 
was much loved returned but little of 
the affection bestowed we 


Passion Flowers by J. Harold Gwinne. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. 
152 pages. $1.00. 

The fourteen sermons in this book 
are all based upon the closing days of 
the life of Jesus. Part I is entitled 
“Forget-me-nots” and contains seven 
discourses all based on texts taken 
from John’s account of the experiences 
of the upper room. The title of Part 
II is “Bleeding Hearts.” Its seven 





sermons are made to fit more definitely 
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Introducing 
A New Course for Intermediates and Seniors 


By 
Margaret Slattery 


Famous author, lecturer, and friend of young people 


LESSONS JESUS TAUGHT 


Deals with many of the Parables of Jesus and the amazing teachings in- 
herent in them for His Time and for Our Times. 
skillful treatment of these lessons, young people readily identify themselves 
with the problems and situations involved in the current illustrations and 
Parables, and find guidance in clarifying foggy ideas, in strengthening moral | 
and religious convictions, and the courage for Christian living. 


| 30 cents 
| Companion Texts by Margaret Slattery | 





Through Miss Slattery’s | 
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Paul the Victorious 
35 cents 
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into the idea of “passion flowers” than 
those in the first half of the book. 
Among the titles under “Bleeding 
Hearts” are the following: The 
Flower of Gratitude, The Flower of 
Praise, The Flower of Generosity, and 
The Flower of Sympathy. It seems oc- 
casionally as though there has to be 
too much forcing in order to carry a 
figure of speech throughout an entire 
book. 

The sermons are conservative in the- 
ology, individualistic in emphasis and 
expository in approach. The author 
never gets very far from his biblical 
basis but at the same time he succeeds 
admirably in bringing out the prac- 
tical thought which he has in mind. 
There is a biographical note especially 
in evidence in Part II. For example, 


Mary of Bethany represents gratitude, 
Joseph of Arimathaea generosity, and | 


the women at the cross love. The book 


is marked by a number of well-chosen | 


quotations. 
am OL. H. C. 


The Holy Spirit 


The Holy Spirit by Wick Broomall. | 


American Tract Society. 207 pages. 
$1.50. 

The officers of the American Tract 
Society being convinced that there is 
need of a scholarly, up-to-date treat- 
ment of the Evangelical doctrines and 
that there are men in the church who 
are capable of doing a fine job of it 
put on a prize book contest. They of- 
fered $1,750 in cash prizes. They re- 
ceived one hundred sixteen manuscripts. 
Thirteen have now been published. 

The Holy Spirit is the third prize 
book. It is a scriptural study of the 
Person and Work of the Holy Spirit. 
There are eight chapters covering the 
subject in a very clear and logical man- 
ner: His Personality and Deity, The 
Holy Spirit in the Old Testament, in 
the Gospels, in the book of Acts, in 
relationship to the Word and the 
Church, in the plan of redemption, and 
in the believer closing with a fine chap- 
ter on “The Spirit-Filled Life.” In the 
appendix are a number of great hymns 





DAVIS BIBLE DICTIONARY 


A top-ranking Bible dictionary is a splen- 
did, lasting gift. Covering in 6,000 
articles and 229 illustrations the King - 
James and Revised Versions, this is a 


complete, comprehensive book for refer- 


ence and study. Cloth, $3.00 
PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 


PHILADELPHIA . 
NEW YORK 
PITTSBURGH 
CHICAGO 

LOS ANGELES 


Witherspoon Building 

. 156 Fitth Avenue 
Granite Building 

8 South Dearborn Street 
311 South Spring Street 








the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Because of the dearth of great books 
on this subject, it is believed this schol- 
arly and scriptural treatment will be 
welcomed by the leaders in the church 


today. 
PB. i 


Various Topics 


These Three Alone by Fred Taylor 
Wilson. Abingdon - Cokesbury Press. 
263 pages. $1.50. 


This is one of the first of the books 
brought out under the name of the 
publishing house of the new Methodist 
Church. Its author, an attorney living 
in Washington, D. C., has been the con- 
fidant of many of America’s leading 
statesmen, He has previously written 
several books and has made many ex- 
tensive lecture tours. 

The book abounds in illustrations 
taken from many different phases of 
life, and in allusions to classical litera- 
ture. There are many prose quotations 
from a wide variety of sources and a 











great many quotations from poetry | 
although the sources are not always | 


given for them. 


The title for the book is taken from | 


“Self-Reverence, 
These Three 


Tennyson’s 
Knowledge, Self-Control. 


Self- 


Alone lead life to sovereign power.” | 


But the trilogy of the book is not ex- | 


| 


actly that, but rather is composed of | 
of the church that honor or speak of | the three exhortations, “Know Thy- | 
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This is the greatest 
list of new books on 
religion we have 
ever published 


Forty Years a 


Country Preacher 

By GEORGE B. GILBERT 
Don’t miss this best selling 
autobiography of a wise, witty 
and amazingly versatile coun- 
try parson. It’s “absorbingly in- 
teresting.”—New York Times. 
“Happy, animating and delight- 
ful.”—Atlantie Monthly. $2.75 


Can Christianity 
Save Civilization? 
By WALTER M. HORTON 


“Of vital concern to every civi- 
lized man and woman. I urge 
its reading.”— Paul Jordan- 
Smith, Los Angeles Times. 
$2.00 


How to Find Health 


Through Prayer 
By GLENN CLARK 


The new book by the author of 
I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes. To 
be published on December 6. 

$1.50 


Harper's Topical 
Concordance 


Compiled by CHARLES R. JOY 


The first complete, up-to-date 
concordance of its kind, with 
25,000 texts arranged under 
2,150 topics (not key-words). 
“Will take its permanent place 
among the indispensable works 
of Biblical usage.”—John 
Haynes Holmes. $3.95 


The Four Pillars 


Of Democracy 
By EDGAR J. GOODSPEED 


Here is important reading for 
those who wish to preserve the 
cultural life of democracy. $1.75 


A Philosophy of the 
Christian Revelation 
By EDWIN LEWIS 


“His masterpiece.” —Zion’s 
Herald. $3.00 


What We Mean 


By Religion 
By WILLARD L. SPERRY 


An orientation course in what 
religion is and does, for young 
people or adults. $1.75 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
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ASK YOUR BOOKSELLER 
for these popular Broadman 


bhe Broadman Press. 


161 Eighth Ave. N., Nashville, Tenn. 


O Books—ideal Christmas gifts! 2 
MAN UPON EARTH - By Virginia Doss 
Dramatic poems portraying seven attitudes toward Jesus by 
people who knew him, and were influenced by him during his 
earthly life. A choice gift. 1.00 O 
2) DAILY DEVOTION - Compiled by W. B. Crumpton ° 
A page for each day with Scripture lesson, meditation, prayer [e) 
and song. A favorite family gift. Beautifully bound in blue 
cloth, convenient size. $1.00 





self,” by Socrates; “Control Thyself,” 
by Aurelius; and “Give Thyself,’ by 
Christ. 

Mr. Wilson urges that we know our- 
selves physically, mentally, socially, 
and spiritually and shows the impor- 
tance of good health in each of these 
phases of life. Under self-control he 
discusses and points out the value in 
serenity, courage, faith, tolerance, 
labor, and humility, giving practical 
techniques. In the third section of the 
book the author says that service brings 
its own reward both here and hereafter; 
that our highest happiness comes not 


with acquisition but with the render- 
ing of service; that the real aristocracy 
is the aristocracy of those who serve; 
and that of all the revelations of God, 
the most complete one was in Christ, 
who was the Master Servant. 

In spite of the classical references, 
the book is writtén in a popular style 
and will have a strong appeal for laity 
as well as clergy. Some of the most 
attractive sentences are, “It has been 
wisely said that too many students.-in 
the school of life. major in alibiology.” 
“The secret of real courage is a con- 
sciousness of your own inward integ- 





THE 
PERFECT 
GIFT 


A Book Which Will Be 
Read and Cherished 
Every Day in the Year 


THE 
SPIRITUAL 
DIARY 


A DAY-BY-DAY 
INSPIRATIONAL GUIDE 


Edited by Bennie Caroline Hall 
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A Page for Each Day 
in the Year 


Each Page Prepared by 
an Eminent Minister 


$1.75 
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rity.” “They should avoid the exces- 
sive use of vitamin ‘I’.” “Tolerance is 
the child of charity and intelligence.” 
“Perhaps the test of tolerance is to be 
tolerant toward the intolerant.’%. S. S. 

Sinners Yet Saints by W. H. Rogers. 
American Tract Society. 225 pages. 
$1.50. 

This is one of the books in the Prize 


| Book Contest of the American Tract 


Society that was just so good a place 
had to be found for it. Perhaps if you 


| or I had been the judge, we would have 


given it first place. 

Dr. Rogers was pastor of the First 
Baptist Church, New York City, and 
resigned just prior to the writing of 
this book in order that he might give 
himself to Bible conferences and to 
writing. He certainly has written a 
scholarly and devotional book. It rings 
the bells of joy in the heart of the be- 
liever leading one to see anew “The 
Star of Hope” and rejoice in the “Good 


| Tidings.” 


There are ten chapters in the book: 
The Saviour of the Saints, Salvation 
of the Saints, Spirit-Birth of the Saints, 
Sin of the Saints, Sins of the Saints, 
the Security, the Society, the Service, 
the Sufferings and the Security of the 
Saints. 

The book is not light reading nor is 
it intended to be. It is a very thought- 
ful study of the whole question of 
soteriology. Dr. Curtis Lee Laws 
writes a foreword and expresses my 
conviction, “Thoughtful ministers, de- 
voted laymen and elect women will find 
this book enlightening to their minds 
and comforting to their hearts.” 

T.B.R. 
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A Christmas Dream’ 


A Pageant by Louis Wilson 


Half way back upon the platform 
stands a tall arch twined with ever- 
greens, its opening closed by curtains 
of blue gauze. Flanking this arch at 
either side are two small Christmas 
trees partially trimmed with the usual 
array of baubles, tinsel and colored 
lights. Behind these trees, tall screens 
mask the approaches to the arch from 
right and left. 

Softly, the organist begins to play 
the “Scherzo” from Mendelssohn’s 
“Midsummer Night’s Dream Music.” 
The auditorium lights go out. Through 
one of the side windows, a beam of 
light slants down onto the platform, 
revealing there a very dainty little 
fairy with wings of gossamer and gold 
standing beside a short, fat, grumpy 
appearing brownie with a long, white 
beard and a rather disreputable over- 
coat. 

LARKSONG THE FAIRY (pointing 
up along the beam of light): There, 
Grumblebug! I knew the star would 
shine tonight! 

GRUMBLEBUG: Just broke through 
the clouds a minute. They’ll swal- 
low it up again. Wait and see. 

LARKSONG: But we'll know it’s 
there just the same. It will go right 
on shining in our hearts. 

GRUMBLEBUG:  Larksong, you’re 
not a bad sort of person, if only you 
—well, I hate to say it. 

LARKSONG: Oh, do. Repressions 
are dangerous. Only I do think a 
few are sort of nice—like counting 
to ten when you’re angry—and pass- 
ing the candy to company first— 
and 

GRUMBLEBUG: Stop right there. 
Don’t get me side-tracked. If only 
you weren’t so—so sentimental. 


LARKSONG (with instant indigna- 
tion): I’m not! I’m not! I’m NOT! 
GRUMBLEBUG: Sure. Snap my 


head off when I tell you the truth. 


LARKSONG: I’m sorry. I forgot to 
count. But—well, it isn’t the truth. 
Anyway, I guess that if the star 
doesn’t shine in your heart at Christ- 
mas time, you’re pretty badly off. 

GRUMBLEBUG: Star in my heart, 
huh? I’d a sight rather have some- 
thing to eat in my stomach. The way 
people these days spend all their time 
fighting, they never do think to set 
out a pan of milk for the brownies. 
Can’t even sleep my troubles off, 
what with those screeching air-raid 
alarms. There isn’t any star in my 
heart. I can tell you that. 


LARKSONG: Well, I don’t want to 
preach, but if you’d just quit think- 
ing so much about your own trou- 
bles and begin to love other people 
more, you might help them get the 
habit, too. Then the Christmas star 
really could shine—all over the world. 


*Copyright, 1940, by Louis Wilson. Copying of 
parts strictly forbidden. Additional copies with 
directions for producing may be had from Wil- 
son’s Plays, 7609 Langley Avenue, Chicago, Illi- 
nois, at thirty cents per single copy, twenty-five 
cents each for ten or more. No royalty. 








CHARACTERS IN ORDER OF 
THEIR APPEARANCE 


Larksong, a Fairy 
Grumblebug, a Brownie 
Helen, a Housewife 
Mabel, a Housewife 
Betty Jane, a Child 
Aunt Hattie, a Woman 
Soldiers 

Three Youths 

A Mother 

A Woman 

Three Wisemen 

Herod 

Gabriel 

Angelic Host 
Shepherds 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus 
Horatio 

Voices of Girl and Boy 
Carolers 








Things like that have to begin with 
someone. 

GRUMBLEBUG: Not with me, they 
don’t have to. Time I get through 
dodging bullets and picking myself 
up out of bomb craters, I don’t feel 
like loving anybody. My socks and 
garters! Can’t even go in swimming 
anymore without thinking maybe I'll 
be torpedoed or hit a mine. 


LARKSONG: Sh...! Something’s 
going to happen. 


GRUMBLEBUG: How do you know? 


LARKSONG: I can feel it. 

GRUMBLEBUG: All I can feel is 
my rheumatism. Anyway, it won’t 
be anything nice if it does happen. 

LARKSONG: Sh...! 


GRUMBLEBUG: Even if it is nice, I 
won’t believe it. 

LARKSONG (imperatively): Sh...! 
(The main lights of the auditorium 

flash on. From the direction of the 

switchboard comes the sound of wom- 
en’s voices.) 

HELEN: That’s the wrong switch, 
Mabel. All those overhead lights. 
(The lights snap off, leaving total 

darkness, for the starlight, too, has dis- 

appeared.) 

MABEL: Gracious! 
anything. 

(On the platform, the footlights go 
on. Larksong and Grumblebug have 
gone.) 

MABEL: There! That right, Helen? 

HELEN (advancing down the aisle to- 
ward the platform): All right now. 
Come on. 

(In the distance, outside the church, 
children’s voices rise singing “Holy 
Night, Silent Night.) 

MABEL (following down the aisle): If 


Now I can’t find 


it had been the young folks, now, 
they’d have turned on every light in 
the church and left ’em all burn. If 
they had to foot the bills, it would 
be a different story. I’m right here 
to tell you that. 


HELEN: Oh, what of it? Let ’em 
be young and thoughtless and light- 
hearted. They’ll learn the other side 
soon enough. I’m ready to toss in my 
share of what money they waste. 


(Helen climbs the steps to the plat- 
form and turns to reach down for a 
box of Christmas tree trimmings Mabel 
hands up to her. Both women are seen 
to be typical middle-aged housewives.) 


HELEN (continuing as she takes the 
trimmings): Just hear those chil- 
dren! Isn’t Christmas the loveliest 
season? 


MABEL (as she mounts): If you have 
time to enjoy it, I suppose it is. As 
if our pastor hadn’t wished enough 
on to our shoulders fixing up this 
fancy stage setting without our hav- 
ing to traipse back and forth round- 
ing up our own trimmings for those 
two frittery little trees! (carrying 
some trimmings to the tree at right 
and beginning to work there while 
Helen trims the other one) I'll bet 
you that that Marie Benson let those 
Juniors get into our Women’s Soci- 
ety Christmas box the night they had 
their party. I’ll bet you that’s just 
where our church trimmings went. 


HELEN (trimming her tree): Good- 
ness! It isn’t any crime if she did. 
Knowing we weren’t going to have 
a regular tree like we usually have, 
it’s only natural she’d think the kids 
might as well get some enjoyment 
out of at least a part of the old 
decorations. 


MABEL (stopping work): I guess 
you’re right. When I think of all 
the fine, big trees I’ve helped trim 
for this church, and the Santa 
Clauses we’ve had, and the bags of 
candy we’ve given out! Now this 
year we fix up a frame for a Nativ- 
ity scene, stick two runty little twigs 
like these up beside it and call that 
our church Christmas! 


HELEN (going over and catching back 
the gauze curtains so the manger 
can be seen): Now, Mabel, just you 
take a look at that manger Mrs. 
Holmes’ class fixed up this after- 
noon. The young folks are over at 
her house now getting into their 
costumes. And the minute they hear 
those children carolling their way 
back to the church, they’re going to 
slip over here in the dark and take 
their places. Can’t you imagine 
how surprised those children are go- 
ing to be when they come in and 
their leader turns on the lights? 
Won’t that Nativity tableau be a 
lovely picture? 

MABEL (exasperated): Good land! 
Don’t I know all about it as well as 
you do? 
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HELEN (persisting): But won’t it be 
lovely? 

MABEL: Pretty, yes. 
will the kids get out of it? 
be like Santa Claus. 

(The music of the carollers fades.) 

HELEN (dropping the curtains and 
going back to her work): Well, if 
you ask me, this way’s a lot more in 
keeping with the real Christmas 
spirit than our old way was. Just 
think of those children—out singing 
carols and collecting money and food 
and warm clothing for the needy. 
And think how beautiful it will be 
when they come back to the church 
and offer those gifts here before the 
manger. That’s a lot more Christian 
than coming here expecting candy 
from Santa Claus. 

MABEL (resuming work): It sounds 
nice, but, believe me, the years when 
we gave every youngster in our Sun- 
day School a box of candy, our at- 
tendance sure did pick up before 
Christmas. 

HELEN (fastening on her last bauble): 
No denying that. But it didn’t last 
after New Year’s. (going over be- 
side Mabel) Mabel, something hap- 
pened at our house right tonight that 
made me see why our pastor wants 
the kind of celebration he does— 
teaching these youngsters that it’s 
up to them to make the Christmas 
spirit instead of just grabbing for 
themselves. It’s that neighbor child 
of ours, little Betty Jane Barclay. 

MABEL (turning, her job also com- 
pleted): That terrible thing her 
father told her? I heard about that. 

HELEN: Well, I didn’t. Not till to- 
night. Her daddy and mother wanted 
to go to a Christmas Eve party and 
asked if she could stay with my 
Caroline. 


MABEL: Just the way with those 
Barclays—running off to a_ party 
and staying till all hours and dump- 
ing their kid on the neighbors! 


But what fun 
It won’t 


| HELEN (moving over, picking up the 





empty trimming box and turning): 
She’s such a sweet little thing. 
love to keep her. But when Caroline 
asked her to go out singing carols 
with the other youngsters, she start- 
ed crying like her heart would break. 
Said her daddy’d told her there 
wasn’t anything to this Christ Child 
stuff and all that story about peace 
and goodwill. 

MABEL: Imagine! Telling that to a 
little thing like her! 

HELEN: Well, the Barclays are great 
on having their youngster face “Re- 
ality,” as they call it. So he went 
and told her to enjoy her presents 
and all that, but not to go talking 
about peace and love on earth, be- 
cause there wasn’t any left. Just 
bombs and fighting, and we all have 
to learn to look out for ourselves. 

MABEL (descending the steps with 
indignant vigor): I could tar and 
feather a man like that! 


HELEN (following down the steps): 
Of course, they want her to “be pre- 
pared,” as they put it and to keep 
her “adjusted to reality.” 

MABEL (starting up the aisle): 
Hmph! If that’s the modern way to 
educate your children I’d rather have 
mine grow up ignorant! 

HELEN (following Mabel): Well, I 
was so upset that I called our pastor 


about it, and he promised he’d see 
Mr. Barclay tonight, party or no 
party. Then Aunt Hattie got Betty 
Jane ready for bed. When I left, 
she was rocking her to sleep and tell- 
ing her the Christmas story all over 
again—trying to help her to see that 
there was plenty of fighting on earth 
when he was born, too—just like now. 
But God sent peace and goodwill for 
those that would receive it just the 
same. 


(Out at the switchboard by now, the 
women snap the lights off. A door 
closes behind them. The organist be- 
gins the music of Brahm’s “Lullaby,” 
and high up through the arch a soft 
light dawns, bringing into view a vision 
of a woman rocking to sleep a little 
girl who is dressed in sleeping gar- 
ments. ) 


BETTY JANE (with sleepy insist- 
ence): But—but, Aunt Hattie! 


AUNT HATTIE: Hush, Betty Jane. 
I thought we had everything settled 
and you were off to sleep. 

BETTY JANE (in a worried, half- 
tearful tone): But my daddy says 
the world’s just filled with soldiers, 
and, if that’s so, then it is silly to 
talk about the angels singing “Peace! 
Goodwill!” 

AUNT HATTIE: The world was filled 
with soldiers that first Christmas, 
too, dear—people grabbing and hat- 
ing and fighting just like now. But 
God sent the little Prince of Love 
just the same. Out in a cattle barn 
with a manger for a cradle, that’s 
the only place his poor, tired mother 
had to lay him—out there where only 
the very wise ones and the very hum- 
ble ever thought to look. And they 
are the ones who find him still, Dear 
—in spite of all the soldiers. Now go 
to sleep, child. Go to sleep. 


(From. the right, Larksong enters, 
goes behind the woman and child and 
waves her wand above them.) 
LARKSONG (softly singing or recit- 

ing to the organ melody): 

By this spell which fairies know, 
Dream your way to long ago. 
Dream a dream of Holy Night, 

Of angels’ song and bright starlight. 


(The organ music fades away while 
Aunt Hattie hums the melody, Lark- 
song watches and Betty Jane’s head 
droops in sleep. Then Grumblebug hob- 
bles in stealthily from right and 
snatches Larksong’s wand.) 
LARKSONG: Grumblebug! Sh... ! 

Don’t! 

GRUMBLEBUG (waving the wand): 


Dream a dream of soldiers, too, 

Of empire and of how it grew— 
Greed and fear and hate on earth 
When the Christ Child had his birth. 


(giving back the wand) There! Now 
we'll have some realism in this 
dream. 


(The light unon this vision fades 
quickly while down the left aisle ad- 
vances a Roman soldier, lighting his 
way by a wrought-iron lantern and 
followed by three Roman youths.) 
SOLDIER (calling as he comes to the 

platform): Hear ye, Romans! Hear 

ye! Thirty Roman denarii each 
month to every able-bodied man en- 
listing in Caesar’s legions. Good 
food. Stout soldier clothes. A chance 
to see the world. Sign up now for 
service in Britain, along the Ger- 
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man border, Asia, Egypt, Carthage, 
Palestine. 

FIRST YOUTH (as all mount to the 
platform): Just a minute, Sir. We 
—we’d like to enlist. 


SECOND YOUTH: 
the place we’ll go? 

SOLDIER: Well, if the legions there 
are open. Maybe. All depends. (to 
first youth) How old are you? 

FIRST YOUTH: Eighteen. (indicat- 
ing second youth) He’s the same. 

THIRD YOUTH: I’m twenty. Can 
I send my money home? 


SOLDIER (while feeling muscles and 
sizing up build and carriage): Up to 
you, son. It’s all yours. And Cae- 
sar furnishes what clothes and food 
you need. (finishing his inspection) 
Yep. Straight backs. Broad shoul- 
ders. Good, hard muscles. Guess 
you'll do. (confidentially) Listen, 
Buddies. When the Old Man asks 
you, say you want to go to Britain. 
There’s the fighting for you. Big, 
half-naked, hairy-chested fellows 
fighting in the open, up beyond our 
Roman wall. A solder’s got his job 
cut out up there and knows just 
what it is. 

SECOND YOUTH: Yeah. But—vwell, 
you see, I though I’d take the East. 
You know, in India—the stories that 
you hear. The gold and jewels and 
ivory. 

FIRST YOUTH: Persia, too. They 
say there are men out there who 
read the stars and tell the future by 
them. “Magi,” that’s what they call 
’em. 

SOLDIER (snorting his contempt): 
India! Persia! Listen. You don’t 
get that far. Get stuck among them 
Jews like I did once when I shipped 
east. Augh! There’s a lot! Claim- 
in’ they got a god that’s king and 
Caesar ain’t no right. Plottin’ in 
the dark agin the government, that’s 
all they do. You never know what’s 
up out there.—Well, come along. 
(He starts off toward the steps at 

right, the youths following.) 

A MOTHER (calling as she runs down 
the left aisle): Horatio! Wait! 
THIRD YOUTH: It’s my mother. 

Just a minute. 

(He goes back left and meets his 
mother as she climbs to the plaform.) 
MOTHER: Horatio! You’re not en- 

listing? 

THIRD YOUTH: Why not? I’m not 
going to sit around and eat Caesar’s 
free bread all my life. 

MOTHER: But all your training! 
You read and write. You’ve sat 
with the philosophers. Just wait a 
little longer. Some man will want 
you for his secretary. 

THIRD YOUTH: No. He'll get a 
Greek slave for that. There’s not 
a job in all of Rome that isn’t done 


Can we choose 


by slaves. A free man can’t com- 
pete with slaves. 

SOLDIER: See here, lady! Where’s 
your patriotism? The Empire needs 
this man. 

MOTHER: Yes, needs him for its 


bloody wars to get new plunder that 
will rot us bone and brain. At home, 
it will not even see he has a job. 
SOLDIER: That’s no concern of 
mine. He’ll have a job and get his 
pay from now on, regular.—Come on, 


Buddy. I can’t wait all night. I’m 
recruiting for the army. 

THIRD YOUTH (embracing his moth- 
er quickly): Good night, Mother. 
And if the Roman gods be willing, 
I’ll earn enough to keep you now 
without the public dole. 

MOTHER (as he turns away): The 
Roman gods are Lust and Cruelty. 
Oh, how I wish we had within our 


Pantheon one single god whose name | 


were Peace or Love. 

(She turns and goes off down the 
steps at left while the soldier and the 
youths make their way off right, leav- 
ing the platform dark behind them.) 
SOLDIER (as he goes up the right 

aisle): Hear ye, Romans! Hear 

ye! Thirty Roman denarii each 
month to every able-bodied man en- 
listing in Caesar’s legions. Good 
food. Stout soldier clothes. A chance 
to see the world. 


man border, Asia, Egypt, Carthage, 

Palestine. 

(Softly the lullaby music begins 
again while the light brightens on the 
upper platform, bringing the group 
there back into view. Betty Jane stirs 
and cries out. Aunt Hattie rocks and 
croons. Larksong steps over to where 
Grumblebug is sitting on the floor at 
right, elbows on knees, his chin 
propped on his hands, intently watch- 
ing out front.) 

LARKSONG: There! You’ve fright- 
ened her. I hope you’re saisfied! 
GRUMBLEBUG (chuckling): Not 
quite the usual dream of Holy Night, 
eh? As a matter of fact. it’s not 
Holy Night. We’re a whole two 

months ahead of our story. 
LARKSONG: Then why put all this 

into the dream, anyway? 


GRUMBLEBUG: Just background 


facts, as the professors say. Things | 


every child should know. 


LARKSONG: Well, there’s plenty of | 


pleasant facts you might use, if you 
would. 

GRUMBLEBUG: Go ahead. Put ’em 
in. It’s your dream same as mine. 
LARKSONG: Well, I should think! I 

started it. 


GRUMBLEBUG: Just don’t take a no- | 


tion you can make it sentimental, 
though. I’m warning you. I’ll keep 
my soldiers tagging right along. 


LAKKSONG: All right. Keep them, 
Mr. Grumblebug. But when I put 
in the rest of the story, maybe you’ll 
find your soldiers aren’t so terribly 
important after all. 


(Betty Jane stirs and cries out again. 
Larksong goes over behind Aunt Hat- 
tie and looks down at her.) 

BETTY JANE (half waking): Oh, 

Aunt Hattie! 


AUNT HATTIE: There! You’re 
dreaming, dear. 
BETTY JANE: But I saw those 


Roman soldiers—going everywhere. 
AUNT HATTIE: Just .dreaming. 
That was all. 


BETTY JANE: Tell me the nice part 
of the story again—just like it is in 
the Bible. 

AUNT HATTIE: Then snuggle down 
and close your eyes.—There!— 
“Now when Jesus was born in Beth- 
lehem of Judea in the days of Herod 


the king, behold, there came wise | 
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men out of the East, saying, ‘Where 

is he who is born King of the Jews, 

for we have seen his star in the 

East and have come to worship 

him’.” 

(The music dies away. Aunt Hat- 
tie’s voice fades. The light on the up- 
per platform dims out quickly. At the 
same time, the light on the main stage 
area just behind the arch comes up, re- 
vealing there, grouped well to the 
right, the three wise men. They are 
tall stately individuals dressed in flow- 
ing robes of rich colors and wearing 
pure white turbans.) 


AUNT HATTIE (continuing, fading 
out): “And when Herod the king 
heard it he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him. And gathering 
together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Christ should be 
born.” 

(A serving woman enters at right 
toward left downstage 


FIRST WISE MAN: Ah—Pardon me, 
Madam. 

Yes, 
Sir? 

FIRST WISE MAN: Can you tell 
us? Are King Herod and his advisers 
nearing any conclusion? 


WOMAN (troubled): As to that I 
can’t say, Sir. I’d not be knowing, 
really. I’m just a woman, and a 


servant here. (She turns and goes 
on, but pauses at left, turns and hesi- 
tantly comes back to center.) It’s 
all about the baby king, Sir, isn’t it? 
The one you came so far to find? 

FIRST WISE MAN: Yes. The shadow 
on the court-yard dial has marked 
an hour since Herod called your 
priests and scribes and entered con- 
ference with them. 


WOMAN: It’s where to find him? Is 


that the thing they’re searching 
for? 
FIRST WISE MAN: Yes, for the 


birthplace set by prophecy for your 

messiah. 

WOMAN: Oh, Sir! The common peo- 
ple could have told you that. We 
keep that promise in our hearts. 
And from our hearts we’d honor him, 
not plan for his destruction.—Oh! 
Now I’ve said too much! (clinging 
to his arm) Sir! Please! You'll not 
betray me? I’ll be killed. 

Come! 
Your king is not a monster. 

WOMAN (hiding her face for a mo- 
ment and shuddering): You don’t 
know him. And telling him about 
Messiah’s birth! You can’t realize 
just what you’ve done! 

(She turns and rushes left, but the 
First Wise Man catches her arm and 
draws her back, The others close in to 
make her the center of the groun.) 


Come! 


FIRST WISE MAN: My friend! 
| We'll not betray you. 
SECOND WISE MAN: If your fears 


be true. then we of all men most 
need to know. 

THIRD WISE MAN: Our whole life 
work and all we are would lie in 
ruins were this baby harmed through 
fault of ours. 

WOMAN (searching their faces): Sirs, 
I believe and trust you. 


FIRST WISE MAN: Who is this 


king of yours that you should fear 
him so? 


WOMAN: An Idumean, Sir. He never 
was a Jew, not really, but won his 
way to Caesar’s favor, then came 
and took his kingdom by the sword. 
He knows we hate him and he grows 
insane with fear and jealousy. 


SECOND WISE MAN: 
he’d not harm a baby. 


WOMAN: You think not? Not after 
he had heard that baby called our 
promised king? 

THIRD WISE MAN: No! 
not a child! 

WOMAN: Listen. His wife is of the 
truly royal Jewish line of the Mac- 
cabees. Well, he’s murdered all her 
kinsmen. What’s worse, he’s even 
had two of his own sons put to death 
because their jealous brother whis- 
pered that they wished the throne. 
A man who'd kill his very own—you 
think he’d hesitate to kill this child? 
—But look! He’s coming now! 
(She hurries off left.) 


FIRST WISE MAN: 
credible—and yet... 


THIRD WISE MAN: And yet we 
live within a world of violence. It 
will be wise to walk with care. 
(Herod enters at right, a richly 


dressed old man with a proud and cun- 


But surely, 


Surely 


It seems in- 


ning face. He walks with the aid of 
a staff.) 
HEROD: Well, reverend Sirs. I have 


the information. The place you seek 
is David’s city, Bethlehem. You'll 
find it on the road that leads on 
south from here. 


(The Wise Men make deep bows.) 


THIRD WISE MAN: “Your priests 
and scribes are all agreed? 

HEROD: Yes, quite. 

SECOND WISE MAN: Our deepest 
thanks to you and them. Our time 
grows short. Will you dismiss us, 
Sire, so we may hurry on? 

HEROD: And why such haste? Is 
all the glory of the reigning king 
gone in eclipse before this infant {n- 
terloper? 

THIRD WISE MAN: You speak in 
jest, Sire. Surely, as a father, even 
you have known the day when you, 
a king, made haste to do your hom- 
age to a baby boy. 

HEROD (with sudden venom): To 
prove that even kings can play the 
fool. Speak straight, Sir. No eva- 
sion. Why do you seek this child? 

THIRD WISE MAN (with gentle dig- 
nity): It’s not for any reason that 
could harm you, Sire. We three are 
men who spend our lives in seeking 
neither earthly power nor wealth, 
but only Truth. And we have seen 
it written in the sky with sign most 
unmistakable that in this child is 
Truth incarnate. He’s not to be a 
king, Sire, over any realm that 
touches you, for he shall reign with- 
in the hearts of men and there alone. 
on you’d claim no rivalry in 
that. 


HEROD: Eh? What? You! (pound- 
ing the floor with his staff) Is this 
some impudence? 

THIRD WISE MAN: A servant of 
the Truth is humble always. We 
have your leave, Sire, to be off? 


HEROD: Yes. Yes, go. 
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(The Wise Men bow, pick up bags 
from upstage and sling them across 
their shoulders.) 


HEROD (suspiciously): What have 
you there so precious that you could 
not leave it with your camel train? 

SECOND WISE MAN: Some simple 
gifts with which to greet this child. 

HEROD: So simple that you fear to 
let me see them? 

SECOND WISE MAN: So mean that 
they’ll not interest the king whose 
fame for splendid gifts has reached 
across the earth—yes, even to our 
land. 

HEROD (pleased): Ah, you’ve heard 
about my temple, then. 

SECOND WISE MAN: One of the 
seven wonders of the earth, it’s said. 
“Who has not seen Herod’s Temple 
in Jerusalem has never gazed on 
Beauty,” that’s what men say. 

FIRST WISE MAN: A royal giver 
such as you would never stoop to 
gifts like ours. I have here but a 
handful of golden coins in a teak- 
wood chest. 
bolize the young child’s kingship. 

SECOND WISE MAN: And I have 
frankincense such as the priests burn 
in your temple. This child shall lead 
his people to their God, shall be their 
great High Priest. 

THIRD WISE MAN: _ And I have 
bitter, pungent myrrh against the 





A paltry gift to sym- | 


day when he’ll be wrapped in it for | 


burial, for such a king as he shall 


win his kingdom only when he dies | 
for it, this sad world being what it | 
is and Truth and Love so far be- | 


yond man’s comprehension. 
HEROD: Most interesting gifts. Most 


interesting. Go seek him out and | 


give them. Then straightway bring 
me word just where he’s cradled. I, 


too, would send my gift.—Perhaps | 


another casket full of myrrh. 
(Herod turns and walks off right.) 


THIRD WISE MAN: He’s placed us 
under his command to bring him 
word. But if we do... 

SECOND WISE MAN: We dare do 
no such thing. You heard him hint 
at murder. 

FIRST WISE MAN: But how are we 
to throw him off our trail? He’ll 
dog our footsteps with his spies. 
We’re deep within his territory. 
(Spotlighted at center of the upper 

platform, appears Gabriel, the messen- 

ger angel.) 

SECOND WISE MAN 
Look! 


GABRIEL (while the Wise Men kneel 
and the lights on the lower level rap- 
idly fade out): Servants of the 
Truth, fear not. The Lord will lead 
you safely back into your own coun- 
try by a different path, once you have 
seen the Child. By no means come 
again to Herod, for he surely seeks 
the young Child to destroy him. 
(The lower level is now entirely 

blacked out. Only the angel can be 

seen.) 

GABRIEL (lifting his arms): Rejoice, 
all ye oppressed and heavy laden, ye 
fearful ones and sad of heart, all ye 
whom tyranny has crushed, whom 
lust and cruelty have broken. Be- 
hold, on Bethlehem’s fields the hosts 
of God assemble. Yes, even now, the 

The 
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you stay beside Betty Jane? 
GRUMBLEBUG (ignoring the ques- 


hour of hope renewed for all man- 
kind has come. 


(The vision of the angel fades while 
very softly the organist begins to play 
bars of music from the “Hallelujah, 
Amen” from Handel’s “Judas Macca- 
baeus.” Through the side window, the 
starlight again slants down onto the 
forestage to reveal there Grumblebug. 
In a moment, Larksong parts the 
gauze curtains and steps out to join 
him.) 


LARKSONG: So there you are! 
That’s where you went! 
GRUMBLEBUG: Yes, and about 


frozen to death, too. The plains of 
Bethlehem sound poetic when you 
sing about them, but this wind is 
certainly cold. 

LARKSONG: Well! You didn’t need 
to get into this dream. Why didn’t 


tion, turning up his coat collar and 
buttoning it): Never could stand 
cold night air. This rheumatism 
gets to paining me in every joint I’ve 
got. 

LARKSONG (laughing): Oh, all right, 
fuss budget. I know you. You’ve a 
soft heart and you do your grumb- 
ling just to hide it. 


GRUMBLEBUG: Don’t do any such 
thing. 
LARKSONG: Don’t tell me. When 


you saw the little Christ Child was 
going to be born, you got so excited 
you had to climb right into the 
dream yourself. Now here we are. 
(The organ music swells to full vol- 
ume and from the rear of the audi- 
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torium rise the voices of a mixed chorus 

singing the “Hallelujah, Amen.” ) 

GRUMBLEBUG: Hi! What’s that? 

LARKSONG (pointing): Look! It’s 
the angels—singing for Christ’s 
birth. (tugging at Grumblebug’s 
arm) Come! 


(Larksong and Grumblebug retire 
behind the screening branches of the 
evergreen at left while down the aisles 
at left and right advances the angelic 
host. The angels mount the platform 
from right and left and gather to- 
—* continuing the chorus to its 
close. 


As the last note dies, an angel at 
center steps front, lifting his hands out 
from his sides and pushing them back 
in @ restraining gesture. From beyond 
the rear doors of the auditorium there 
rises aw single male voice singing un- 
accompanied and with a bit of a qua- 
ver, “Oh Come, Oh Come, Emanuel, 
and Rescue Captive Israel.” 

The sound draws closer. At com- 
manding gestures from the angel at 
center, the angelic company splits at 
his right and left and retires to either 
side to hover in the gloom beyond the 
Christmas trees. A_ lone shepherd 
comes singing down the right aisle and 
mounts to the platform. He is very 
old.) 

SECOND SHEPHERD (shouting from 
rear of auditorium): Eli, be still! 

FIRST SHEPHERD (with hand to 
ear): Eh? What’s that? 


SECOND SHEPHERD (shouting 
again): Be still. How can we hear 
if the lambs call? 

FIRST SHEPHERD (muttering to 
himself and sitting on the floor at 
center): Fussing again. Grumb- 
ling. Always something. 

THIRD SHEPHERD (as he and the 
Second Shepherd advance down the 
left aisle): Deaf as a stone, almost, 
and always singing one of them batty 
religious songs. Queer, that’s what 
I call him. Seems that’s the way all 
these old sheep herders go, don’t it? 

SECOND SHEPHERD: Been claim- 
in’ off and on all evening he could 
hear the angels singing? Can you 
beat it? Him deaf and me with my 
good ears! J couldn’t hear ’em. 


THIRD SHEPHERD: Yep. Queer. 
Just what I said. 


(They mount the platform and join 


the first shepherd.) 


SECOND SHEPHERD (speaking 
loudly in the old man’s ear): Haven’t 
found your angels, have you? Eh? 

FIRST SHEPHERD (gravely shaking 
his head): They went by. I heard 
them. All singing as they passed. 

SECOND SHEPHERD: Yeah? Me 
and him, we got good ears. We 
never heard nothin’. 

FIRST SHEPHERD: You hear the 
angels with your heart. 


SECOND SHEPHERD: Heart, huh? 


| THIRD SHEPHERD: Ya-a-a! 


SECOND SHEPHERD: Think you’re 
better’n we are, huh? 

FIRST SHEPHERD: You could hear 
them, if only you’d be listening, with 
your hearts. Anybody could. The 
Romans even. 

THIRD SHEPHERD: Ya-a-a! Them 
swine! Butchers, that’s what they 
are. They don’t have no heart. 


Makin’ us pay taxes fer a govern- 
ment we never asked fer. 

FIRST SHEPHERD: God made the 
Romans, too. There must be some 
who have pure hearts among them. 

SECOND SHEPHERD (getting to his 
feet): See here, Old Man! I ain’t 
a listenin’ to no Roman-lover talk. 
I’m loyal, I am. 

FIRST SHEPHERD: But I, too, 
brother. I’m a Jew and love my 
people. Yet surely one God made us 
all. 

SECOND SHEPHERD (walking off): 
Nah! You don’t preach stuff like 
that where I am. I won’t listen to 
it. A man’s a Jew or else he ain’t. 
That’s what I say. 

(He descends and goes off up the 
right aisle.) 

THIRD SHEPHERD (rising and call- 
ing): Oh, Abner! 

(He starts after him.) 

FIRST SHEPHERD: Stay, Laban. 
Must I be left alone because I dare 
to think some Romans may _ have 
hearts? The nights are very lonely 
when you’re old. 

THIRD SHEPHERD (relenting) : 
Well, why you say such things? Yuh 
oughta know better—at your age. 

FIRST SHEPHERD: I guess an old 
man thinks too much. You get to 
thinking maybe there are Roman 
mothers off there somewhere like our 
Jewish ones. And maybe they don’t 
want their boys a soldiering out 
here. 

THIRD SHEPHERD: Yeah! 
you go! 

FIRST SHEPHERD: Well, in an em- 
pire that way. Folks can’t always 
help themselves. 

THIRD SHEPHERD: Can’t help— 
can’t help a comin’ way out here and 
swaggerin’ over us and doin’ chores 
for bloody Herod? 

FIRST SHEPHERD: Yes, come be- 
cause they’re told to come by those 
that give the orders. 

THIRD SHEPHERD: Well, they had 
better help it—before Messiah comes 
to lead us. When God sends him, I 
tell you, then we'll have the angels 
at our backs to do our fighting for 
us. (chuckling) Ah, that’ll be a 
fight, the clouds of heaven pouring 
down their warriors on our enemies! 
We'll drive them Roman swine out 
in the sea and watch ’em drown. 

FIRST SHEPHERD: What if Mes- 
siah, when he comes, shall be a 
peaceful man? Shall, maybe, teach 
us some new way to deal with out 
oppressors, to see the good God puts 
in people everywhere and learn to 
work on that? 

THIRD SHEPHERD: Look, Old Man! 
You’re crazy. 

FIRST SHEPHERD: God must have 
meant us all to be one family that 
day he made our common father, 
Adam. 

THIRD SHEPHERD: 
with Romans in it? 
ha! You—ho, ho, ho! 
(In the midst of his rising burst of 

full-throated, contemptuous laughter, 

he sees Gabriel, who has again come 
into view in a spot of light at the cen- 
ter of the upper platform.) 

THIRD SHEPHERD: God save us! 
Look! 


There 


One family— 
You—ha, ha, 
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(He drops to his knees. The First 
Shepherd rises, turns and likewise 
drops to his knees.) 

GABRIEL: Be not afraid, for behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all the people: for 
there is born to you this day in the 
city of David a Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord. And this is the 
sign unto you: Ye shall find a babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and 
lying in a manger. 

(With Gabriel’s closing words, the 
angels begin to sing the “Glory to God 
in the Highest” from Luther’s Service 
of 1524, and, as they sing, they move 
back onto the lighted portion of the 
forestage to form in rank at right and 
left of the kneeling shepherds. The 
vision of Gabriel remains bright and, 
as the angels sing the “Glory to God,” 
the lights on the lower stage immedi- 
ately behind the gauze curtains also 
brighten, bringing into view a tableau 
of Joseph and Mary gazing into the 
manger, from which a radiance shines 
upward into their faces. Mary lifts 
her face and looks directly at the two 
shepherds, then beckons with uplifted 
hand.) 

MARY: Come, Eli. See my son, the 
little Prince of Love and Peace— 
how quietly he lies. And you, too, 
Laban, come see your Lord Messiah. 
(The angelic chorus breaks into the 

carol, “Oh, Come, Let Us Adore Him,” 

while the two angels nearest the gauze 
curtains part them to either side and 
catch them back. Singing, the angels 
pass in and group behind Mary and 

Joseph, filling the pyramid of steps and 

fanning out at either side. 

Larksong and Grumblebug come to 
the edge of the lighted area and look 
on. 

The shepherds advance, look down 
into the manger and kneel at its left 
as the first stanza of the carol ends. 

While the angels hum an accompani- 
ment, the second stanza of the carol is 
now taken up by a group of male 
voices from the rear of the auditorium 
as the three Wise Men begin to ad- 
vance down the right aisle, carrying 
their now unveiled gifts before them— 
three richly ornamented caskets held 
up ceremoniously. As they reach and 
mount the steps, the angels join in the 
words of the refrain while the Wise 
Men advance and gaze down into the 
manger. When the refrain ends, the 
Wise Men kneel at right of the manger. 

Meanwhile, Larksong and Grumble- 
bug have drawn nearer, Larksong re- 
straining Grumblebug, who would 
otherwise rush right into the center of 
the picture in his eagerness to see.) 
FIRST WISE MAN (from his kneel- 

ing position, holding high his gift): 

Child of the peaceful soul, the lov- 

ing heart and hands, we bring you 

gold and hail you King forever. 

(Bowing and reaching out, he lays 
his gift beside the manger.) 

SECOND WISE MAN (in like man- 
ner): Child of the seeing eyes, the 
words of truth and life, we bring 
you frankincense and name you 


Great High Priest, to stand within 
the holy places of men’s hearts and 
sanctify their inmost souls to God. 
THIRD WISE MAN (in the same 
way): Child of courage and of sac- 
rifice, of faith invincible, we bring 
you bitter myrrh, a pungent frag- 


rance for your tomb against that day 
when you shall meet and conquer 
death. 


(As he lays his gift beside the man- 
ger, Mary drops her face within her 
hands.) 


LARKSONG (releasing Grumblebug 
from her restraint): Now, Grumble- 
bug! It’s time for us. We must 
give gifts to cheer her. 


GRUMBLEBUG (running to the man- 
ger): Please, Mary Mother, will you 
show him to us Little Folk? 


MARY (looking up): The “Little 
Folk”? And who are they? Who 
spoke? 

LARKSONG (beside Grumblebug): 


We’re here, dear Lady. A brownie 
and a fairy—here beside the man- 
ger. 

MARY: Ah, yes! I see you now. 
Yes, look upon my son. The love 
and grace of him are free to all. 
(Grumblebug and Larksong gaze into 

the manger, then kneel beside the 

shepherds.) 

LARKSONG (holding out her wand): 
We, too, have gifts. 

GRUMBLEBUG (nudging her): Oh, 
but I haven’t! I haven’t a thing! 

LARKSONG (undisturbed): I bring 
my wand, the wand of dreams, and 
lay it here in tribute. For he shall 
stir to life such dreams as men shall 
still be dreaming ages hence and 
building into life—the lovely dreams 
of peace and love and brotherhood. 


GRUMBLEBUG: Oh, my goodness! 
I haven’t a thing to give—not even 
a dream. I—I’ve just spent all my 
life in grumbling. (getting to his 
feet) Wait! I know. 

(He starts pulling off his coat.) 
LARKSONG: Oh, Grumblebug! No. 

not vour coat! You’ve rheumatism! 

You’ll be so cold! 

GRUMBLEBUG (stepping to the man- 
ger with his coat): See, Mary 
Mother. It’s a poor old ragged thing 
(spreading it out down in the man- 
ger), but it will help to warm his 
feet. The night’s so very cold for 
such a tiny child—and I—he’s lit a 
fire within my heart to keep me 
warm forever. 

(He kneels, and as he does so, Lark- 
song suddenly reaches out and gives 
him a quick hug and kiss.) 

MARY: Dear Little People, I am grate- 
ful (looking about), yes, to all of 
you. My son’s first followers. (Sud- 
denly, she draws back with a scared 
intake of her breath, her hands 
clasped against her breast. Then she 
points toward the rear of the audi- 
torium.) Look! Soldiers! Two of 
them, and coming here! 

LARKSONG (springing to her feet as 
two soldiers come down the left aisle 
at a quick march): Grumblebug! 
The curtains of the dream! 

(There is a quick shifting of posi- 
tions at the right and left of the man- 
ger as Wise Men and Shepherds as- 
sume defensive groupings. But Lark- 
song and Grumblebug are already fly- 
ing to unloose the gauze curtains. 
Swiftly they bring them together from 
either side, and swiftly, too, the lights 
behind the curtains dim to darkness. 
But the starlight, still pouring down 
upon the forestage, picks out the heads 
of Larksong and Grumblebug thrust 
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out between the curtains watching as 

the two soldiers mount the stage. We 

recognize Horatio and one of his com- 
rades from an earlier scene.) 

HORATIO: Hi! Who’s there? 

SECOND SOLDIER: Where did all 
those people go? Those folk we saw 
all kneeling down? 

HORATIO: Have you a baby king 
you’re hiding there? 

(Larksong and Grumblebug pull in 
their heads.) 

HORATIO: Come out of there and 
answer me.—In the name of Herod 
and of Caesar, I command you.— 
Then taste our Roman swords. 
(Both soldiers draw their swords. 

But a sudden beam of light shoots down 

behind the curtain, revealing Gabriel 

standing protectingly behind Larksong 
and Grumblebug.) 

GABRIEL: There is authority that’s 
higher far than any earthly sover- 
eign’s. It is not heaven’s will that 
you should harm this child. He is 
the Son of God, the King of Peace 
and Love. You men of violence, bow 
low before a power divine. 

(As suddenly as it flashed upon them, 
the vision is gone, leaving the soldiers 
backing away and staring at each oth- 
er, open mouthed.) 

SECOND SOLDIER: The gods pro- 
tect us. Did you see it, too? 


| HORATIO: And hear? We’re search- 


ing for a Son of God, he said—with 

swords! 

SECOND SOLDIER: Come on. 
getting out of here. 

(He rushes to the steps at right and 
down them. As Horatio turns to fol- 
low, the voice of his mother comes 
calling from out of the distance.) 
THE MOTHER: Horatio! Horatio! 

(As Horatio turns back, the vision 
of his mother. arms outetretched. 
dawns briefly, faintly, on the upper 
platform.) 

MOTHER: The Roman gods are Lust 
and Cruelty. Could we but have 
within our Pantheon one single god 
whose name were Peace or Love. 
(The vision fades.) 


SECOND SOLDIER (calling back 
from the rear of the auditorium as 


I’m 


he leaves): Come on, you fool! 
Come on. 
HORATIO (dropping to one _ knee, 


hands upstretched): You heavenly 
powers, if I may find the God my 
mother longed to know, now lead me. 


(Once more the vision of the Adora- 
tion dawns. Wise Men and shepherds 
are again kneeling in their original 
places. Gabriel now stands at center on 
the pyramid of steps, the other angels 
side. Larksong and 
Grumblebug, still standing just behind 
the closing of the curtains, part them 
to right and left and remain thus, hold- 
ing them. Horatio, still kneelina, draws 


| back, his arms and hands held out as 


if to shield his eyes against the glory.) 

GABRIEL (his hand outstretched): 
Rise, man of violence, and yield 
obedience to the Lord of Peace. 
(Horatio rises slowly and hesitates.) 


MARY (gently): Come. See him 


where he lies. 
(Horatio advances, glances into the 
manger, turns dejectedly away.) 


' HORATIO: 


I dare not look at him. 


My eyes have looked too long on 
cruelty. 


MARY: 
prayer. 


HORATIO(turning, hands outstretched, 
palms up): My hands are fouled 
with death. 


MARY: Yet you of all men, you can 
give my son the gift he’d most de- 
sire, the gift that mothers over all 
the earth would pray for you to 
give. 

HORATIO: I know. I have a mother, 
far away. But were she here, she’d 
bid me lay before this child my hel- 
met and my sword. 

MARY: Then do it now. He reaches 
out’ his infant hands in patient 
waiting. (as Horatio turns away) 
Your heart is speaking in you. 
Listen. Don’t add the cowardice of 
denial to your other sins. 

HORATIO (with sudden determination, 
removing his helmet, unsheathing his 
sword and kneeling down to offer 
them): I lay them here and choose 
to take whatever consequences this, 
my new obedience, brings from 
Herod and from Caesar. 

(At a chord from the organ, the an- 
gelic choir breaks into Palestrina’s 
“Glory to God,” which it sings unac- 
companied while the tableau is held. 
Larksong and Grumblebug also kneel, 
releasing the gauze curtains as they 
do so and allowing them to fall back 
in front of the scene. The picture dims 
out while at the same time light dawns 
on the upper platform, again bring- 
ing into view Aunt Hattie and Betty 
Jane.) 

BETTY JANE (stirring into wakeful- 
ness as the last notes of the anthem 
die away): Oh, Aunt Hattie! J— 
I’ve been dreaming. 

AUNT HATTIE: What! Again! 


BETTY JANE: I saw the very first 

Christmas. Truly, I did. 

AUNT HATTIE: How lovely! 

BETTY JANE: But it wasn’t all 
lovely. It was just the baby Jesus 
and the ones that brought him gifts 
that made it that way. (suddenly 
sliding off Aunt Hattie’s lan and 
pointing toward the beam of star- 
light falling through the church 
window) Look! There’s the Christ- 
mas star right now. 

(From outside the church, again 
comes the sound of the children sing- 
ing carols. They seem to be coming 
nearer and nearer.) 


Then lift your hands in 


AUNT HATTIE: Yov’re still half 
dreaming. child. 
BETTY JANE: No. Look! It’s shin- 


ing right above our church.—And 
listen! Don’t you hear? 

AUNT HATTIE: Yes, the children 
with their gifts on their way back 
to the church. 


BETTY JANE: Oh, please! I want 
to go. 

AUNT HATTIE: But you’re not 
dressed. 


BETTY JANE: Aunt Hattie! Please! 
I can pull my zipper suit right over. 
It’s warm as toast. 

AUNT HATTIE: And 
present ready. 

BETTY JANE: 
take my doll. 
her over. 


you’ve no 


But I—well. I could 
She’s here. I brought 
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AUNT HATTIE: Dolly Dimples! 
She’s your nicest. 


BETTY JANE: I know. I—I love her 
very much. 


AUNT HATTIE (rising): Don’t be 
upset, dear. We'll go by your house 
and you can get some other doll. 
You’ve lots of dolls that some poor 
child would like. 


BETTY JANE (as the light fades): | 


Well—No! I want to give my best, 
like God gave us. (Taking Aunt 





Hattie’s hand) They’re getting nearer | 


to the church. Let’s hurry. 


(The scene blacks out. The shaft of 
starlight fades. Somewhere a door 


opens and closes. There is a murmur | 
of voices, the sound of footsteps ap- | 


proaching the platform. The music of 
the carolers gathers volume outside 
at the front of the church.) 


A GIRL’S VOICE ON THE PLAT- 
FORM: Phil, put on your flashlight 
just a minute. I can’t find my place. 


A BOY’S VOICE (as a flashlight beam 
behind the gauze curtains circles the 


floor): O. K. How’s that? 
GIRL: Oh, thanks! 
BOY: All set? 
ANOTHER VOICE: Sh... ! They'll 


open the door and come in any min- | 


ute now. Everybody in place? 

A CHORUS OF OVERLAPPING 
VOICES: I am. Me, too. So’m I. 
Sure. 


(The front doors of the church 


open.) 
“oe THE PLATFORM: 


(Still singing, the carolers enter the 
church, and, as they do so, the light 
comes up behind the curtains, reveal- 
ing the same tableau seen a short time 
hefore. The children themselves are 
carrying little lighted Christmas lan- 
terns,* small pendant boxes with star 
transparencies on all four sides, which 
cast soft lights into the darkened 
church.) 


ONE CHILD (as the children catch 





sight of the scene and their singing | 


trails off): Oh, Miss Wade! I didn’t 
know. Look, kids! Look! 


A SEQUENCE OF VOICES: Oh, 
aint’ it pretty?—I’ll say!—Gee!— 
It’s the manger with the baby Jesus, 
isn’t it?—-Who did it, Miss Wade? 
—Boy! 

THE LEADER: UHush, children. It’s 
a surprise. And now let’s all be just 
as reverent as if it really were the 
baby Jesus up there in that manger. 
We'll go right on singing while we 
march down this aisle here. Go 
right up on the platform and lay 
down your gifts as close to the man- 
ger as you can. Then go on down 
the other steps and wait. We’ll all 
stay at the front of the church till 
our pastor comes in and gives us a 
benediction on our Christmas giving. 


(The leader starts another carol, 
either “Joy to the World” or “There’s 
a Song in the Air.” Singing, all pass 
down the aisle, mount the platform, the 
forestage brightening softly as they do, 
lay down their gifts before the cur- 
tains at the point nearest the manger 
and then go down the steps at the 
opposite side, there to gather in wait- 
ing. As the last one is leaving the 
stage, there is a call from the rear 
vestibule. ) 
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Day By Day With Jesus 
DEVOTIONAL CALENDAR 


Prepared by DR. WALTER A. MAIER 
of LUTHERAN HOUR Fame 


Timely! Practical! Soundly Christian! 


The splendid response to the 1940 Day by Day with 
Jesus Calendar throughout the country was most 
gratifying. The demand soon became overwhelm- 
ing. A second edition was printed, still the supply 
was far short. This has conclusively demonstrated 
that Dr. Maier has once again sensed a public need 
and met it in his usual masterful way. 

You’ll like the constructive, Christ-exalting devo- 
tional messages for each day of the year—the har- 
monizing prayers—the challenging suggestions for 
private intercession—the thought-provoking sentiment 
for the day—the appealing selection from Christian 
hymnody. 

Secure a copy for yourself! Send a copy to your 
friends! What Christmas gift could be more appro- 











priate? A {RISTIAN ALt +4 WALTER A. MAIER 

ERNST KAUFM ANN,’ Inc. Combination Wall and Easel Style 
11 Spruce Street 209 S. State Street In Gift Box — Only 70c 
New York City Chicago, Ill. Per dozen, $6.72 plus postage 
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COTRELL and LEONARD, Ine. 


Established 1832 
398 BROADWAY ALBANY, N. Y. 


AMERICA’S OLDEST AND LARGEST MANUFACTURER 









































PLAN NOWSFOR Christmas. . 


LARGE sample packet of printed and lithographed Christmas supplies is awaiting you! It con- 

tains an unusually attractive line of pastor’s personal greeting cards, Christmas announcement 

folders and bulletins, collection envelopes, pastoral letters and many other printed aids for the 
Christmas season. Write today for your sample packet. It’s free. 


THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING COMPANY, Cedar Falls, Iowa 


Perhaps we can save you money on your next printing order. May we quote you? 
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STAINED GLASS EFFECTS 


At Low Costs 


Through the use of “Windowphanie” plain glass windows 
can be transformed into rich, colorful designs. Easily 
ahs applied. 

——-—- Ask for free samples 
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65 Fifth Avenue C. M. MALZ New York City 

























Choir 


Pulpit GOWN ) 


fine materials, beautiful work, 
pleasingly low prices. Catalog 
and samples on request. State 
your needs and name of church. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1161 South 4th St.. Greenville, 111. 






7 FOLDING CHAIRS 


Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs. 

Full Upholstered Back and Seat. 

Rubber Feet. Send for Sample. 
$16.00 a Dozen 


Redington Co. ".s* Scranton, Pa. 
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GIET AT GRACE 4 neo “PENNY-A-MEAL” Offering Bank 





A SPIRITUAL METHOD OF SUPPLEMENTING THE ENVELOPE SYSTEM 
ALSO SPECIAL LENTEN SELF DENIAL LABEL 
Banks without label_............---_- $3.50 per hundred 


PRICES: 

















order of any size.... 


gratis. ; labe 
the extra cost of imprinting. 


























CARROLL GOOD, in-., 


CHURCH AND SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


Gummed Labels (to be easily attached by buyer) 1.50 per hundred 


Transportation extra 


FOUR DIFFERENT COLORS FOR QUARTERLY DISTRIBUTION 


Name of Church or Organization will be printed on labels at $1.00 for 
On an order of 1,000 labels the printing will be 
Order enough labels to cover the entire campaign — this saves 


Sample submitted. 
Dept. C.M. 
17 PARK PLACE, NEW YORK 


SEND FOR OUR CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOG 








BETTY JANE: Oh, wait for me. 
I’ve got a present, too. (as the carol- 
ers break off their singing) Isn’t it 
lovely? Just like my dream. 


LEADER OF THE CAROLERS (call- 
ing to her): Who’s there? Betty 
Jane? 


BETTY JANE: 


over? 


LEADER: No. Come on. We’ll keep 
singing while you put your gift by 
the manger. 

(Again the group sings while Betty 
Jane runs to the platform and lays 
down her doll. Meanwhile, more or less 
unnoticed in the darkness, Betty Jane’s 
father and mother and the pastor of 
the church have been making their way 
in and toward the platform.) 

VOICE OF MRS. BARCLAY (half 
way down the aisle): Oh, George! 
Look! It’s her best doll. 

VOICE OF AUNT HATTIE: iI 
couldn’t persuade her any other way, 
Mrs. Barclay. That’s the one she 
wanted to bring. 

(On the platform, Betty Jane 
straightens and turns. The singers 
stop.) 

VOICE OF MABEL (from the vesti- 
bule door): Sh... ! Helen! It’s 
the Barclays. I’m sure glad we 
came back. 

BETTY JANE (who has run to the 
edge of the platform): Mother! 
Daddy! Do you truly care that I 
gave it? 

MRS. BARCLAY: Care! Oh, Betty! 

BETTY JANE: I—I know what you 
said, Daddy. But—well. I guess you 
didn’t understand that it’s really up 
to us to help make the Christmas 
love ourselves.—And I—I just want- 
ed to help. 

MR. BARCLAY: No, I don’t think 
we did understand, Betty. 

MRS. BARCLAY: Please, dear. We’re 
so ashamed to think we didn’t. 

MR. BARCLAY: Well, we do now. 
We came to help with Christmas, 
too. (giving her an envelope) Here. 
Put this envelope with the other 
gifts. 

BETTY JANE: Is it money, Daddy? 
(catching his nod) Oh. goodv! That’s 
just what the first Wise Man gave. 

MABEL (at the edge of the platform 
rummaging through her purse): 
Wait a minute, Betty. I ain’t any 
Wise Man, but you can just put this 
dollar with that. I’m right here to 


Mmhm. Is it all 


tell the world this is the finest Christ- 
mas idea this church has ever had. 


HELEN (also handing up a bill): And 
put this down for me, too, Betty. 


AUNT HATTIE (giving a coin): And 
for your Aunt Hattie. 

(Betty places the gifts and kneels.) 
BETTY JANE: Dear baby Jesus. it’s 

from my mother and my daddy— 

and some of our neighbors. We’re 
all helping now. 

(She rises, sees her father’s out- 
stretched arms, and runs to him to be 
swung off the platform. Meanwhile, 
the pastor has mounted from one side 
and stands there waiting to give the 
benediction.) 

PASTOR: And now, before we go, a 
benediction. (lifting his hands) The 
peace of God which passes all un- 
derstanding, keep your: hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of 
God, and of his son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord: and the blessing of God Al- 
mighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be amongst you and 
remain with you always. Amen. 
(The leader of the carolers begins 

“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear,” 

and, singing, the carolers lead the way 

up the aisle and out of the church, fol- 
lowed by the other characters grouped 
before the platform. The vision of the 

Adoration fades. The auditorium 

lights come on. The pastor again lifts 

his hands.) 

PASTOR: God grant a blessed Christ- 
mas to you all. Amen. 

(Behind the curtains, the angelic 
chorus sings the “Seven-Fold Amen.”) 


THE END 
NOTE: If it has been planned, at 
the close, to have the entire congrega- 
tion join in a service of giving to local 
or world need, substitute for the final 
blessing of the pastor, the following: 


PASTOR: The dream is ended and 
our pageant done, but the Christmas 
call for us to lay our gifts of love 
before the Christ Child—that re- 
mains. In such orde~ as our ushers 
shall now indicate, let us all come 
forward and add our gifts to those 
before the manger. And as we come 
and then pass on to return to our 
homes, let us do so with a song of 
praise. “O Come, All Ye Faithful, 
Joyful and Triumphant, O Come Ye, 
O Come Ye to Bethlehem.” 

(The organist playing the accom- 
paniment, and a group of ushers 
trained for this purpose directing, the 


congregation passes to the platform 
while singing the carol, deposits its 
gifts, and then passes on and out of 
the church. While this is taking place, 
the lights of the auditorium should be 
dimmed somewhat, while the vision of 
the Adoration is again brought on. The 
angelic chorus will join in the carol 
and then go on to lead in successive 
carols until the church is emptied.) 





*For these lanterns, fold 8xl7-inch rectangles 
of Bristol board into open-ended boxes. Make 
star cut-outs in each of the four faces and cover 
each with colored cellophane. In one end, tack a 
wooden square for a bottom. To each of the top 
corners, fasten a short length of cord and tie all 
together at a height which makes a pleasing 
handle. Light may come from candle ends set 
upright on tin dishes on the bottoms and cemented 
thus in pools of melted wax. Or, more safely, 
from one-celled flashlights thrust up into the lan- 
terns through holes bored in their bottoms and 
anchored thus by cords laced across from project- 
ing brads. 





KEEPERS OF GOD’S LIGHT 


In a severe storm at night on Lake 
Erie a passenger-vessel was trying to 
make the harbor at Cleveland. The 
lighthouse had been struck by light- 
ning and the ship could not get its di- 
rection in the storm. But in the dis- 
tance the captain could see the little 
lights at intervals along the break- 
water. Although the great beacon- 
light was out, the captain, watching 
these little lights closely, was able to 
bring this ship safely into the harbor. 
The lower lights had saved his vessel. 

There are people today who can’t 
find God. As far as they are con- 
cerned he’s out. They can’t get their 
bearings from his light. 

But to us he gives the keeping of the 
lights along the shore. 

Oh Christian, keeper of God’s light, 
who knoweth whether thou art come to 
the kingdom for such a time as this. 

From What Religion Does to Men by 
Harold E. Nicely; Harper & Brothers. 








PUT IT INTO THE CHURCH 
BUDGET 

Many churches have placed 
the minister’s subscription 
to “Church Management” in 
the church budget. Others 
subscribe to a second copy to 
be passed around. 
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A Parish Paper Makes 


Best Assistant 
by Otte A. Mueche* 


UCCESS in church work, as far as 

the pastor is concerned, depends 

on three primary activities: The 
first requisite is the sincere preaching 
of a conservative theology, based on 
Holy Scripture, and applied to present 
conditions and circumstances. This is 
true because the Bible is ever new and 
meets every requirement of our modern 
civilization. Its truths remain the 
same, but their applications must meet 
the specific needs of the times. 


Next to preaching the gospel is the 
teaching of its truth in the Sunday 
school and particularly in the catechet- 
ical instructions for children and adults 
in preparation for confirmation and 
church membership. 


Pastoral visitations, not merely for 
social purposes, but above all for pur- 
poses of comforting the sick and the 
dying, bringing assurance to the be- 
reaved, and counseling those who are in 
need of a sympathetic friend in times 
of difficulties, moments of trial, and 
hours of temptation, is a third duty 
and privilege of every minister. 


All three of these primary activities, 
however, need supporting help of sane 
publicity in order to reach those mem- 
bers who prefer to keep their sorrows 
and problems to themselves, and those 
within and without the church who are 
more difficult to approach and influence 
through the preaching, teaching and 
pastoral activities of the minister. 

Twenty years of experience in the 
active ministry has proven to me that 
a regularly published parish paper is 
the surest and best way of reaching 
hundreds of people who would other- 
wise live almost entirely uninfluenced 
by the Gospel. 

For the past eighteen years I have 
enjoyed the constantly increasing use- 
fulness and popularity of a parish 
paper. The subscribers to Zion Herald 
never fail to notify me if they miss 
a copy. I sincerely believe that one of 
the main reasons why my congrega- 
tion was able to make extensive renova- 
tions on its property and continued to 
balance its budget throughout the past 
ten years, without the need of a house- 
to-house canvass and without once ask- 
ing for a pledge of any kind, is because 
I have been able to hold the interest 





*Minister, Zion Evangelical Reformed Church, 
Lesueur, Minnesota. 














Otto A. Muecke 








and loyalty of members and non-mem- 
bers by informing them every month 
as to the progress and the needs of the 
church through the medium of our 
parish paper. 

Before I accepted a call to Zion 
Church, its membership was at a 
standstill, quotas toward Home and 
Foreign Missions were never raised 
more than fifty per cent. Simultaneous 
with my taking charge I began to pub- 
lish the Zion Herald. Throughout the 
past fifteen years there has been a 
small but steady increase in member- 
ship every year. Church attendance is 
considerably better, occasionally neces- 
sitating the use of a public address sys- 
tem to accommodate overflow audiences 
in the church parlors. We have no 
debts, in fact no financial problems, 
and our congregation is consistently 
raising its full quotas toward home and 
foreign missions. Our Sunday school 
enrollment and attendance has _in- 
creased 100 per cent and internal strife 
is unknown in our congregation. 

That is why I am still publishing a 
parish paper and have never regretted 
for a moment the day when I wrote 
to The National Religious Press of 


Grand Rapids, Michigan, for informa- 


tion in regard to the splendid service 



























which this company offers and renders. 









Thousands of churches now print Cuca ‘fave 
their own bulletins, programs, let- 
ters, post cards, office forms, etc., 
on their own Heyer Duplicators. 
You can quickly reproduce hundreds 
or thousands of clear, sharp copies of 
anything written, typed or drawn on your own 
Heyer Duplicator, at amazingly low cost and with 
little effort. 

20 Different Models — Attractive Low Prices 
There are Heyer Duplicators 
available for every purpose at 
prices you can easily afford; 
hand feed or automatic feed 
models, post card printers, 
gelatin duplicators and sup- 
plies for all duplicators, all 
backed by Heyer reputation 
for leadership since 1903. 
Write for Heyer catalog Today! 















j Our pews excel in 
| beauty, comfort and 
\) fine workman ship. 
ij Every architectural 
| style. See them before 
} you buy. All types of 
§ Church Furniture built 
to order. Catalog on 


request. 
KELTNER MFG. CO., 81 Main St., Ashley, Ohio 


\PIPE ORGANS: 


AUSTIN ORGANS, Inc. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Inquiries Welcomed 




















































SHOIR GOWNS 


RULPIT VESTMENTS 
Hangings: Ornaments-Fringes- 
‘Furnishingsand Supplies- 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


The C.E.WARD Co. NewLondon,0. 

















'BRASS ALTAR FIXTURES 


Crosses, Vases, Candlesticks, Candelabras, 
Missal Stands, Offering Plates, Chalices, 
Ciboriums, Patens. 


Booklet of designs submitted on request 
J.P.RedingtonCo. %o2"Scranton,Pa. 
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ROOM 362 1701-03 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA.PA 











OUT-OF-PRINT and Hard-to-Find Books sup- 

plied; Also family and town histories, maga- 

zine back numbers, etc. All subjects, all lan- 

guages. Send us your list of wants—no obli- 

gation. We report promptly. Lowest prices. 
Religious Books a Specialty. 

(We also supply current books at publishers’ 
prices, postpaid) 
AMERICAN LIBRARY SERVICE 
117 West 48th Street, Dept. C, New York City 
We Buy Old Books and Magazines. 
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Ideas for the Users of 
Duplicators 


In this issue we present, as shown on page 192, the second of a series of 


designs for duplicating machines. These designs are taken from the big book | 
issued by the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of Chicago. This large book | 


contains. 279 pages, 84x11 inches in size, filled with ideas for making your 
mimeograph do more effective work. Should you want the book we can send you 
a copy for $3.25. We will reproduce a full page of these 





spring. 
New Ideas in Stencils 


Pittsburgh, has recently developed an idea which will 
help every minister who uses the duplicator and, at the 





the stencils and the backing sheets separately. The user 
attaches the stencils as it is used. A strip of gum has 
been placed on the backing sheet for that purpose. 

The quality is improved for the stencils last better 
when packed by themselves. Before they have suffered 
somewhat because of contact with the oily background. 
Another thing accomplished is a reduction in price. 

The house introducing this method, the Pittsburgh 
Typewriter and Supply Company, will now sell you one 
quire of stencils together with one quire of backing up 
an sheets for $1.25. The price for the stencils attached was 
$3.75. Not alone is the quality preserved and the price lowered but it has the 
advantage of permitting the user to cut the stencil using a smaller size when 
that will accomplish his purpose. 














designs in each of our issues during the winter and the | 








Sound amplitication equipment installed in the Ashbury Methodist Episcopal 


The Pittsburgh Typewriter and Supply Company, | 


same time, save him money. Stencils usually come | 
attached to a backing sheet. The new idea is to pack | 





Church, Allentown, Pennsylvania, by Charles Jack Manufacturing Corporation. | 


At the left, automatic record playing device; in the center, the chimes which will 
be amplified through the tower; at the right, main control cabinet with record 
turn table. 








Sagge Charles Svoboda 


Church 
SF urniture 


6253 Mershon Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Just what you have been looking for. 


BIBLE STUDI¢¢ 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
SOCIETIES 















With the use 
of this Course, every 
Young People’s Society may 
be converted into a School for 
Bible Training. 


1940 SACRED BIOGRAPHY 
A Scriptural Study Each Week~-52 Lessons 
The men and women of the Bible 


and their message for today. 
Send 15c in stamps for current issue. 


HRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS. ING 
1572 N. Third St., Harrisburg, Pa. 



















THE BEST OF THEIR KIND 
Workmanship Unsurpassed 
Outfitters to over 2500 
schools, colleges, churches 
and seminaries. 
Write for catalog. 


Mc. CARTHY & SIMON inc. 





Ootablished Yla 
7-9 WEST 36ST. MEW YORK.WY. 








TWO SONG BOOKS THAT PROMOTE 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
Christmas Service Songs—A new, dis- 
tinctive book of 312 tested hymns. Ex- 
pensive in appearance, yet low in price. 
Youth Hymnal—For Juniors, Intermedi- 
ates, Young People. A rich source for char- 
acter growth and spiritual guidance. 
Write today for examination copy 
of either book 
RODEHEAVER HALL - MACK CO. 
Dept. CM12 
28 E. Jackson Bivd., Chicago 
124 N. 15th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 











A true philosophy 


for those who are 
tired of today’s mo- 
notonous and upset 


world. A_ guiding 
POST light for those searching 
PAID for the real meaning of life. 


Clear, concise and brilliantly 
written. A worthwhile possession in any home. 
Reviewers are enthusiastic about this book. 
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EVERLASTING CHILDHOOD 
Condensed From Sermon by Burris 
Jenkins, Christian Century Pulpit 

And they came with haste, and 
found Mary and Joseph, and a baby, 
lying in a manger.—Luke 2:16. 

The story of the birth of Christ and 
of that first Christmas in the little 
town of Bethlehem is the most beauti- 
ful idyll] that was ever sung. It is the 
story of a little child who was cradled 
in the manger. Jesus later taught that 
unless you become as a little child you 
cannot learn the real secret of life. 
What does a child have that is so desir- 
able for the rest of us? 

IMAGINATION. The child sees the 
world full of a number of things—so 
many birds and beasts that are real— 
that we oldsters cannot see. The 
genius, too, lays hold upon the ideal 
behind the real, just because he is in 
his everlasting childhood. 

SIMPLICITY. The child says what 
he thinks and what he means and acts 
it out. He is sincere, and is on the 
surface just what he is underneath. 
The really great men who have walked 
this poor old misguided earth are the 
simple ones, the ones who have dared 
to be sincere, refused to play a part, 
who have torn away the masks from 
before their faces. No wonder children 
are charming, for really the most at- 
tractive thing that any of us can be is 
himself. 

HUMILITY. This is not the hypo- 
critical humility of the Uriah Heeps, 
but the real humility, the meekness 
of those who shall inherit the earth 
and the kingdom of God. It means a 
just estimate of one’s self, a fair meas- 
ure of one’s own abilities and defects. 
We see that in every truly great person 
we have met. They belong in the 
kingdom of God and their humbleness, 
their meekness, which they share with 
unspoiled childhood, marks their mem- 
bership. 

GOOD-WILL. The heart of a child 
overflows with good-will, until that 
child becomes warped by adult mis- 
takes. Left alone, the natural impulse 
of the child is an impulse to kindliness, 
good will, taking the world at its face 
value and loving it. 

PEACEFULNESS. There is no quar- 
rel with its world in the heart of the 
unspoiled child. There can never be 
world-wide peace until we repent and 
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become as little children. No wonder 
the angels sang “Peace on Earth” at 
the birth of the Christ child. 

SELF-EXPRESSION. This is the 
most precious thing in the world to 
childhood, the desire to make things, 
do things, invent things and _ use 
things. 

OPEN-MINDEDNESS. This is the 
most charming attribute of childhood— 
its docility, willingness to learn. This 
is a quality which is common to the 
child and to the very great. Someone 
has defined education and culture as 
the attitude of the suspended mind; 
that is, the mind that is not made up 
but is open to conviction. 

Childhood and the childlike spirit— 
the most beautiful and inspiring thing 
in all this terrible world! Let it scat- 
ter its radiance into our lives at Christ- 
mas time, and let us keep it through- 
out all the year. 

The salvation of this world, it is 
very clear, depends upon the Christ and 
the gospel of the infancy. 


THE WAY TO CHRISTMAS 


Sermon Outline 
Let us now go even unto Bethlehem. 
—Luke 2:15. 
Christmas never comes unless we 
come to Christmas. The only way to 
come to Christmas is to have the 


Christmas spirit in our hearts. What 
is the Christmas spirit? 

1. It is a singing spirit. The birth 
of Jesus was ushered in by the anthem 
of the angels. 

2. It is a spirit of childhood. “Unto 
us a child is born.” 

8. It is a spirit of loving and giving. 
“God so loved the world that he gave 
his son.” 

4. The spirit of Christmas is the 
Holy Spirit. It is not a holiday, it is 
a holy day. “The Holy Spirit shall 
come upon thee, and the power of the 
Most High shall overshadow thee: 
wherefore also the holy thing which is 
begotten shall be called the Son of 
God.” 

From Monday Morning by Thomas 
Clinton Pears, Jr.; Westminster Press. 


SUPPOSE THERE WERE NO BIBLE! 


Bible Sunday, December 8, 1940 

1. We would be without the world’s 
greatest literature. 

2. We would be without the greatest 
influence on the language, literature, 
art and culture that exists in the 
world. 

8. We would be without all the best 
that is in the civilization of our times. 

4. We would lack the greatest 
source of spiritual power and dynamic 
that the world has known. 

5. We would be without a great 
source of spiritual comfort. 

6. We would be without the truest 
and richest revelation of God. 

7. We would be without Jesus and 
his teachings. 

8. We would be without life’s great- 
est revelation of man and human 
nature. 

9. We would be without the great- 
est moral and social influence that the 
world knows. 


Browning 
Festive bells—everywhere the feast 0’ 
the Babe, : 
Joy upon earth, peace and good-will to 
man! 


Adelaide E. Proctor 


But the star that shines in Bethlehem 
Shines still, and shall not cease; 

And we listen still to the tidings 

Of glory and of peace. 


J. H. Jowett 
May Christmas be with thee all the 
year ’round! 
May its music sing on in thy soul! 
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May its flowers bloom on in thy mind! 


Dante 

Whence it is manifest that universal 
peace is the best of all those things 
which are ordained for our blessedness. 
And that is why there rang out to the 
shepherds from on high, not riches, not 
pleasures, not honors, not length of life, 
not health and strength, not beauty, but 
peace. 


John Oxenham 
Join hands then, brother of the faith, 
whate’er your race may be, 
Who serves my Father as a Son is 
surely kin to me. 
Hans Denck 
(16th Century) 
He who searches for God outside 


himself will never find him. 


Calvin Coolidge 
The strength of a country is the 
strength of its religious convictions. 


A. E. Taylor 
A world in which no suffering was 
permitted would be a world not of men 
and women but of marionettes. 


The Wayside Pulpit 
You cannot find peace by losing your 
temper. 
* * * 
Kind thoughts unexpressed are only 
half born. 
* * * 
Life is a pilgrimage between eterni- 
ties. 
* * * 
The Spirit of Christmas is the Spirit 
of Christ. 
x * * 


thought determines 


Your inmost 
your fate. 


THE TIME DRAWS NEAR 
Alfred Lord Tennyson 
The time draws near the birth of 
Christ. 
The moon is hid, the night is still; 
The Christmas bells from hill to hill 
Answer each other in the mist. 


Four voices of four hamlets round, 
From far and near, on mead and moor, 
Swell out and fail, as if a door 

Were shut between me and the sound. 


Each voice four changes on the wind, 
That now dilate, and now decrease, 
Peace and goodwill, goodwill and peace, 
Peace and goodwill, to all mankind. 


A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
By Ware W. Wimberly 
in The Christian Century Pulpit 
Our Father; Help Thy people to ob- 
serve Christmas Day as Christians, not 
as pagans. 
Lead us on Christmas morning to our 
Bibles. By Thy Spirit interpret the 


Sacred Word as we read in Matthew of 
the Wise Men, in Luke of the Shep- 
herds, in John of the Word made flesh, 
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in Mark of the record of Thy ministry 
in Christ. 

Lead us to the communion of prayer. 
Guide us as we pray. Fill our minds 
with thoughts of Thy majesty and 
mercy. Cause us to wonder and to 
adore as we think on the Wondrous 
Birth. Inspire us to pray that the 
mercies of our God may be known not 
alone to us, but to loved ones, to 
friends, and to enemies. Inspire us 
especially to pray that the lowering 
night of war may give way to the 
dawn of peace. 
angelic song a reality in our prayers. 

Help us to lead Christlike lives. 
Take from us doubt and despair, de- 
liver us from anxiety, and give us the 
happy countenances which come of 
faith. Withhold us from the bitter 
word. Restrain us from the selfish act. 
Strengthen us to self-denial. 

On Christmas Day, and on every day 
that follows, make us, we pray, more 
Christlike in thought and word and 
deed. 


In Jesus’ name. Amen. 





OUR FATHER’S HAND 


“Lord, I would clasp thy hand in 
mine.” A distinguished American min- 
ister used to tell with deep emotion an 
incident which occurred when he and 
his little seven-year-old son were tak- 
ing a trip together. They occupied the 
same seat on the train, the lad sitting 
next to the window, his face pressed 
against the glass watching the flying 
landscape; the father next to the aisle 
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reading a magazine. Suddenly w}thout 
warning, the train plunged into a tun- 
nel blotting out the daylight instantly. 
Quickly the little fellow pressed his 
father’s side, felt for his hand, and hav- 
ing found it, contentedly held it until 
the tunnel was passed and the darkness 
ended. The pith of this story is not 
that it is unusual but that it is a 


| touching instance of a love and trust 


which every parent knows. From 
When Jesus Wrote on the Ground by 
Edgar DeWill Jones; Doubleday, 
Doran Company. 
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NEITHER COLD NOR HOT 
Editor, Church Management: 

Your editorial in the October issue 
of Church Management under the cap- 
tion, “Don’t Talk About War,” reminds 
me of one or two other matters that 
came to my notice last week. 

One of our acquaintances in India 
who had been in the Criminal Tribes 
Settlement at Sholapur, India, for 
nearly ten years had to relinquish his 
position there in the spring of 1938. 
At that time the work in the settle- 
ment was entirely self-supporting. On 
account of reduced finances the board 
was unable to assume the salaries of 
our friends and hence they were or- 
dered home. They spent some time in 
Scotland on their way home. After 
much candidating he was given a 
church last week in South Dakota. He 
had hoped very much to be called to a 
church in the Middle West, but through 
the influence of one rather wealthy in- 
dividual they decided to secure the 
services of a student, as that would be 
cheaper. He wrote us that that was 
the fourth church in that state that had 
taken a student “because it was 
cheaper.” But what calls the title of 
your article to mind is the statement 
that he had heard from several that 
“it would be better for him to say 
nothing about missions” and_ that 
“there would be a better chance of us 
getting a church” if he did not, as so 
many churches don’t want anyone in- 
terested in missions. Don’t talk about 
war, the most satanic thing on earth, 
and don’t talk about missions, the most 
Christlike enterprise in which the 
church can engage. In fact, that was 
the master’s great commission. 

This morning’s paper tells me that 
some 60 prominent Catholics have 
come out with a statement in which 
they “urge the recognition of Hitlerism 
for what it is . .. the denial of God, 
of all that makes life worth living for 
Christian peoples.” To my mind that 
is a far cry from what some Protestant 
ministers did in Chicago when they 
sort of passed up their conference on 
what to do about conscription until “a 
more convenient time” and went to a 
ball game. Would that they had come 
out with some such strong statement 
as our Catholic brethren did. But what 
can one expect in these days from a 
church that has spent so much energy 


in denying God and the Christ by defin- 
ing the former as “some great force 
working for good will which for want 
of a better name we call it God” and 
by refusing to acknowledge one who 
was called Jesus by his parents as the 
Christ. To my mind the greatest threat 
of Hitlerism in America today lies in 
the fact that the very teachings that 
laid the foundation for Germany as we 
know it today are being proclaimed 
from many Protestant pulpits today. 
These teachings plus the acceptance of 
gambling as a legitimate method of 
raising finances in some churches and 
the active participation and leadership 
in Sabbath desecration in many others 
constitute one of the greatest menaces 
that ever threatened the spiritual wel- 
fare of the youth of any nation. 
Chas. F. Rogers, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


MINISTERS’ INFLUENCE NIL 
Editor, Church Management: 

A few long delayed words concern- 
ing your editorial in October’s Church 
Management. I just wonder what we 
could do about conscription, I mean 
how could we defeat it by not taking a 
vacation. This is the most insidious 
thing that has been foisted upon our 
nation. If we had sense to mind our 
own business, keep neutral, bring 
Christian principles to bear on the solu- 
tions of problems confronting nations, 
we could accomplish something. No, 
we must stick our noses into another 
European mess in spite of the fact 
that we got burned plenty. To get the 
boys ready in time, we shall conscript 
them and send them over again to tell 
other people at the point of the gun 
how wonderful democracy is. 

But the real point of my letter is 
this. I am one of the ugly wretches 
who took a _ week’s vacation while 
“Congress didn’t take a_ vacation.” 
Poor, perspiring Congress. I visited 
Congress on my vacation—just twenty- 
eight of them were present while the 
conscription bill was being debated! 
Some of them read the paper while the 
conscription bill was being debated. 

Don’t be foolish, Mr. Editor. The 
ministers who took passes and watched 
the Indians play the White Sox might 
just as well watch a ball game as to 
discuss conscription. All of the deci- 
sions of our citizens are just so much 


trash when compared to the money, 
munitions, profits, etc., which decide 
whether our boys are going to die in 
another futile war. 
Herman Bielenberg, 
Oil City, Pennsylvania. 


ALL RIGHT, MARY 


Editor, Church Management: 

Please say “nothing about the war” 
and we will love you, is good advice to 
you. 


You could have said less or nothing 
at all about the Myron Taylor episode 
in your October issue. You seem to 
feel, however, that a parting shot must 
be given and it doubtless makes one 
feel better. I have that feeling now in 
writing this letter. 


Now, sir, my conviction about you is 
that you had best stick to your guns of 
church administration. As an “Attend- 
ance Pepper Upper” or a “Coffer Filler 
Upper” your paper is fine. But when 
you don the robe of the prophet you 
make a mistake. You just can’t get a 
robe to fit. 


It is my humble judgment that you 
appear to others as the “Male counter- 
part of the Biblical Martha.” As such 
you doubtless have a real service to 
perform, as I have indicated above. But 
I do think you should stop throwing 
dirty plates and greasy gravy bowls at 
Mary because she won’t come into the 
kitchen and help you. 


L. R. Mahard, 
Macon, Missouri. 


WHY PICTURES? 
Editor, Church Management: 


Why waste good space with photos 
of the writers? I was interested in 
“Selected Short Sermons,” until I saw 
the apparent sneer on the face of Earl 
Riney. The Scrap Book would be far 
more interesting without having to 
look, all the time, at the photo of Paul 
Boller and J. W. G. Ward’s picture cer- 
tainly adds nothing to the value of his 
articles. Why this mania for publish- 
ing writers’ photos? 

A. A. McBride. 


(Editor’s Note: We would like to get the reac- 
tion of other readers to the use of illustrations 
in this journal. Should we eliminate illustra- 
tions and use straight type matter?) 


EXHIBITIONISTS 
Editor, Church Management: 

Your suggestion that some pacifists 
are exhibitionists is perfect. Our 
Presbytery protested the action of the 
draft law in exempting ministers and 
theological students, and took the 
same ground that you take in your 
editorial. 

Harry Burton Boyd, 
Indiana, Pennsylvania. 
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CANCEL—DO NOT CANCEL 
Editor, Church Management: 


I have read those letters in the cur- 
rent issue of Church Management, ask- 
ing that subscriptions should be can- 
celed. Please cancel mine. When I go 
to my lawyer for legal advice, I resent 
it when he proves he knows more of 
the law than I do. When I am sick, I 
invariably diagnose my case first, and 
then tell my doctor how to treat it. If 
he disagrees, I dislike it. It shows up 
my ignorance. And when your maga- 
zine tells me of new ideas or how to 
run my work more efficiently, or when 
it points out phases of truth of which I 
was previously unaware, I do not like 
it. Besides, being a minister, naturally 
I expect everyone to agree with me. I 
detest the man whose views do not co- 
incide with mine. 
editorials, capable and expert as I am 
bound to admit they are, exasperate 
me. Why not say, “Heil, Hitler,” and 
be with the majority? 

On second thought, do not cancel my 
subscription. I need someone to tell me 
what I do not know. It may hurt my 
pride, and shatter my self-complac- 
ency. I may not like it, but it does me 
good. At any rate, unlike some of your 
correspondents, I can take it! So al- 
though this is “writ sarcastic” keep on 
with the good work. But the childish- 
ness and puerility of such letters make 
me almost despair of the ministry. 

A Chicago Dominie. 


INCONSISTENCY? 
Editor, Church Management: 

It is incomprehensible that the edi- 
torial ‘Ministers’ Exemptions” should 
appear in the same magazine with the 
shameful attack printed on page 72 of 
the November issue and signed by Wil- 
liam H. Leach. 

Of course, Church Management has 
given us some super-colossal examples 
of inconsistency and sloppy thinking, 
but this is really tops so far! 

Personally, I have advised the con- 
scientious objectors, who have come to 
me for advice, to register and then 
maintain their position. I certainly do 
not condemn the motives of those ear- 
nest, honest, individuals who refuse to 
register. How else could one effec- 
tively protest against “ministers’ ex- 
emptions”? Others not protesting on 
religious grounds ought not have their 
motives impugned, however unwise 
their acts may appear. 

This is still America, in spite of 
peacetime conscription. The attitude 
toward conscientious objectors on the 
part of many clergymen, laymen, and 
teachers, to say nothing of publishers, 
is more severe and unreasonable than 
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that of the War Department. This 
ought not be! 

If we understand your position in 
this matter we can only infer that the 
attitude of Jesus and the early Chris- 
tians in refusing to give Caesar first 
place in their loyalties was not due to 
their desire to do the will of God but 
rather simply to “reveal their own 
powers of stubborness!” 


What hysterical apostles of Winchell 
need to be told in this hour is that 
America has nothing to fear from her 
conscientious objectors; 
fellow closely who registers without 
batting an eye and then does every- 
thing in his power to make the world 
safe for Fascism. 

Nelson Wurgler, 
Las Vegas, New Mexico. 


DEPLORES FUNDAMENTALISM 
Editor, Church Management: 

Kindly cancel my subscription to 
Church Management. Your editorial 
policy gets worse and worse and many 
of your articles follow the same sad 
trail. Once in a while the paper’s pol- 
icy shows signs of light but usually it 
follows the path of conventional moral- 
ity with a slight Christian emphasis. It 
is my belief that church papers should 
stand firm on basic Christian princi- 
ples in this day and age as well as 
during days of peace. Otherwise, they 
lend little encouragement to Christian 
workers who do have convictions. 


Your trek toward fundamentalism of 
the lower order is also disquieting, 
though it is mainly brought forth in 
contributed articles. 

When you change your tune, let me 
know. 

Russell Wharton Lambert, 
Lombard, Illinois. 
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EXHIBITIONISM AND 
IMMATURITY 


Editor, Church Management: 

My opinion is that the action of 
those pacifists who refused to register 
was most unwise, but I am inclined to 
attribute this not so much to exhibition- 
ism as to immaturity of conscience and 
a zeal not according to knowledge or 
common sense. I am not acquainted 
with any of the men involved, but this 
would seem a case of misguided ideal- 
ism. All of us in the ministry need to 


be on our guard against the more | 


subtle forms of exhibitionism, and I 


think that it is unfortunate that you | 


single out the extreme conscientious 
objector as an example of this insidious 


tendency. Let the C. 0.’s be judged on | 


the merits of their case rather than 
on the psychological origins of their 
unpopular convictions. 

James Perkins, 


Schroon Lake, New York. 


A QUESTION OF TOLERANCE 
Editor, Church Management: 

How do you reconcile a spirit of tol- 
erance and Christian brotherhood with 
your “dirty digs” at the men who take 
a stand with Christ for pacifism? 

M. B. Klepinger, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


GOD FORGIVE US— 
THIS PREACHER WILL NOT 


Editor, Church Management: 

I have subscribed to your magazine 
for the past ten years. Because I have 
derived a great deal of benefit and en- 
joyment from it I have tried to over- 
look your un-neutral and un-Christian 
attitude in regards to the war raging 
in Europe and your attempt, through 
your editorials, to get the ministry 
back of your war mongering. I say, I 
have tried, but with each issue you be- 
come more and more rampant in your 
attitude. 

It is with disappointment in you as 
an editor that I cannot renew my sub- 
scription to Church Management. 


May God forgive you. 
Kar] F. Baur, 
Billings, Missouri. 
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PRIVILEGES AND CHOICES 

A little girl was being shown 
through the toy department of a large 
city store. A rich man had said to 
her, “Pick out anything you want, and 
I will buy it for your Christmas!” The 
little girl, her eyes big with curiosity, 
spent three enchanted hours just look- 
ing. After seeing the finest dolls, an 
elaborate doll house, costing three 
hundred dollars, and fine’ electric 
trains, she finally selected a tiny plush 
squirrel marked twenty-five cents! 
That was what she wanted! 

Precious privileges ending in cheap 
choices! Such, in Jesus’ eyes, is the 
disappointing story of many lives. Our 
privileges set before us rare opportuni- 
ties for character development and 
Christian service, but, bewildered by 
the dazzling variety of life, we often 
end by choosing the cheap little squir- 
rels of selfish pleasure! 

Abraham Lincoln’s privileges were 
few, yet from these meager chances he 
coined the noblest choices. To us from 
his great life this challenge comes: 
What sort of choices are being born of 
our chances. From Follow Me, Issued 
by John Hardin Marion, Jr.; The West- 
minster Press. 


THE CHRIST CHILD IN 
CHRISTMAS 

Last Christmas I came across this 
paragraph: “Shopping in these turbu- 
lent days, we saw a little boy put his 
hand inquiringly on a ten-cent Christ 
child, part of a creche. ‘What is this?’ 
he asked his mother, who had him by 
the hand. ‘C’mon, c’mon,’ replied the 
harassed woman. ‘You don’t want 
that!’ She dragged him grimly away— 
a department-store madonna, her mind 
dark with gift-thoughts, following a 
star of her own devising.” There was 
the boy with his hand on the Christ 
child; and the mother’s comment was, 


“C’mon, you don’t want that!” Ac- 
cording to her own point of view the 
mother was right. The lad was intro- 
ducing a different and quite extraneous 
element. That mother’s reply differs 
not one whit from much of the attitude 
of our surrounding life. We are almost 
ashamed to speak of the Christ child 
in connection with many of our Christ- 
mas sentiments. From The Christian 
Century Pulpit, Sermon by Frederick 
M. Meek; The Christian Century Press. 


THE INEPTNESS OF SCIENCE 

The ineptness of science before the 
totality of life is graphically illustrated 
by its ineptness before a piece of proto- 
plasm. It can take a particle of this 
living substance, treat it as if it were 
analogous to a clock, take it to pieces, 
and tell us the chemical composition. 
From the mechanical standpoint the 
job is thorough, the analysis perfect. 
But the job is not quite complete, for 
the scientist cannot put the pieces 
back together again so they will tick as 
protoplasm. Nor is the analysis ac- 
tually perfect for the scientist’s first 
analytical deed (the breaking up of the 
substance) results in the death of the 
protoplasm, so that what is really 
studied is not protoplasm at all but 
its corpse. To my _ unsophisticated 
mind this shortcoming seems a major 
one; and I consider the whole-hearted 
trust of our age in such a crippled de- 
vice as bordering upon tragedy. From 
Our Prodigal Son Culture by Hugh S. 
Tigner; Willett, Clark & Company. 








CHRISTMAS FOR THE 
PREACHER 

What better present for the 

minister than a year’s sub- 

scription to “Church Manage- 

ment”? 

















oS bate eee 4 


a a ee  -  - e) e ) 


m=O Om nD 


| 


ll #242daec 


ms 


1] 





CHURCH MANAGEMENT for December, 1940 











Classified For Sale and Exchange 





The Market Place for Men, Ideas, Church Supplies and Service 





Rate for Advertisements inserted in this Department: 


Five cents per word; 


Address Classified Department 


minimum 
Forms close 5th of month preceding 


charge, 75 cents 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT, 1900 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 








BRONZE TABLETS 


Your church can now secure a bronze 
tablet or nameplate at low cost and di- 
rectly from a leading manufacturer 
serving churches in every state in the 
Union. Made in sizes ranging from 
small pew plates to large sculptured 
memorials, and each appropriately de- 
signed. 

For free full size sketch and quota- 
tion, send size and wording today. No 
obligation. Write for booklet “C.” 
International Bronze Tablet Co., Inc., 
Ecclesiastical Department, 36 East 
22nd Street, New York City. 











CARTOON PLATES FOR SALE 


Church Management uses the car- 
toon service of the Religious News 
Service. Plates, after their use, are 
available to our readers at $1. There is 
but one plate of each cartoon available 
so first come, first served. Remittance 
must accompany order. Many cartoons 
from back issues are also available. 
Inquire about any you have in mind. 
Church Management, 1900 Euclid Ave- 
nue, Cleveland, Ohio. 








State condition and price to Wilbur 
Wagar, Pluckemin, New Jersey. 








OFFICE MACHINES 
Typewriters. Office Machines save 
up to half on Duplicators, Addressing 














Machines, Adding Machines, Letter 
Folders. Envelope Sealers. Pruitt, 15 
Pruitt Building, Chicago. 
PASTORAL HELPS 
Be Your Own Evangelist. Unique 
methods, overflow crowds. Ten Evan- 


gelistic Sermons included. Price $2.00. 
Christian Life Builders, 1617 Ida, 
Wichita, Kansas. 

Do you have trouble with your Finan- 
cial Canvass each year? Send one dol- 
lar for plans that can help you solve 
the problem in an easy way. Each re- 
ply handled personally. Rev. Paul E. 
Caskey, 710 E. Third, Bartlesville, 
Okla. 

Meat For Your Message from min- 
ister’s file of choice clippings. Loaned 
at few cents a day or week. Name 
your topic. Address, Loan File Service, 
Box 578, Eagle River, Wisconsin. 





CHURCH PRINTING SAMPLES 


Send stamps for postage and we 
shall be glad to send you samples of 
bulletins, cards, programs, etc., used by 
churches and ministers which have 
come to us. Church Management, 1900 
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 








DRAMAS 


Three Men in a Boat. A play of 
interfaith brotherhood. Helps. build 
understanding between Jews, Catholics 
and Protestants. Get one jump ahead 
of the “crusade of hatred” which is 
scheduled for America. Five charac- 
ters. Five copies, sufficient for the 
entire cast, 50c. Church Management, 
1900 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 











DUPLICATOR SUPPLIES 


Wanted—A minster in every locality 
to sell our duplicators, stencils, inks, 
typewriter ribbons, ete. Big discounts. 
Write for dealers’ prices. Centype 
Manufacturing Company, 145 N. Broad- 
way, Wichita, Kansas. 








HYMNALS REBOUND 





More and more churches are saving 
money by having their worn hymnals 
rebound by the Educational Bindery, 
1126 South Boulevard, Evanston, IIli- 
nois. Your sample book bound free. 








HYMNALS WANTED 


Wanted: 25 copies of PENTE- 
COSTAL HYMNS, 1 and 2, Comb. 








PHOTO SERVICE 


Photo Greeting Folders, Calendars, 
Postcards, Photostamps from any 
photo. Sample 10c. Enlargements, 
cuts. William Filline, 3027 N. Kost- 
ner, Chicago, Illinois. 











PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


Church Social Worker. Experienced 
in visitation, counseling, drama and ra- 
dio production, publicity. Splendid re- 
sults as young people’s worker. Address 
Box 122, “Church Management,” 1900 
Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Have you a church architectural 
problem? Write A. A. Honeywell, 
Church Architect, Indianapolis, Indiana, 
for free suggestions. Book, $1.00. 











STEREOPTICON WANTED 
Wanted stereopticon lantern in “good 
condition. Write full particulars. Mrs. 
Elmer Glossenger, Lake Ariel, Penn- 
sylvania. 








WEDDING BOOKS AND 
CERTIFICATES 
A large line with distinction and 
quality. Color variety. Price range. 
Original designs. Send card for Cata- 
logue and Introductory Offers. Para- 
gon Publishing Company, 1120 South 
Limestone, Lexington, Kentucky. 
Pejepscot “Standard” Marriage Bro- 
chures, 50c each, 3 for $1.25. Write for 
catalog. Pejepscot House, Publishers, 
Brunswick, Maine. 
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CHURCH MANAGEMENT 


AND THE 


WORLD AT WAR 


Many Hundreds of New Subscribers Will Read 
This Issue. For Their Information, as Well as to 
Reassure Some of Our Older Readers, We Pub- 


lish This Statement: 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT believes that war 


is a colossal evil; that a Christian world would 
be a warless world. The Christian lives con- 
stantly between the idealism of the Sermon on 
the Mount and practical experiences of life. 
He will never be guilty of forcing war or vio- 
lence and he will participate in war only when 
he is convinced that in so doing he is seeking 
to save moral and spiritual values, the destruc- 
tion of which would be a greater evil than 
war itself. 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT believes that the 


conscientious objector has rights which must 
be recognized both by the church and the state. 
We are not pacifistic because we believe that 
the pacifist wrongly interprets both human his- 
tory and the Christian gospels. The various 
church groups have been wise, however, in ask- 
ing for protection of the rights of conviction 
and conscience. 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT believes the inter- 


national situation justifies some method of uni- 
versal conscription in the United States. It 
does not believe that the present conscription 
law meets the needs. It is neither universal 
in application nor democratic in practice. It 
makes it necessary for a few to pay the great 
cost of national defense while others do not 
share the sacrifices. 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT believes that an 


obligation rests on the churches to provide a 
spiritual ministry to men in the army, navy 
and other branches of the national service. 
This ministry is not dependent upon the views 
of the church toward war and conscription 
but a pastoring responsibility which takes 
precedent over controversial subjects. 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT believes that Nazi 


Germany is the aggressor and chief offender 
in the present world catastrophy. 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT believes that war 


is an evil. It believes that indifference to the 
building of a world fellowship following the 
conflict may be as great a sin. An isolationism 
which seeks to build a Christian community 
in the United States while ignoring the suf- 
ferings of a world, it believes is distinctly un- 
Christian. Churchmen who tolerate war must 


be eager to join in a world federation when 
war is over. 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT believes that the 


Christian is placed in the world to serve. It 
believes that only he who is living for some- 
thing greater than himself can call himself 
Christian. Service, not self-preservation, is 
the end of existence. ‘He that seeketh to save 
his life shall lose it.” We plead for a Chris- 
tianity, unlimited in vision and application, 
which seeks to bring the kingdom of God to 
this world of ours. 
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] “Last night,” said my visitor, “in 
| +*making up our Christmas lists, 
my wife remarked that we had re- 
membered all our friends except the 
truest and most helpful one of all— 
our church. I’m open to your sug- 
gestions .. .” 





on 


announced 
| - Christmas day, and the Carillon 


His gift was 
| dedicated sometime later. Hun- 
| dreds came to attend the ceremonies 
| —and stayed to marvel at the 
| beauty and purity of the music. 


| It was a day that neither I 
| nor my friend shall ever for- 
get. 


' 


Automatically Played and Harmonically 
available for as little as $7250. May we send you interesting particulars? 


C. DEAGAN, 


? “Look,” I replied, “at the tower 
* of our church—a silent finger 
pointing to the sky. Can you think 
of any gift more inspiring than one 
which would change that silence to the 
rich, warm eloquence of Christian 
music played by a real Carillon?” 





4 “I am deeply grateful,” wrote 
“I. the donor, “for your suggestion. 
The dedication stands out as the most 
thrilling-event of my entire life, and 
every day, as the Carillon rings out, 
I appreciate anew the privilege of 
having provided—for all time—so in- 
spiring a Christmas gift to my 
church .. .” 


Tuned Deagan Carillons are 


Inc. 





CHICAGO, ILLINOIS | 





























Wire From World Council of Churches 


“DESPERATE MISERY NONARYN REFUGEES FROM BELGIUM BADEN 
PALATINATE ETC DEPORTED TO CAMP DE GURS PYRENEES 
IMPERIOUSLY CALLS OUR COMMON HELP MEANS GREAT RELIEF STOP 

| OUR EFFORTS INSUFFICIENT PLEASE APPEAL STRONGLY TO 
CHURCHES AND CHRISTIANS FOR IMMEDIATE SUPPORT 
PROFESSOR KARL BARTH, BASLE PROFESSOR EMIL BRUNNER, 
ZURICH, DR. ALHONS, BASLE. 


Churches and individuals wishing to respond to this appeal should send con- 
tributions to Committee on Foreign Relief Appeals, 297 Fourth Avenue, New 
York City. Designate for European refugee relief. 
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Editorials 
(From page 143) 
Church Management. A second is a new vol- 
ume, “The Sermon on the Mount” by Martin 
Dibelius.** This volume contains lectures 
given by Professor Dibelius of Heidelberg Uni- 
versity, Germany, at the Divinity School of 
Yale University in 1937. 

In many ways the thought expressed in the 
two books is familiar. Both reject the idea 
that the injunctions of the Sermon on the 
Mount were given the first century Christians 
to enable them to live, at peace, in a Roman 
world. Professor Dibelius, however, gives 
some data which would aid one to believe that 
the first century Christians interpreted the in- 
junctions in the light of their age. Both be- 
lieve that the words of the sermon are the cen- 
tral thought of the message of Christ. Both 
would say that the words provide an uncom- 
promising ethic. But here they separate. 

The conclusion of the Dibelius book might 
be summed up in this short quotation from its 
pages: 

“But—as we have seen in the course of our 
analysis—the Sermon on the Mount is not an ideal 
but an eschatological stimulus intended to make 
men acquainted with the pure will of god.” 
Professor Niebuhr, on the other hand, sees 

the conflict between the injunctions for Chris- 


**“The Sermon on the Mount,” by Martin Dibelius. Charles Scrib- 
ners Sons. $1.50. 
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tian living and human experience. To him the 
Gospel is more than the law of love. It is the 
fact that men violate that law. The Gospel 
presents Christ as the pledge of God that there 
is redemption from sin. To Professor Nie- 
buhr there is no explanation of the Sermon on 
the Mount apart from the atonement through 
Jesus Christ. Pacifists are heretics because 
they give a wrong interpretation to the Gospel 
words and, again, because they fail to recog- 
nize the necessity of sin and atonement. 

Both volumes leave the idealist and pacifist 
somewhat suspended in the air. Both acknowl- 
edge an inevitable conflict between individual 
living and the spirit of Jesus as expressed in 
the Gospel. Dibelius warns readers against 
expecting that they can bring the Kingdom of 
God to this earth. The Christian, he believes, 
should live in the spirit of Jesus but the coming 
of the kingdom rests with God, not man. 

Professor Dibelius writes of a danger ahead 
which may threaten those who try to live in 
the spirit of Christ. Niebuhr writes while the 
world is on fire. He believes that there can be 
no Christian Peace so long as the Nazi men- 
ace lives. Despite the costs of war with its 
destruction of material and spiritual values 
the choice is between resistance and enslave- 
ment. Resistance alone can make possible an 
advancement to the spirit of Christ among 
peoples and nations. 





An Order for Christmas Worship 


HE following service was used in the Second Baptist 
Church of St. Louis, Missouri, last Christmas. The 
arrangement is a simple one. There is an alternation 
between the scripture story and the music. George 

Humphries Tolley, minister of the church, made the ar- 

rangement. 

THE PRELUDE—“Chanson Russe”___-_--__________ Lano 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN—“Joy to the World” 

THE PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
O Father, Who hast declared Thy love to men by the 

birth of the Holy Child at Bethlehem; help us to welcome 

Him with gladness and to make room for Him in our com- 

mon days; so that we may live at peace with one another 

and in good will with all Thy family; through the same Thy 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

(From “Prayers for the Christian Year” as quoted in 
“Prayers for Services’ by Morgan Phelps Noyes.) 

AN ANTHEM—‘Glory to God in the Highest—__Harker 
A Census Summons Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem— 

(Luke 2:1-7, read by minister). 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 
lehem”’ 

The Angel Announces the Nativity to the Shepherds— 

(Luke 2:8-14, read by minister). 

AN ANTHEM—“Behold! I Bring You Good Tidings”____ 
ape ee Oe eRe Ss a Ue ee. Churchill 
As the organ sounds the hymn, “Adeste Fidelis,” the 

congregation will rise and sing this hymn with the choir. 
The Shepherds worship the Babe—(Luke 2:15-20, read 

by minister). 

JUNIOR CHOIR ANTHEM—“No Candle Was There” 


“Q Little Town of Beth- 





Wise Men from the East come to Jerusalem—({Matthew 
2:1-6, read by minister). 

A TRIO—“We Three Kings of Orient Are” 

They proceed to Bethlehem and make their offerings— 
(Matthew 2:7-11, read by minister). (The minister, con- 
tinuing, will say, “Let us like the Wise Men of old, bring 
our offerings to the Christ-child.”) 

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS 


DUT —Ghristmas. Gone” 2a ene io oucn ce itn=se Gounod 
As the ushers bring the offering to the altar, let the con- 

gregation sing the Doxology. Then let the minister offer 

a prayer of thanksgivng and dedication. 

we Sg RE ee Vachel Lindsay 
“Silent Night, Holy Night” 


Except the Christ be born again tonight 
In dreams of all men, saints and sons of shame, 
The world will never see His kingdom bright. 


Stars of all hearts, lead onward through the night 
Past death—black deserts, doubts without a name, 
Past hills of pain and mountains of new sin 
To that far sky where mystic births begin, 
Where dreaming ears the angel-song shall win. 


Our Christmas shall be rare at dawning there, 
And each shall find his brother fair, 
Like a little child within; 
All hearts of the earth shall find new birth 
And wake, no more to sin. 
—Vachel Lindsay. 


THE CHRISTMAS SERMON 

AN ANTHEM—“The Hallelujah Chorus” from “The Mes- 
SE See oe LS ae a ee ay RR eT ee Handel 

THE BENEDICTION 

THE ORGAN POSTLUDE 
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To Stimulate Members’ Support — 


The policy of acknowledging gifts with 
Everlasting Bronze Tablets makes 
people respond favorably. 











TRY OFFSET : 


For Your 


Church Bulletins| 
and Announcements | 





Small designs are less than $10.00 so 
you can confidently sponsor this bene- 
ficial plan. We aid you by giving 
Preview Drawings without charge 
when you send Measurements and In- 
scription. We specialize in mail or- 
ders. Ask for our interesting and 
useful leaflets. 


Printing and Mimeographing | 
produced at a nominal charge. | 
| 


Let us quote prices on weekly 
calendars. 


“Bronze Tablet Headquarters”’ 


Our process makes an effective 
and lasting impression. | 


Illustrations without cuts. 
Write for samples today. | 
ARROW LETTER SERVICE | | 


510 National Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 
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Designers — Craftsmen — Founders 


Tablet for a Kansas Church 


UNITED STATES BRONZE SIGN CO.,570 Broadway, NewYork 


TUVCCTCVT CVC CCC UCC CCC CU UCC CUCU CCC UCC UCU SCOOT CTC CeCe eee eee ee eee Sees 



































CL Vow % ee 600 
ORGATRON with 


FULL ELECTRIC ACTION! 


Now, even more than before, the 


RATES FROM $2 SINGLE 





A 3-minute 
walk from the 
Greyhound 
Terminal in 
Cleveland! | 


CLEVELAND'S 


Newest Downtown 
Hotel 









Orgatron is the perfect instrument for 
church use. Ask for new specifications, 


complete details. Address Dept. MC. 


7 a Q 
RE SME Sep icy 
VOOM Ve 






ee 
pes 
1%) 
> 


° 














Delsong & Delsone | 


Formerly of DéLione Furnimare G- 
1505 RACE ST, PHILADELPHIA. PA. 
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CRARCEL RENOVATIONS 
Sunday School Equipment Etc. 


BROWN: BORHEK CO Associates 
PLANT + BETHLEHEM * PENNA. 


























Write Dr. Henry E. Tralle, care THE R TT ; 
“Church Management,” regarding EVE E ORGATRON South HA obi 

a 4 GUest, 
any problems connected with church y Ma 
building or remodeling, or with fur- ~ 
nishings and equipment. He can 
help you and save you money. 











IN A HURRY? 


aeNRY EDWARD TRALEE | || 2° = & Dietz Supplies 
R “dh or || CHRISTMAS ® Bulletins ¢ Offering Collectors 
715 8th Street, N. W., Washington, D.C. | SUPPLIES © Gifts @ Awards @ Candy Boxes 
OR | Our New Catalog a Delight to Every User 


“Church Management,” 1900 Euclid Avenue SEND FOR YOUR COPY TODAY 


Cleveland, Ohio William H. Dietz 10 S. Wabash, Dept. 25, Chicago 



































So 





that ALL your Congregation may hear 
] 


RCA V; 





OCCE- 


for your church! 
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OU naturally want every member of corner of the church as it is in the very ? 
Es your congregation to hear services fault- first pew. A voice that enables the speaker ” 
®. greg F 
ast I lessly. However, it is possible that in your to talk easily, without strain. 
church, as in many others, those seated in This system, which is surprisingly low in 
¥ | the rear pews are missing a great deal. cost, is extremely simple to operate. Repro- 
j This is something that need concern you duction is excellent. The installation does 5 
i no longer. RCA Victor has a sound ampli- not detract in any way from the dignity and 
* - ° ° . > : 
fication system that is ideal for all churches, reverent atmosphere of the church. More- 
P : regardless of size. It lends a Golden Voice over, it is a system you can depend upon 
‘ to sermons and announcements—an im- because it is built by the world’s most ex- 
pressive voice that is heard with the same perienced company in sound amplification. 
dignity, volume and clarity in the remotest For full details send the coupon, 
M : 
g | For finer sound system performance— Use RCA Tubes 
; 
, Designed and Priced for Churches of Every Size 
> ' / 
. | 
. Trademark “RCA Victor” Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. —— 
yh ; —_—-=>= == 
. by RCA Mfg. Co., Inc ——— on Dept. | M-12 
’ i -jal Sound Section, ts j N.]J | 
‘ i | am { Commercial - 5Co., Inc ,Camden, **-. | 
sf Cel é | RCA Manutacturine a : j 
SY =z te full details about 
i » send me Tull * 
¢ P ‘ . Please Se ay ) 
y : t Gentlemen : ; Sound Systems. / 
: i \ RCA Victor Church + 1 
¢ \ 
. | 
i { Name i 
> é ots wens } 
CHURCH SOUND SYSTEMS aos 
- RCA Manufacturing Company, Inc. - Camden, New Jersey \ 
‘ A Service of the Radio Corporation of America 
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